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FORTY-SECOND DAY 
____________ 

Charleston, West Virginia, Tuesday, February 22, 2022 

The Senate met at 11:02 a.m. 

(Senator Blair, Mr. President, in the Chair.) 

Prayer was offered by Pastor Paul Coon, Coal Fork United Methodist Church, Charleston, 
West Virginia. 

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Robert L. 
Karnes, a senator from the eleventh district. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of Monday, February 21, 2022, 

At the request of Senator Baldwin, unanimous consent being granted, the Journal was 
approved and the further reading thereof dispensed with. 

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate then proceeded to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2798—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-22-3 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931 as amended, relating to requiring the Bureau for Public Health to test for 
mucopolysaccharidosis type 1 (MPS1). 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3122—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-13D-1, §16-13D-2, 
§16-13D-3, §16-13D-4, §16-13D-5, §16-13D-6, §16-13D-8, §16-13D-9, §16-13D-10, §16-13D-
11, §16-13D-12, §16-13D-13, §16-13D-14, §16-13D-15, §16-13D-17, and §16-13D-21,of the 
Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
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section, designated §16-13D-22, all relating to the establishment and operation of regional water, 
wastewater, and stormwater authorities. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the concurrence by that 
body in the Senate amendments to, and the passage as amended, to take effect July 1, 2022, of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3220, Restrictions on Taxpayer funded lobbying. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4087—A Bill to amend and reenact §15A-11-5 of the Code 
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to requiring the State Fire Commission to propose 
rules relating to sprinkler protection, providing that buildings commencing construction after July 
1, 2022, housing emergency fire, rescue, or ambulance services shall be protected throughout by 
approved automatic sprinkler systems; and exempting emergency services buildings meeting 
certain criteria that only house equipment and do not have sleeping areas or quarters within them 
from the requirement. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4282—A Bill to amend and reenact §24-6-2 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §24-6-15, all relating to establishing next generation 911 services in this state; 
providing for expanded definitions; establishing a commission to study next generation 911 
services; establishing commission membership and travel rates for meetings; prescribing the 
duties of the commission; requiring a preliminary report be provided to the Joint Committee on 
Government and Finance and to the Governor; and establishing an effective date and termination 
date of the commission. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the concurrence by that 
body in the Senate amendments to, and the passage as amended, with its Senate amended title 
of 

Eng. House Bill 4308, Authorizing disclosure of juvenile information to Crime Victims 
Compensation Fund for investigation and award of benefits. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4348—A Bill amend and reenact §30-5-11a and §30-5-26 of 
the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to the practice of pharmacist care; 
relating to the qualifications for pharmacy technician trainees; requiring certain information to be 
included on a prescription; and requiring a prescription change be communicated to a pharmacist. 
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Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4418—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §5B-2-18, relating to the Small Business 
Supplier Certification Assistance Program; establishing a pilot program for the verification and 
certification of small business enterprises participating in the government contracting and 
procurement process; authorizing the Department of Economic Development to collaborate with 
Marshall University for purposes of establishing the pilot program; requiring a master plan for the 
pilot program; and establishing a deadline and reporting requirements for the pilot program. 

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4488—A Bill to amend and reenact §22-11-10 of the Code 
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to coal mining operations, permitting, and fees paid 
to the Department of Environmental Protection; increasing certain defined fees for permitting 
actions; and establishing and defining certain new fees for permitting actions. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4559—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §61-12-16; and to amend and reenact 
§61-12-3, §61-12-5, §61-12-6, §61-12-7, §61-12-10, §61-12-10a, §61-12-11, §61-12-12, §61-12-
13, §61-12-14 and §61-12-15 of said Code, all relating to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
and the disposition of unidentified and unclaimed remains; authorizing the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner to locate lands suitable for use as a cemetery; authorizing the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner to determine the appropriate length of time a decedent may be kept prior 
to burial or cremation; establishing burial for certain conditions; establishing cremation of certain 
conditions; authorizing the Chief Medical Examiner or a designee to return a decedent's remains 
to next of kin and remove a decedent from the cemetery; prohibiting any cause of action against 
the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner for disposal of remains consistent with these provisions; 
providing for the final disposition of unidentified and unclaimed remains in the possession of the 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner pursuant to legislative rule; and providing for emergency 
legislative rulemaking allowing for the final disposition of unidentified and unclaimed remains. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4585—A Bill to amend and reenact §60A-9-4 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to controlled substance monitoring; removing the 
reporting of an opioid antagonist and removing a dispensing prohibition.  
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Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4596—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended by adding thereto a new section, designated as §62-11B-7b ; to amend and reenact 
§15A-7-5 of said Code; to amend and reenact §30-29-1 of said code; to amend and reenact §49-
4-719 of said code; to amend and reenact §61-7-11a of said code; to amend and reenact §62-
11B-7a of said code; to amend and reenact §62-12-5, of said code; and to amend and reenact 
§62-12-6 of said code, all relating generally to additional persons qualifying for the provisions of 
the Law-Enforcement Officers Safety Act; clarifying that home incarceration supervisors, state 
adult probation officers, juvenile probation officers, and state parole officers are, by virtue of their 
duties, qualified law enforcement officers who may carry a concealed firearm nationwide, as 
authorized by the federal Law-Enforcement Officers Safety Act; exempting certain persons from 
prohibition for carrying deadly weapons on the premises of educational facilities; providing the 
statutory authority to give home incarceration supervisors, state probation officers, juvenile 
probation officers, and parole officers the option to carry firearms pursuant to applicable federal 
law; requiring annual firearm training pursuant to federal law; removing inconsistent language 
relating to probation officers; clarifying that supervisory entities retain sole discretion as to 
authorizing participation of qualified officers in such program; providing for training to enable home 
incarceration supervisors, state probation officers, juvenile probation officers, and state parole 
officers to fully qualify as law-enforcement officers if they have not previously done so; setting 
forth the duties of supervising authorities as to participation of home incarceration supervisors, 
state probation officers, juvenile probation officers, and state parole officers, and removing a 
duplicative reference to probation officers in code. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4631—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, by 
adding thereto a new section, designated §16-21-2, relating to establishing an awareness 
program; directing the Department of Health and Human Resources to create a website; providing 
contents of electronic brochure; providing contents of website; and providing for consultation with 
certain health care providers to promote awareness. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 4649—A Bill to repeal §5-16B-6b, §5-16B-6c, and §5-16B-6e of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend and reenact §5-16B-1, §5-16B-2, §5-16B-3, §5-
16B-4, §5-16B-5, §5-16B-6, §5-16B-6a, §5-16B-6d, §5-16B-8, §5-16B-9, and §5-16B-10 of said 
code, all relating to the operation of the West Virginia Children's Health Insurance Program.  

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 
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A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the adoption by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the adoption of 

House Concurrent Resolution 79—Designating February 21 as the official start day to 
National FFA Week in West Virginia. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, the resolution was taken up 
for immediate consideration and reference to a committee dispensed with. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution, the same was put and prevailed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the Senate returned to 
the consideration of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4369, Update the telepsychology compact. 

Passed by the Senate on yesterday, Monday, February 21, 2022, 

The bill still being in the possession of the Senate, 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 4369) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Executive Communications 

The Clerk then presented the following communication from His Excellency, the Governor, 
regarding bills approved by him: 
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The Senate proceeded to the fourth order of business. 

Senator Trump, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which 
was received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 588, Relating to WV Rails to Trails Program. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 588 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to 
amend and reenact §5B-1A-1, §5B-1A-2, §5B-1A-3, §5B-1A-4, §5B-1A-5, §5B-1A-6, and §5B-
1A-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to establishing the West Virginia 
Rail Trails Program consisting of rail to trail and rail with trail programs; updating definitions to 
include a definition of "rail with trail;" expanding State Rail Authority to acquire railroad rights-of-
way and land for both trail programs; clarifying that rail-to-trail program may not unreasonably 
limit ability to restore rail service on railroad rights-of-way; and expanding limitation of and 
exception to liability to railroad owners under certain circumstances. 

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles S. Trump IV, 
    Chair. 

Senator Trump, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which 
was received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 616, Relating to confidentiality of court files and law-enforcement records of 
certain enumerated offenses. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 616 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to 
amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, 
designated §61-8B-19, relating to the confidentiality of certain court files and law-enforcement 
records regarding victim identity in enumerated offenses; providing mechanisms for release of 
otherwise confidential information; permitting the examination or copying of certain files by court 
order; and obtaining certain files by the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles S. Trump IV, 
    Chair. 
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Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4295, To transfer the State Office of the National Flood 
Insurance Program from the Offices of the Insurance Commissioner to the Division of Emergency 
Management. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended; but under 
the original double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Government 
Organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael T. Azinger, 
    Chair. 

The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee 
on Government Organization, with amendments from the Committee on Banking and Insurance 
pending. 

The Senate proceeded to the sixth order of business. 

Senator Blair (Mr. President) offered the following resolution: 

Senate Resolution 38—Reaffirming supporting the signing of a Bilateral Trade Agreement 
(BTA) between the United States and the Republic of China (Taiwan), strengthening the 
sisterhood partnership between the State of West Virginia and Taiwan, and reaffirming support 
for Taiwan's meaningful participation and contributions in international organizations. 

Whereas, The Republic of China (Taiwan) and the United States have enjoyed a longstanding 
partnership and share the common values of freedom, democracy, and human rights. In 2021, 
Taiwan was ranked as the 2nd freest country in Asia by Freedom House and was ranked 6th 
among 178 world economies in terms of economic freedom by the Heritage Foundation, 
showcasing Taiwan as a beacon of democracy in East Asia. The West Virginia Legislature 
supports more democratic countries, such as Lithuania, to pursue closer and greater cooperation 
with Taiwan; and 

Whereas, The State of West Virginia is proud of the sisterhood partnership it has enjoyed with 
Taiwan since August 4, 1980, marked by strong bilateral trade, investment, educational, and 
cultural exchanges. In 2022, the State of West Virginia celebrates the 42nd anniversary of the 
sisterhood partnership with Taiwan and looks forward to an even closer relationship between 
West Virginia and Taiwan in the future; and 

Whereas, The United States and Taiwan have forged even stronger economic relations over 
the last four decades; with the United States now Taiwan's 2nd largest trading partner and with 
Taiwan now the 8th largest trading partner of the United States. West Virginia welcomes all 
opportunities to enhance an even closer economic partnership and supports Taiwan's efforts to 
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secure the signing of a United States-Taiwan Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) to increase West 
Virginia exports to Taiwan; and 

Whereas, In 2020, the trade volume between West Virginia and Taiwan amounted to nearly 
$90 million and Taiwan is our 3rd largest source of import and 7th largest export market in Asia, 
demonstrating that Taiwan is a remarkable trading partner of West Virginia. West Virginia looks 
forward to reopening its trade office in Taiwan to bring in more Taiwanese investment such as the 
$34 million project initiated by the Far Eastern New Century Corporation in 2018; and 

Whereas, In December, 2020, the United States and Taiwan signed an (MOU) on International 
Education Cooperation, aiming at enhancing the bilateral cooperation on international education, 
particularly in the area of language education. West Virginia encourages American universities to 
relocate their Chinese language and cultural programs from China to Taiwan to promote a positive 
learning environment and enhance comprehensive Mandarin language education for American 
students; and 

Whereas, Taiwan has proven to be a very valuable contributor in a broad range of global 
issues, and it is necessary for Taiwan to be granted meaningful participation in various 
intergovernmental organizations and mechanisms such as the World Health Organization (WHO), 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), United Nation Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), and International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL); and therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate: 

That the Senate of West Virginia reaffirms supporting the signing of a Bilateral Trade 
Agreement (BTA) between the United States and the Republic of China (Taiwan), strengthening 
the sisterhood partnership between the state of West Virginia and Taiwan, and reaffirming support 
for Taiwan's meaningful participation and contributions in international organizations; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That the Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the 
Honorable James C. Justice II, Governor of West Virginia, and Ms. Bi-khim Hsiao, Representative 
of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States. 

Which, under the rules, lies over one day. 

Senator Lindsay offered the following resolution: 

Senate Resolution 39—Recognizing the Emergency Conservation Act that was signed into 
law on March 31,1933, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, which during the next nine years 
would put to work more than 3 million young men enrolling into the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC). 

Whereas, President Roosevelt extended his personal congratulations for the CCC first 
accomplishment; the greatest peacetime mobilization of men in United States history; and  

Whereas, President Roosevelt believed the CCC would create the greatest conservation 
program in our country's history; and 

Whereas, President Roosevelt further believed the CCC program would also prove to be of 
moral and spiritual value for the rest of the country; and 
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Whereas, President Roosevelt's beliefs were judged by history to be correct; and 

Whereas, Fifty-five thousand Junior Enrollees served in an average of 26 camps per year in 
West Virginia. Camp Kanawha, S-76 were occupied on April 8, 1938, by Company 2599, one of 
the last camps to close on June 30,1942; and 

Whereas, West Virginia Senator Jennings Randolph spoke on September 10, 1983, to CCC 
Alumni during their 15th Reunion, stating he believed the spirit and substance of the CCC lived 
on and their sacrifice and hard work served as a crowning contribution to our country; and 

Whereas, Governor John D. Rockefeller IV proclaimed September 10, 1983, as a Day of 
Recognition (50th Anniversary) for the CCC and called upon all West Virginians to join him in 
honoring the program; and 

Whereas, In 2022, through the collaborative efforts of WVDEP and the WVDNR, Davis Creek, 
whose headwaters begin in Kanawha State Forest and had been dammed for recreational 
purposes by the CCC since 1939, is now once again a free-flowing forest stream, providing more 
opportunities for those with physical challenges than before; and 

Whereas, Kanawha State Forest Foundation (KSFF) volunteers and other volunteers played 
significant roles in the creation of historical kiosks associated with the Stream Restoration 
Program. For the first time the public will be educated on the CCC story; and 

Whereas, KSFF continues to promote projects that provide visitors of every ability to get 
outside, be active and enjoy a variety of recreational activities, as recognized first in Senate 
Resolution 64, during the 2020 Session; and 

Whereas, KSFF volunteers, welcome other public and corporate volunteers to join us in 
assisting each and every State Government Department that will be initiating work on KSF's CCC 
Museum and memorial brick plaza surrounding our American flag, hopefully before the end of  this 
the 18th Anniversary of keeping the Legacy of the Civilian Conservation; therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate: 

That the Senate hereby recognizes the Emergency Conservation Act that was signed into law 
March 31, 1933 by Franklin D. Roosevelt, which during the next nine years would put to work 
more than 3 million young men enrolling into the Civilian Conservation Corps; and, be it 

Further Resolved, That the Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to the 
Kanawha State Forest Foundation. 

Which, under the rules, lies over one day. 

The Senate proceeded to the seventh order of business. 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 50, US Army CPL John William (J.W.) Cruse Jr. Memorial 
Bridge. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk and referred 
to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 



12 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [February 22 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 51, Deputy Kenneth "Kenny" Ward Love, Sheriff Elvin 
Eugene "Pete" Wedge, and Jailer Ernest Ray "Ernie" Hesson Memorial Bridge. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk and referred 
to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

Senate Resolution 32, Designating February 22, 2022, as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Day in WV. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Weld, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 

Thereafter, at the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, the remarks by 
Senator Weld regarding the adoption of Senate Resolution 32 were ordered printed in the 
Appendix to the Journal. 

Senate Resolution 33, Recognizing 150th Anniversary of Glenville State College. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Stover, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration and reference to a committee dispensed with. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution, and on this question, Senator Romano 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

The roll being taken, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of those present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the President 
declared the resolution (S. R. 33) adopted. 

Thereafter, at the request of Senator Caputo, and by unanimous consent, the remarks by 
Senator Romano regarding the adoption of Senate Resolution 33 were ordered printed in the 
Appendix to the Journal. 

Senate Resolution 34, Congratulating St. Marys High School golf team for winning 2021 
Class A State Golf Championship. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Boley, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 
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Thereafter, at the request of Senator Caputo, and by unanimous consent, the remarks by 
Senator Boley regarding the adoption of Senate Resolution 34 were ordered printed in the 
Appendix to the Journal. 

Senate Resolution 35, Congratulating Tug Valley High School Lady Panthers for winning 
2021 Class A State Championship in Girls Basketball. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk and referred 
to the Committee on Rules. 

Senate Resolution 36, Recognizing Tug Valley Cheerleaders for winning 2021 Class A State 
Championship. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk and referred 
to the Committee on Rules. 

Senate Resolution 37, Recognizing Leadership Berkeley for its services, dedication, and 
commitment to Berkeley County. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Geffert, unanimous consent being granted, the resolution was taken 
up for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, and adopted. 

Thereafter, at the request of Senator Caputo, and by unanimous consent, the remarks by 
Senator Geffert regarding the adoption of Senate Resolution 37 were ordered printed in the 
Appendix to the Journal. 

The Senate proceeded to the eighth order of business. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 137, Requiring persons convicted of certain felonies on or 
after March 8, 1995, provide DNA samples. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 137) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 216, Creating Student Journalist Press 
Freedom Restoration Act. 
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On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. 216) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. 216) takes effect from 
passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 371, Authorizing miscellaneous boards and agencies to 
promulgate legislative rules. 

Having been read a third time on February 17, 2022, and now coming up in regular order, was 
reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over 
one day, retaining its place on the calendar. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 486, Allowing PERS retirees to designate special needs trust 
as beneficiary. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: Beach—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 486) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 489, Clarifying amount of deputy sheriff annual salary 
increase. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over 
one day, retaining its place on the calendar. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 523, Transferring oversight of Jobs Investment Trust Fund 
to WV Economic Development Authority. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 523) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 523) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 535, Providing for revocation of school personnel certification 
or licensure in certain circumstances. 
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On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 535) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 548, Authorizing Workforce WV employers to obtain employment 
classifications and work locations. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 548) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 585, Creating administrative medicine license for physicians 
not practicing clinical medicine. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  
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So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 585) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 597, Relating to PSC underground facilities damage prevention and one-
call system. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 597) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 624, Making supplementary appropriation to DHHR, Division of Health, 
Laboratory Services. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 624) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 624) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 625, Making supplementary appropriation to DHHR, Division 
of Health, Vital Statistics Account. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 625) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 625) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 626, Supplementing, amending, and increasing existing items of 
appropriation from State Road Fund to DOT, DMV. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 
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The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 626) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 626) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 627, Supplementing, amending, and increasing existing item of 
appropriation from State Road Fund to DOT, DOH. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 627) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  
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So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 627) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 634, Making supplementary appropriation to DHHR, Division of Health – 
Hospital Services Revenue Account Special Fund Capital Improvement, Renovation and 
Operations. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 634) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 634) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 641, Requiring Consolidated Public Retirement Board to set 
contributions to Deputy Sheriff's Retirement System. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 614) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect July 1, 2023. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 614) takes effect July 1, 2023. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

At the request of Senator Plymale, unanimous consent being granted, the Senate returned to 
the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate again proceeded to the eighth order of business, the next bill coming up in 
numerical sequence being 

Eng. Senate Bill 660, Setting forth standard of care requirements for telehealth practice. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over 
one day, retaining its place on the calendar. 

Eng. Senate Bill 669, Relating to contribution levels of certain judges who participate in 
retirement system. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on yesterday, 
Monday, February 21, 2022, for amendments to be received on third reading, was read a third 
time. 

On motion of Senator Nelson, the following amendment to the bill was reported by the Clerk 
and adopted: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

CHAPTER 5. GENERAL POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF THE GOVERNOR, 
SECRETARY OF STATE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL; BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS; 

MISCELLANEOUS AGENCIES, COMMISSIONS, OFFICES, PROGRAMS, ETC. 

ARTICLE 10. WEST VIRGINIA PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ACT. 



22 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [February 22 

§5-10-14. Service credit; retroactive provisions. 

(a) The board of trustees shall credit each member with the prior service and contributing 
service to which he or she is entitled based upon rules adopted by the board of trustees and 
based upon the following: 

(1) In no event may less than ten days of service rendered by a member in any calendar 
month be credited as a month of service: Provided, That for employees of the State Legislature 
whose term of employment is otherwise classified as temporary and who are employed to perform 
services required by the Legislature for its regular sessions or during the interim between regular 
sessions and who have been or are employed during regular sessions or during the interim 
between regular sessions in seven consecutive calendar years, service credit of one month shall 
be awarded for each ten days employed in the interim between regular sessions, which interim 
days shall be cumulatively calculated so that any ten days, regardless of calendar month or year, 
shall be calculated toward any award of one month of service credit; 

(2) Except for hourly employees, and those persons who first become members of the 
retirement system on or after July 1, 2015, ten or more months of service credit earned in any 
calendar year shall be credited as a year of service: Provided, That no more than one year of 
service may be credited to any member for all service rendered by him or her in any calendar 
year and no days may be carried over by a member from one calendar year to another calendar 
year where the member has received a full-year credit for that year; and 

(3) Service may be credited to a member who was employed by a political subdivision if his 
or her employment occurred within a period of thirty years immediately preceding the date the 
political subdivision became a participating public employer. 

(b) The board of trustees shall grant service credit to employees of boards of health, the Clerk 
of the House of Delegates and the Clerk of the State Senate or to any former and present member 
of the State Teachers Retirement System who have been contributing members in the Public 
Employees Retirement System for more than three years, for service previously credited by the 
State Teachers Retirement System and shall require the transfer of the member's accumulated 
contributions to the system and shall also require a deposit, with reinstatement interest as set 
forth in the board's Rule, Refund, Reinstatement, Retroactive Service, Loan and Correction of 
Error Interest Factors, 162 C. S. R. 7, of any withdrawals of contributions any time prior to the 
member's retirement. Repayment of withdrawals shall be as directed by the Board of Trustees. 

(c) Court reporters who are acting in an official capacity, although paid by funds other than 
the county commission or State Auditor, may receive prior service credit for time served in that 
capacity. 

(d) Active members who previously worked in Comprehensive Employment and Training Act 
(CETA) may receive service credit for time served in that capacity: Provided, That in order to 
receive service credit under the provisions of this subsection the following conditions must be 
met: (1) The member must have moved from temporary employment with the participating 
employer to permanent full-time employment with the participating employer within one hundred 
twenty days following the termination of the member's CETA employment; (2) the board must 
receive evidence that establishes to a reasonable degree of certainty as determined by the board 
that the member previously worked in CETA; and (3) the member shall pay to the board an 
amount equal to the employer and employee contribution plus interest at the amount set by the 
board for the amount of service credit sought pursuant to this subsection: Provided, however, 
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That the maximum service credit that may be obtained under the provisions of this subsection is 
two years: Provided further, That a member must apply and pay for the service credit allowed 
under this subsection and provide all necessary documentation by March 31, 2003: And provided 
further, That the board shall exercise due diligence to notify affected employees of the provisions 
of this subsection. 

(e) (1) Employees of the State Legislature whose terms of employment are otherwise 
classified as temporary and who are employed to perform services required by the Legislature for 
its regular sessions or during the interim time between regular sessions shall receive service 
credit for the time served in that capacity in accordance with the following: For purposes of this 
section, the term "regular session" means day one through day sixty of a sixty-day legislative 
session or day one through day thirty of a thirty-day legislative session. Employees of the State 
Legislature whose term of employment is otherwise classified as temporary and who are 
employed to perform services required by the Legislature for its regular sessions or during the 
interim time between regular sessions and who have been or are employed during regular 
sessions or during the interim time between regular sessions in seven consecutive calendar 
years, as certified by the clerk of the house in which the employee served, shall receive service 
credit of six months for all regular sessions served, as certified by the clerk of the house in which 
the employee served, or shall receive service credit of three months for each regular thirty-day 
session served prior to 1971: Provided, That employees of the State Legislature whose term of 
employment is otherwise classified as temporary and who are employed to perform services 
required by the Legislature for its regular sessions and who have been or are employed during 
the regular sessions in thirteen consecutive calendar years as either temporary employees or full-
time employees or a combination thereof, as certified by the clerk of the house in which the 
employee served, shall receive a service credit of twelve months for each regular session served, 
as certified by the clerk of the house in which the employee served: Provided, however, That the 
amendments made to this subsection during the 2002 regular session of the Legislature only 
apply to employees of the Legislature who are employed by the Legislature as either temporary 
employees or full-time employees as of January 1, 2002, or who become employed by the 
Legislature as temporary or full-time employees for the first time after January 1, 2002. Employees 
of the State Legislature whose terms of employment are otherwise classified as temporary and 
who are employed to perform services required by the Legislature during the interim time between 
regular sessions shall receive service credit of one month for each ten days served during the 
interim between regular sessions, which interim days shall be cumulatively calculated so that any 
ten days, regardless of calendar month or year, shall be calculated toward any award of one 
month of service credit: Provided further, That no more than one year of service may be credited 
to any temporary legislative employee for all service rendered by that employee in any calendar 
year and no days may be carried over by a temporary legislative employee from one calendar 
year to another calendar year where the member has received a full year credit for that year. 
Service credit awarded for legislative employment pursuant to this section shall be used for the 
purpose of calculating that member's retirement annuity, pursuant to section twenty-two of this 
article, and determining eligibility as it relates to credited service, notwithstanding any other 
provision of this section. Certification of employment for a complete legislative session and for 
interim days shall be determined by the clerk of the house in which the employee served, based 
upon employment records. Service of fifty-five days of a regular session constitutes an absolute 
presumption of service for a complete legislative session and service of twenty-seven days of a 
thirty-day regular session occurring prior to 1971 constitutes an absolute presumption of service 
for a complete legislative session. Once a legislative employee has been employed during regular 
sessions for seven consecutive years or has become a full-time employee of the Legislature, that 
employee shall receive the service credit provided in this section for all regular and interim 
sessions and interim days worked by that employee, as certified by the clerk of the house in which 
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the employee served, regardless of when the session or interim legislative employment occurred: 
And provided further, That regular session legislative employment for seven consecutive years 
may be served in either or both houses of the Legislature. 

(2) For purposes of this section, employees of the Joint Committee on Government and 
Finance are entitled to the same benefits as employees of the House of Delegates or the Senate: 
Provided, That for joint committee employees whose terms of employment are otherwise 
classified as temporary, employment in preparation for regular sessions, certified by the legislative 
manager as required by the Legislature for its regular sessions, shall be considered the same as 
employment during regular sessions to meet service credit requirements for sessions served. 

(f) Any employee may purchase retroactive service credit for periods of employment in which 
contributions were not deducted from the employee's pay. In the purchase of service credit for 
employment prior to 1989 in any department, including the Legislature, which operated from the 
General Revenue Fund and which was not expressly excluded from budget appropriations in 
which blanket appropriations were made for the state's share of public employees' retirement 
coverage in the years prior to 1989, the employee shall pay the employee's share. Other 
employees shall pay the state's share and the employee's share to purchase retroactive service 
credit. Where an employee purchases service credit for employment which occurred after 1988, 
that employee shall pay for the employee's share and the employer shall pay its share for the 
purchase of retroactive service credit: Provided, That no legislative employee and no current or 
former member of the Legislature may be required to pay any interest or penalty upon the 
purchase of retroactive service credit in accordance with the provisions of this section where the 
employee was not eligible to become a member during the years for which he or she is purchasing 
retroactive credit or had the employee attempted to contribute to the system during the years for 
which he or she is purchasing retroactive service credit and the contributions would have been 
refused by the board: Provided, however, That a current legislative employee purchasing 
retroactive credit under this section shall do so within twenty-four months of beginning 
contributions to the retirement system as a legislative employee or no later than December 31, 
2016, whichever occurs later: Provided further, That once a legislative employee becomes a 
member of the retirement system, he or she may purchase retroactive service credit for any time 
he or she was employed by the Legislature and did not receive service credit. Any service credit 
purchased shall be credited as six months for each sixty-day session worked, three months for 
each thirty-day session worked or twelve months for each sixty-day session for legislative 
employees who have been employed during regular sessions in thirteen consecutive calendar 
years, as certified by the clerk of the house in which the employee served, and credit for interim 
employment as provided in this subsection: And provided further, That this legislative service 
credit shall also be used for months of service in order to meet the sixty-month requirement for 
the payments of a temporary legislative employee member's retirement annuity: And provided 
further, That no legislative employee may be required to pay for any service credit beyond the 
actual time he or she worked regardless of the service credit which is credited to him or her 
pursuant to this section: And provided further, That any legislative employee may request a 
recalculation of his or her credited service to comply with the provisions of this section at any time. 

(g) (1) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, the seven consecutive calendar years 
requirement and the thirteen consecutive calendar years requirement and the service credit 
requirements set forth in this section shall be applied retroactively to all periods of legislative 
employment prior to the passage of this section, including any periods of legislative employment 
occurring before the seven consecutive and thirteen consecutive calendar years referenced in 
this section: Provided, That the employee has not retired prior to the effective date of the 
amendments made to this section in the 2002 regular session of the Legislature. 
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(2) The requirement of seven consecutive years and the requirement of thirteen consecutive 
years apply retroactively to all legislative employment prior to the effective date of the 2006 
amendments to this section. 

(h) The board of trustees shall grant service credit to any former or present member of the 
State Police Death, Disability and Retirement Fund who has been a contributing member of this 
system for more than three years for service previously credited by the State Police Death, 
Disability and Retirement Fund if the member transfers all of his or her contributions to the State 
Police Death, Disability and Retirement Fund to the system created in this article, including 
repayment of any amounts withdrawn any time from the State Police Death, Disability and 
Retirement Fund by the member seeking the transfer allowed in this subsection: Provided, That 
there shall be added by the member to the amounts transferred or repaid under this subsection 
an amount which shall be sufficient to equal the contributions he or she would have made had 
the member been under the Public Employees Retirement System during the period of his or her 
membership in the State Police Death, Disability and Retirement Fund, excluding contributions 
on lump sum payment for annual leave, plus interest at a rate determined by the board. 

(i) The provisions of section twenty-two-h of this article are not applicable to the amendments 
made to this section during the 2006 regular session. 

(j) The board of trustees shall grant service credit to any judge who elects to transfer service 
from the judges' retirement system to the public employees retirement system and shall require 
the transfer to the member's employee contributions to the system: Provided, That there shall be 
added by the member to the amount transferred pursuant to this subsection an amount which 
shall be sufficient to equal the contributions he or she would have made had the member been 
under the public employees retirement system during the period of his or her membership in the 
judges' retirement system, plus interest at the actuarial interest rate assumption as approved by 
the board, compounded per annum. 

CHAPTER 51. COURTS AND THEIR OFFICERS. 

ARTICLE 9. RETIREMENT SYSTEM FOR JUDGES OF COURTS OF RECORD. 

§51-9-4. Required percentage contributions from salaries; any termination of required 
contributions prior to actual retirement disallowed; leased employees; military service 
credit; maximum allowable and qualified military service; qualifiable prosecutorial 
service. 

(a) Every person who is now serving or shall hereafter serve as a judge of any court of record 
of this state shall pay into the Judges' Retirement Fund six percent of the salary received by such 
person out of the State Treasury: Provided, That when a judge becomes eligible to receive 
benefits from such trust fund by actual retirement, no further payment by him or her shall be 
required, since such employee contribution, in an equal treatment sense, ceases to be required 
in the other retirement systems of the state, also, only after actual retirement: Provided, however, 
That on and after January 1, 1995, every person who is then serving or shall thereafter serve as 
a judge of any court of record in this state shall pay into the Judges' Retirement Fund nine percent 
of the salary received by that person: Provided further, That consistent with the salary increase 
granted to judges of courts of record during the 2005 regular legislative session and to changes 
effectuated in judicial retirement by provisions enacted during the third extraordinary legislative 
session of 2005, on and after July 1, 2005, every person who is then serving or shall thereafter 
serve as a judge of any court of record in this state shall pay into the Judges' Retirement Fund 10 
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and one-half percent of the salary received by that person: And provided further, That on and 
after July 1, 2013, except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, every person who is then 
serving or shall thereafter serve as a judge of any court of record in this state and who elects to 
participate in this retirement system shall pay into the Judges' Retirement Fund seven percent of 
the salary received. Any prior occurrence or practice to the contrary, in any way allowing 
discontinuance of required employee contributions prior to actual retirement under this retirement 
system, is rejected as erroneous and contrary to legislative intent and as violative of required 
equal treatment and is hereby nullified and discontinued fully, with the State Auditor to require 
such contribution in every instance hereafter, except where no contributions are required to be 
made under any of the provisions of this article. 

(b) On and after July 1, 2014, every person who is serving or shall hereafter serve as a judge 
of any court of record of this state and who elects to participate in this retirement system shall 
contribute to the fund an amount determined by the board. This amount will be based on the 
annual actuarial valuation prepared by the State Actuary: Provided, That the contribution will be 
no less than seven percent or no more than ten and one-half percent of the participant's annual 
compensation: Provided, however, That on or after July 1, 2023, the contribution will be no less 
than three percent or no more than ten percent of the participant's annual compensation. 

(c) On or after July 1, 2013, and each year thereafter, the annual actuarial valuation prepared 
by the State Actuary for determination of all participants' contributions and the annual actuarially 
required contribution prepared by the State Actuary for use by the courts of this state for legislative 
appropriation shall be provided to the Legislature's Joint Committee on Government and Finance 
and the Joint Committee on Pensions and Retirement. 

(d) An individual who is a leased employee shall not be eligible to participate in the system. 
For purposes of this system, a "leased employee" means any individual who performs services 
as an independent contractor or pursuant to an agreement with an employee leasing organization 
or other similar organization. If a question arises regarding the status of an individual as a leased 
employee, the board has the final power to decide the question. 

(e) In drawing warrants for the salary checks of judges, the State Auditor shall deduct from 
the amount of each such salary check six percent thereof, which amount so deducted shall be 
credited by the Consolidated Public Retirement Board to the trust fund: Provided, That on or after 
January 1, 1995, the amount so deducted and credited shall be nine percent of each such salary 
check: Provided, however, That consistent with the salary increase granted to judges of courts of 
record during the 2005 regular legislative session and to changes effectuated in judicial retirement 
by provisions enacted during the third extraordinary legislative session of 2005, on or after July 
1, 2005, the amount so deducted and credited shall be 10 and one-half percent of each such 
salary check: Provided further, That on and after July 1, 2013, except as provided in subsection 
(b) of this section, the amount so deducted and credited shall be seven percent of each salary 
check: And provided further, That on and after July 1, 2014, the amount so deducted and credited 
will be determined by the board. 

(f) Any judge seeking to qualify military service to be claimed as credited service, in allowable 
aggregate maximum amount up to five years, shall be entitled to be awarded the same without 
any required payment in respect thereof to the Judges' Retirement Fund. 

(g) Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this section, contributions, benefits, and 
service credit with respect to qualified military service shall be provided in accordance with 
Section 414(u) of the Internal Revenue Code. For purposes of this section, "qualified military 
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service" has the same meaning as in Section 414(u) of the Internal Revenue Code. The retirement 
board is authorized to determine all questions and make all decisions relating to this section and 
may promulgate rules relating to contributions, benefits and service credit pursuant to the 
authority granted to the retirement board in §5-10D-1 of this code to comply with Section 414(u) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(h) Any judge holding office as such on the effective date of the amendments to this article 
adopted by the Legislature at its 1987 regular session who seeks to qualify service as a 
prosecuting attorney as credited service, which service credit must have been earned prior to the 
year 1987, shall be required to pay into the Judges' Retirement Fund nine percent of the annual 
salary which was actually received by such person as prosecuting attorney during the time such 
prosecutorial service was rendered prior to the year 1987 and for which credited service is being 
sought, together with applicable interest. No judge whose term of office shall commence after the 
effective date of such amendments to this article shall be eligible to claim any credit for service 
rendered as a prosecuting attorney as eligible service for retirement benefits under this article, 
nor shall any time served as a prosecutor after the year 1988 be considered as eligible service 
for any purposes of this article. 

The bill, as just amended, was again ordered to engrossment. 

Engrossed Senate Bill 669 was then put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 669) passed. 

On motion of Senator Nelson, the following amendment to the title of the bill was reported by 
the Clerk and adopted: 

Eng. Senate Bill 669—A Bill to amend and reenact §5-10-14 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; and to amend and reenact §51-9-5 of said code, all relating to a change in 
the contribution levels of every person who is serving or shall hereafter serve as a judge of any 
court of record of this state and who elects to participate in this retirement system, on or after July 
1, 2023, to no less than three percent and no more than 10 percent of the participant's annual 
compensation.  

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect July 1, 2023. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 
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The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 669) takes effect July 1, 2023. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 670, Permitting newly hired 911 personnel to participate in Emergency 
Medical Services Retirement System. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on yesterday, 
Monday, February 21, 2022, for amendments to be received on third reading, was read a third 
time. 

On motion of Senator Nelson, the following amendment to the bill was reported by the Clerk 
and adopted: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

ARTICLE 5V. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES RETIREMENT SYSTEM ACT. 

§16-5V-2. Definitions. 

As used in this article, unless a federal law or regulation or the context clearly requires a 
different meaning: 

(a) "Accrued benefit" means on behalf of any member two and six-tenths percent per year of 
the member's final average salary for the first twenty years of credited service. Additionally, two 
percent per year for twenty-one through twenty-five years and one and one-half percent per year 
for each year over twenty-five years will be credited with a maximum benefit of sixty-seven 
percent. A member's accrued benefit may not exceed the limits of Section 415 of the Internal 
Revenue Code and is subject to the provisions of section twelve of this article. 

(1) The board may, upon the recommendation of the board's actuary, increase the employees' 
contribution rate to ten and five-tenths percent should the funding of the plan not reach seventy 
percent funded by July 1, 2012. The board shall decrease the contribution rate to eight and one-
half percent once the plan funding reaches the seventy percent support objective as of any later 
actuarial valuation date. 

(2) Upon reaching the seventy-five percent actuarial funded level, as of an actuarial valuation 
date, the board shall increase the two and six-tenths percent to two and three-quarter percent for 
the first twenty years of credited service. The maximum benefit will also be increased from sixty-
seven percent to ninety percent. 

(b) "Accumulated contributions" means the sum of all retirement contributions deducted from 
the compensation of a member, or paid on his or her behalf as a result of covered employment, 
together with regular interest on the deducted amounts. 
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(c) "Active military duty" means full-time active duty with any branch of the armed forces of 
the United States, including service with the National Guard or reserve military forces when the 
member has been called to active full-time duty and has received no compensation during the 
period of that duty from any board or employer other than the armed forces. 

(d) "Actuarial equivalent" means a benefit of equal value computed upon the basis of the 
mortality table and interest rates as set and adopted by the board in accordance with the 
provisions of this article. 

(e) "Annual compensation" means the wages paid to the member during covered employment 
within the meaning of Section 3401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code, but determined without 
regard to any rules that limit the remuneration included in wages based upon the nature or location 
of employment or services performed during the plan year plus amounts excluded under Section 
414(h)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code and less reimbursements or other expense allowances, 
cash or noncash fringe benefits or both, deferred compensation and welfare benefits. Annual 
compensation for determining benefits during any determination period may not exceed the 
maximum compensation allowed as adjusted for cost of living in accordance with section seven, 
article ten-d, chapter five of this code and Section 401(a)(17) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(f) "Annual leave service" means accrued annual leave. 

(g) "Annuity starting date" means the first day of the month for which an annuity is payable 
after submission of a retirement application. For purposes of this subsection, if retirement income 
payments commence after the normal retirement age, "retirement" means the first day of the 
month following or coincident with the latter of the last day the member worked in covered 
employment or the member's normal retirement age and after completing proper written 
application for retirement on an application supplied by the board. 

(h) "Board" means the Consolidated Public Retirement Board. 

(i) "Contributing service" or "contributory service" means service rendered by a member while 
employed by a participating public employer for which the member made contributions to the plan. 

(j) "County commission or political subdivision" has the meaning ascribed to it in this code. 

(k) "Covered employment" means either: (1) Employment as a full-time emergency medical 
technician, emergency medical technician/paramedic or emergency medical services/registered 
nurse and the active performance of the duties required of emergency medical services officers; 
or (2) the period of time during which active duties are not performed but disability benefits are 
received under this article; or (3) concurrent employment by an emergency medical services 
officer in a job or jobs in addition to his or her employment as an emergency medical services 
officer where the secondary employment requires the emergency medical services officer to be a 
member of another retirement system which is administered by the Consolidated Public 
Retirement Board pursuant to this code: Provided, That the emergency medical services officer 
contributes to the fund created in this article the amount specified as the member's contribution 
in section eight of this article; or (4) 911 personnel as defined in this section. 

(l) "Credited service" means the sum of a member's years of service, active military duty, 
disability service and accrued annual and sick leave service. 

(m) "Dependent child" means either: 
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(1) An unmarried person under age eighteen who is: 

(A) A natural child of the member; 

(B) A legally adopted child of the member; 

(C) A child who at the time of the member's death was living with the member while the 
member was an adopting parent during any period of probation; or 

(D) A stepchild of the member residing in the member's household at the time of the member's 
death; or 

(2) Any unmarried child under age twenty-three: 

(A) Who is enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited college or university; 

(B) Who was claimed as a dependent by the member for federal income tax purposes at the 
time of the member's death; and 

(C) Whose relationship with the member is described in paragraph (A), (B) or (C), subdivision 
(1) of this subsection. 

(n) "Dependent parent" means the father or mother of the member who was claimed as a 
dependent by the member for federal income tax purposes at the time of the member's death. 

(o) "Disability service" means service received by a member, expressed in whole years, 
fractions thereof or both, equal to one half of the whole years, fractions thereof, or both, during 
which time a member receives disability benefits under this article. 

(p) "Early retirement age" means age forty-five or over and completion of twenty years of 
contributory service. 

(q) "Effective date" means January 1, 2008. 

(r) "Emergency medical services officer" means an individual employed by the state, county 
or other political subdivision as a medical professional who is qualified to respond to medical 
emergencies, aids the sick and injured and arranges or transports to medical facilities, as defined 
by the West Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services. This definition is construed to include 
employed ambulance providers and other services such as law enforcement, rescue or fire 
department personnel who primarily perform these functions and are not provided any other 
credited service benefits or retirement plans. These persons may hold the rank of emergency 
medical technician/basic, emergency medical technician/paramedic, emergency medical 
services/registered nurse, or others as defined by the West Virginia Office of Emergency Medical 
Services and the Consolidated Public Retirement Board. 

(s) "Employer error" means an omission, misrepresentation or violation of relevant provisions 
of the West Virginia Code or of the West Virginia Code of State Rules or the relevant provisions 
of both the West Virginia Code and of the West Virginia Code of State Rules by the participating 
public employer that has resulted in an underpayment or overpayment of contributions required. 
A deliberate act contrary to the provisions of this article by a participating public employer does 
not constitute employer error. 
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(t) "Final average salary" means the average of the highest annual compensation received for 
covered employment by the member during any five consecutive plan years within the member's 
last ten years of service while employed, prior to any disability payment. If the member did not 
have annual compensation for the five full plan years preceding the member's attainment of 
normal retirement age and during that period the member received disability benefits under this 
article, then "final average salary" means the average of the monthly salary determined paid to 
the member during that period as determined under section nineteen of this article multiplied by 
twelve. Final average salary does not include any lump sum payment for unused, accrued leave 
of any kind or character. 

(u) "Full-time employment" means permanent employment of an employee by a participating 
public employer in a position which normally requires twelve months per year service and requires 
at least one thousand forty hours per year service in that position. 

(v) "Fund" means the West Virginia Emergency Medical Services Retirement Fund created 
by this article. 

(w) "Hour of service" means: 

(1) Each hour for which a member is paid or entitled to payment for covered employment 
during which time active duties are performed. These hours shall be credited to the member for 
the plan year in which the duties are performed; and 

(2) Each hour for which a member is paid or entitled to payment for covered employment 
during a plan year but where no duties are performed due to vacation, holiday, illness, incapacity 
including disability, layoff, jury duty, military duty, leave of absence or any combination thereof 
and without regard to whether the employment relationship has terminated. Hours under this 
subdivision shall be calculated and credited pursuant to West Virginia Division of Labor rules. A 
member will not be credited with any hours of service for any period of time he or she is receiving 
benefits under section nineteen or twenty of this article; and 

(3) Each hour for which back pay is either awarded or agreed to be paid by the employing 
county commission or political subdivision, irrespective of mitigation of damages. The same hours 
of service shall not be credited both under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection and under this 
subdivision. Hours under this paragraph shall be credited to the member for the plan year or years 
to which the award or agreement pertains, rather than the plan year in which the award, 
agreement or payment is made. 

(x) "Member" means a person first hired as an emergency medical services officer by an 
employer which is a participating public employer of the Public Employees Retirement System or 
the Emergency Medical Services Retirement System after the effective date of this article, as 
defined in subsection (q) of this section, or an emergency medical services officer of an employer 
which is a participating public employer of the Public Employees Retirement System first hired 
prior to the effective date and who elects to become a member pursuant to this article. A member 
shall remain a member until the benefits to which he or she is entitled under this article are paid 
or forfeited. 

(y) "Monthly salary" means the W-2 reportable compensation received by a member during 
the month. 
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(z) "Normal form" means a monthly annuity which is one twelfth of the amount of the member's 
accrued benefit which is payable for the member's life. If the member dies before the sum of the 
payments he or she receives equals his or her accumulated contributions on the annuity starting 
date, the named beneficiary shall receive in one lump sum the difference between the 
accumulated contributions at the annuity starting date and the total of the retirement income 
payments made to the member. 

(aa) "Normal retirement age" means the first to occur of the following: 

(1) Attainment of age fifty years and the completion of twenty or more years of regular 
contributory service, excluding active military duty, disability service and accrued annual and sick 
leave service; 

(2) While still in covered employment, attainment of at least age fifty years and when the sum 
of current age plus regular contributory years of service equals or exceeds seventy years; 

(3) While still in covered employment, attainment of at least age sixty years and completion of 
ten years of regular contributory service; or 

(4) Attainment of age sixty-two years and completion of five or more years of regular 
contributory service. 

(bb) "Participating public employer" means any county commission or political subdivision in 
the state which has elected to cover its emergency medical services officers, as defined in this 
article, under the West Virginia Emergency Medical Services Retirement System. 

(cc) "Political subdivision" means a county, city or town in the state; any separate corporation 
or instrumentality established by one or more counties, cities or towns, as permitted by law; any 
corporation or instrumentality supported in most part by counties, cities or towns; and any public 
corporation charged by law with the performance of a governmental function and whose 
jurisdiction is coextensive with one or more counties, cities or towns: Provided, That any public 
corporation established under section four, article fifteen, chapter seven of this code is considered 
a political subdivision solely for the purposes of this article. 

(dd) "Plan" means the West Virginia Emergency Medical Services Retirement System 
established by this article. 

(ee) "Plan year" means the twelve-month period commencing on January 1 of any designated 
year and ending the following December 31. 

(ff) "Public Employees Retirement System" means the West Virginia Public Employee's 
Retirement System created by West Virginia Code. 

(gg) "Regular interest" means the rate or rates of interest per annum, compounded annually, 
as the board adopts in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

(hh) "Required beginning date" means April 1 of the calendar year following the later of: (1) 
The calendar year in which the member attains age seventy and one-half; or (2) the calendar year 
in which he or she retires or otherwise separates from covered employment. 

(ii) "Retirant" means any member who commences an annuity payable by the plan. 
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(jj) "Retire" or "retirement" means a member's withdrawal from the employ of a participating 
public employer and the commencement of an annuity by the plan. 

(kk) "Retirement income payments" means the monthly retirement income payments payable 
under the plan. 

(ll) "Spouse" means the person to whom the member is legally married on the annuity starting 
date. 

(mm) "Surviving spouse" means the person to whom the member was legally married at the 
time of the member's death and who survived the member. 

(nn) "Totally disabled" means a member's inability to engage in substantial gainful activity by 
reason of any medically determined physical or mental impairment that can be expected to result 
in death or that has lasted or can be expected to last for a continuous period of not less than 
twelve months. 

For purposes of this subsection: 

(1) A member is totally disabled only if his or her physical or mental impairment or impairments 
is so severe that he or she is not only unable to perform his or her previous work as an emergency 
medical services officer but also cannot, considering his or her age, education and work 
experience, engage in any other kind of substantial gainful employment which exists in the state 
regardless of whether: (A) The work exists in the immediate area in which the member lives; (B) 
a specific job vacancy exists; or (C) the member would be hired if he or she applied for work. For 
purposes of this article, substantial gainful employment is the same definition as used by the 
United States Social Security Administration. 

(2) "Physical or mental impairment" is an impairment that results from an anatomical, 
physiological or psychological abnormality that is demonstrated by medically accepted clinical 
and laboratory diagnostic techniques. The board may require submission of a member's annual 
tax return for purposes of monitoring the earnings limitation. 

(oo) "Year of service" means a member shall, except in his or her first and last years of 
covered employment, be credited with years of service credit based upon the hours of service 
performed as covered employment and credited to the member during the plan year based upon 
the following schedule: 

Hours of Service Year of Service Credited. 

Less than 500  ..........................................................................................................  0 

500 to 999  ............................................................................................................  1/3 

1,000 to 1,499  ....................................................................................................... 2/3 

1,500 or more  ..........................................................................................................  1 

During a member's first and last years of covered employment, the member shall be credited 
with one twelfth of a year of service for each month during the plan year in which the member is 
credited with an hour of service for which contributions were received by the fund. A member is 
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not entitled to credit for years of service for any time period during which he or she received 
disability payments under section nineteen or twenty of this article. Except as specifically 
excluded, years of service include covered employment prior to the effective date. 

Years of service which are credited to a member prior to his or her receipt of accumulated 
contributions upon termination of employment pursuant to section eighteen of this article or 
section thirty, article ten, chapter five of this code, shall be disregarded for all purposes under this 
plan unless the member repays the accumulated contributions with interest pursuant to section 
eighteen of this article or has prior to the effective date made the repayment pursuant to section 
eighteen, article ten, chapter five of this code. 

"911 personnel" means an individual employed in fulltime employment with a county 911 
public safety answering point.  

§16-5V-6. Members. 

(a) Any emergency medical services officer first employed by a county or political subdivision 
in covered employment after the effective date of this article or 911 personnel hired on or after 
July 1, 2022, by a participating public employer shall be a member of this retirement plan as a 
condition of employment and upon membership does not qualify for membership in any other 
retirement system administered by the board, so long as he or she remains employed in covered 
employment: Provided, That any emergency medical services officer or 911 personnel who has 
concurrent employment in an additional job or jobs which would require the emergency medical 
services officer or 911 personnel to be a member of the West Virginia Deputy Sheriff Retirement 
System, the West Virginia Municipal Police Officers and Firefighters Retirement System, or the 
West Virginia Natural Resources Police Officer Retirement System shall participate in only one 
retirement system administered by the board, and the retirement system applicable to the 
concurrent employment for which the employee has the earliest date of hire shall prevail. 

(b) Any emergency medical services officer employed in covered employment by an employer 
which is currently a participating public employer of the Public Employees Retirement System 
shall notify in writing both the county commission in the county or officials in the political 
subdivision in which he or she is employed and the board of his or her desire to become a member 
of the plan by December 31, 2007. Any emergency medical services officer who elects to become 
a member of the plan ceases to be a member or have any credit for covered employment in any 
other retirement system administered by the board and shall continue to be ineligible for 
membership in any other retirement system administered by the board so long as the emergency 
medical services officer remains employed in covered employment by an employer which is 
currently a participating public employer of this plan: Provided, That any emergency medical 
services officer who does not affirmatively elect to become a member of the plan continues to be 
eligible for any other retirement system as is, from time to time, offered to other county employees 
but is ineligible for this plan regardless of any subsequent termination of employment and rehire. 

(c) Any emergency medical services officer who was employed as an emergency medical 
services officer prior to the effective date, but was not employed on the effective date of this 
article, shall become a member upon rehire as an emergency medical services officer. For 
purposes of this section, the member's years of service and credited service prior to the effective 
date shall not be counted for any purposes under this plan unless the emergency medical services 
officer has not received the return of his or her accumulated contributions in the Public Employees 
Retirement System pursuant to §5-10-30 of this code. The member may request in writing to have 
his or her accumulated contributions and employer contributions from covered employment in the 
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Public Employees Retirement System transferred to the plan. If the conditions of this subsection 
are met, all years of the emergency medical services officer's covered employment shall be 
counted as years of service for the purposes of this article. 

(d) Any emergency medical services officer employed in covered employment on the effective 
date of this article who has timely elected to transfer into this plan as provided in subsection (b) 
of this section shall be given credited service at the time of transfer for all credited service then 
standing to the emergency medical services officer's service credit in the Public Employees 
Retirement System regardless of whether the credited service (as that term is defined in §5-10-2 
of this code) was earned as an emergency medical services officer. All credited service standing 
to the transferring emergency medical services officer's credit in the Public Employees Retirement 
System at the time of transfer into this plan shall be transferred into the plan created by this article 
and the transferring emergency medical services officer shall be given the same credit for the 
purposes of this article for all service transferred from the Public Employees Retirement System 
as that transferring emergency medical services officer would have received from the Public 
Employees Retirement System as if the transfer had not occurred. In connection with each 
transferring emergency medical services officer receiving credit for prior employment as provided 
in this subsection, a transfer from the Public Employees Retirement System to this plan shall be 
made pursuant to the procedures described in this article: Provided, That any member of this plan 
who has elected to transfer from the Public Employees Retirement System into this plan pursuant 
to subsection (b) of this section may not, after having transferred into and becoming an active 
member of this plan, reinstate to his or her credit in this plan any service credit relating to periods 
in which the member was not in covered employment as an emergency medical services officer 
and which service was withdrawn from the Public Employees Retirement System prior to his or 
her elective transfer into this plan. 

(e) Once made, the election made under this section is irrevocable. All emergency medical 
services officers employed by an employer which is a participating public employer of the Public 
Employees Retirement System after the effective date and emergency medical services officers 
electing to become members as described in this section shall be members as a condition of 
employment and shall make the contributions required by this article. 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, any individual who is a leased employee 
is not eligible to participate in the plan. For purposes of this plan, a "leased employee" means any 
individual who performs services as an independent contractor or pursuant to an agreement with 
an employee leasing organization or similar organization. If a question arises regarding the status 
of an individual as a leased employee, the board has final power to decide the question. 

§16-5V-31. How a county commission or political subdivision becomes a participating 
public employer. How a county commission, political subdivision, or county 911 public 
safety answering point becomes a participating public employer.  

Any county commission or political subdivision, or county 911 public safety answering point 
employing emergency medical services officers or 911 personnel may by a three-fifths vote of its 
governing body, or by a majority vote of its electors, elect to become a participating public 
employer and thereby include its emergency medical services officers and 911 personnel in the 
membership of the plan. The clerk or secretary of each such county commission, or political 
subdivision, or county 911 public safety answering point governing board electing to become a 
participating public employer shall certify the determination of the county commission, or political 
subdivision, or county 911 public safety answering point governing board to the Consolidated 
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Public Retirement Board within ten days from and after the vote of the governing body or the 
canvass of votes upon such action. Once a county commission, or political subdivision, or county 
911 public safety answering point governing board elects to participate in the plan, the action is 
final and it may not, at a later date, elect to terminate its participation in the plan. 

The bill, as just amended, was again ordered to engrossment. 

Engrossed Senate Bill 670 was then put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 670) passed. 

On motion of Senator Nelson, the following amendment to the title of the bill was reported by 
the Clerk and adopted: 

Eng. Senate Bill 670—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-5V-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §16-5V-6 of said code; and to amend and reenact §16-
5V-31 of said code, all relating to the inclusion of newly hired 911 personnel as members of the 
Emergency Medical Services Retirement System. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

At the request of Senator Brown, and by unanimous consent, the Senate returned to the 
second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate again proceeded to the eighth order of business, the next bill coming up in 
numerical sequence being 

Eng. House Bill 3303, Relating to clarifying the process of filling vacancies on ballots. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the unreported Judiciary committee 
amendment pending, and with the right having been granted on yesterday, Monday, February 21, 
2022, for further amendments to be received on third reading, was read a third time. 

The following amendment to the bill, from the Committee on the Judiciary, was reported by 
the Clerk and adopted: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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ARTICLE 5. PRIMARY ELECTIONS AND NOMINATING PROCEDURES. 

§3-5-11. Withdrawals; filling vacancies in candidacy; publication. 

(a) A candidate who has filed a certificate of announcement and wishes to withdraw and 
decline to stand as a candidate for the office shall file a signed and notarized statement of 
withdrawal on a form provided by the Secretary of State with the same officer with whom the 
certificate of announcement was filed. If the notarized statement of withdrawal is received by the 
proper officer by the deadlines set forth in subsection (b) of this section, then the candidate's 
withdrawal is final and his or her name shall not be certified as a candidate nor printed on any 
ballot. If a candidate files a notarized statement of withdrawal after the deadlines set forth in 
subsection (b) of this section, the candidate shall not be withdrawn and the candidate's name 
shall remain on the ballot. 

(b) Deadlines for withdrawing as a candidate: 

(1) For primary or special primary elections or nonpartisan elections held in conjunction with 
a primary election: The notarized statement of withdrawal must be received by the same officer 
with whom the certificate of announcement was filed by the close of business of that officer not 
later than the third Tuesday following the close of the candidate filing period. 

(2) For general or special general elections or nonpartisan elections held in conjunction with 
a general election: The notarized statement of withdrawal must be received by the same officer 
with whom the certificate of announcement was filed by the close of business of that officer not 
later than eighty-four days before the general election. 

(c) Upon request of the candidate's family, the board of ballot commissioners may remove the 
name of a candidate who dies before the ballots are printed. If a candidate dies after the ballots 
are printed but before the election, the clerk of the county commission shall give a written notice 
which shall be posted with the sample ballot at each precinct with the county to the following 
effect: "To the voter: (name) of (residence), a candidate for (office) is deceased." 

(d) If after the time is closed for announcing as a candidate there is a vacancy on the ballot 
caused by failure of any person of a party to file for each available seat of each available office, 
the executive committee of the party for the political division within which such candidate was to 
be voted for, or its chair if the committee fails to act, may fill the vacancy and certify the candidate 
named to the appropriate filing officer.: Provided, That for a delegate district or senatorial district 
situated entirely within a single county, the county executive committee, or its chairperson if the 
committee fails to act, may fill the vacancy and certify the candidate named to the appropriate 
filing officer. Certification of the appointment by the executive committee or its chair, the 
candidate's certificate of announcement, and the filing fee must be received by the appropriate 
filing officer as follows: For an appointment by an executive committee, no later than the second 
Friday following the close of filing, for an appointment by its chair, no later than the third Tuesday 
following the close of filing: Provided, however, That any candidate appointed to an intra-county 
delegate or senatorial district by a county executive committee for that district pursuant to the 
process and by the deadline provided in this subsection shall not be refused certification for 
placement on the 2022 primary election ballot for that reason. A candidate appointed to fill a 
vacancy on the ballot under this subsection shall have his or her name printed on the primary 
ballot for that party. 
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(e) The amendments to this section enacted by the Legislature during the 2022 Regular 
Session shall be retrospective to January 30, 2022. 

§3-5-19. Vacancies in nominations; how filled; fees. 

(a) If any vacancy occurs in the party nomination of candidates for office nominated at the 
primary election or by appointment under the provisions of section eleven of this article, the 
vacancies may be filled, subject to the following requirements and limitations: 

(1) Each appointment made under this section shall be made by the executive committee of 
the political party for the political division in which the vacancy occurs: Provided, That if the 
executive committee holds a duly called meeting in accordance with §3-1-9 of this code but fails 
to make an appointment or fails to certify the appointment of the candidate to the proper filing 
officer within the time required, the chairperson of the executive committee may make the 
appointment not later than two days following the deadline for the executive committee. Provided 
however, That for a delegate district or senatorial district situated entirely within a single county, 
the county executive committee, or its chairperson if the committee fails to act, may fill the vacancy 
and certify the candidate named to the appropriate filing officer. 

(2) Each appointment made under this section is complete only upon the receipt by the proper 
filing officer of the certificate of appointment by the executive committee, or its chairperson, as 
the case may be, the certificate of announcement of the candidate as prescribed in section seven 
of this article and, except for appointments made under subdivision (4), (5), (6) or (7) of this 
subsection, the filing fee or waiver of fee as prescribed in section eight or eight-a of this article. 
The proper filing officer is the officer with whom the original certificate of announcement is 
regularly filed for that office. 

(3) If a vacancy in nomination will be caused by the failure of a candidate to file for an office, 
or by withdrawal of a candidate no later than the third Tuesday following the close of candidate 
filing pursuant to the provisions of section eleven of this article, a nominee may be appointed by 
the executive committee and certified to the proper filing officer no later than 30 days after the 
last day to file a certificate of announcement pursuant to section seven of this article. 

(4) If a vacancy in nomination is caused by the disqualification of a candidate and the vacancy 
occurs not later than 84 days before the general election, a nominee may be appointed by the 
executive committee and certified to the proper filing officer not later than 78 days before the 
general election. A candidate may be determined disqualified if a written request is made by an 
individual with information to show a candidate's ineligibility to the State Election Commission no 
later than 84 days before the general election explaining grounds why a candidate is not eligible 
to be placed on the general election ballot or not eligible to hold the office, if elected. The State 
Election Commission shall review the reasons for the request. If the commission finds the 
circumstances warrant the disqualification of the candidate, the commission shall authorize 
appointment by the executive committee to fill the vacancy. Upon receipt of the authorization, a 
nominee may be appointed by the executive committee and certified to the proper filing officer no 
later than 78 days before the general election. 

(5) If a vacancy in nomination is caused by the incapacity of the candidate and if the vacancy 
occurs not later than 84 days before the general election, a nominee may be appointed by the 
executive committee and certified to the proper filing officer no later than 78 days before the 
general election. 
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(6) If a vacancy in nomination is caused by the timely filing of a notarized statement of 
withdrawal, according to section eleven of this article, of a candidate whose name would 
otherwise appear on the general election ballot, a replacement on the general election ballot may 
be appointed by the executive committee and certified to the proper filing officer no later than 78 
days before the general election. 

(7) If a vacancy in nomination is caused by the death of the candidate occurring no later than 
25 days before the general election, a nominee may be appointed by the executive committee 
and certified to the proper filing officer no later than 21 days following the date of death or no later 
than 22 days before the general election, whichever date occurs first. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in §3-10-1 et seq. of this code, if any vacancy occurs in a 
partisan office or position other than political party executive committee, which creates an 
unexpired term for a position which would not otherwise appear on the ballot in the general 
election, and the vacancy occurs after the close of candidate filing for the primary election but not 
later than 84 days before the general election, a nominee of each political party may be appointed 
by the executive committee and certified to the proper filing officer no later than 78 days before 
the general election. Appointments shall be filed in the same manner as provided in subsection 
(a) of this section, except that the filing fee shall be paid before the appointment is complete. 

(c) When a vacancy occurs in the board of education after the close of candidate filing for the 
primary election but not later than 84 days before the general election, a special candidate filing 
period shall be established. Candidates seeking election to any unexpired term for board of 
education shall file a certificate of announcement and pay the filing fee to the clerk of the county 
commission no earlier than the first Monday in August and no later than 77 days before the 
general election. 

(d) The amendments to this section enacted by the Legislature during the 2022 Regular 
Session shall be retrospective to January 30, 2022. 

Engrossed House Bill 3303, as just amended, was then put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 3303) passed. 

The following amendment to the title of the bill, from the Committee on the Judiciary, was 
reported by the Clerk and adopted: 

Eng. House Bill 3303—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-5-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; and to amend and reenact §3-5-19 of said code, all relating to clarifying the 
process of filling vacancies on ballots; authorizing the county executive committee or chair of an 
intra-county delegate or senatorial district to fill vacancy on primary election ballot; prohibiting 
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Secretary of State from refusing certification of candidates appointed to an intra-county delegate 
or senatorial district by the county executive committee for that district by certain deadline for 
placement on 2022 primary election ballot; authorizing the county executive committee or chair 
of an intra-county delegate senatorial district to fill vacancy on general election ballot; and making 
amendments retrospective to January 30, 2022. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 3303) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, the provisions of Rule 54 of 
the Rules of the Senate, relating to persons entitled to the privileges of the floor, were suspended 
in order to grant the Glenville State College delegation privileges of the floor for the day. 

Without objection, the Senate returned to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 4264—A Bill to amend and reenact §18B-2A-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to designating Glenville State College a university, having met 
eligibility requirements. 

At the request of Senator Clements, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was taken up 
for immediate consideration, reference to a committee dispensed with, read a first time, and 
ordered to second reading. 

On motion of Senator Takubo, the constitutional rule requiring a bill to be read on three 
separate days was suspended by a vote of four fifths of the members present, taken by yeas and 
nays. 

On suspending the constitutional rule, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, 
Caputo, Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, 
Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, 
Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: None.  

The bill was read a second time and ordered to third reading. 

Engrossed House Bill 4264 was then read a third time and put upon its passage. 

Pending discussion, 

The question being "Shall Engrossed House Bill 4264 pass?" 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, 
Clements, Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, 
Nelson, Phillips, Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, 
Takubo, Tarr, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 4264) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Baldwin, Beach, Boley, Brown, Caputo, Clements, 
Geffert, Grady, Hamilton, Jeffries, Karnes, Lindsay, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Phillips, 
Plymale, Roberts, Romano, Rucker, Smith, Stollings, Stover, Swope, Sypolt, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 4264) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

At the request of Senator Caputo, unanimous consent being granted, the Senate returned to 
the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate proceeded to the ninth order of business. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 230, Relating generally to public employees grievance procedure. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 470, Relating generally to health care decisions. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 
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Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 553, Relating to powers of WV Health Care Authority. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 556, Removing outdated reference to federal officers' peace-keeping authority. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 586, Relating to athletic eligibility of transfer students. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, the bill was ordered to 
engrossment and advanced to third reading with the right for amendments to be considered on 
that reading. 

Senate Bill 619, Relating to rulemaking for unidentified and unclaimed remains in possession 
of Chief Medical Examiner. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 628, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of Commerce, 
DNR. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 629, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of Education, 
WV BOE, Vocational Division. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 630, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Higher Education Policy 
Commission, Administration – Control Account. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 633, Supplementing and amending appropriations to DHHR, Consolidated 
Medical Services Fund. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 636, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of Revenue, 
Office of Tax Appeals. 
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On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 637, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Executive, Governor's Office 
– Civil Contingent Fund. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 639, Providing 45-day waiting period on rate increases when water and sewer 
services are purchased from municipality. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 640, Eliminating requirement of PSC to send certain recommended decisions by 
certified mail. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 643, Removing residency requirement of members appointed to 
county airport authority. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 650, Eliminating number of royalty owners required for utilization 
by operator for lawful use and development by co-tenants. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 651, Allowing county BOE participating in operation of multicounty vocational 
center to withdraw. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 685, Relating to WV Real Estate License Act. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the tenth order of business. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 430, Modifying witness fee rate paid by state to match federal 
court system. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 
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At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 463, Best Interests of Child Protection Act of 2022. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 622, Establishing requirements for carbon dioxide sequestration. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the twelfth order of business. 

Remarks were made by Senators Karnes and Woelfel. 

The Senate then proceeded to the thirteenth order of business. 

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senator was removed 
as a co-sponsor of the following bill on February 21, 2022: 

Senate Bill 562: Senator Stollings. 

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senators were added 
as co-sponsors to the following bills and resolutions on February 21, 2022: 

Senate Bill 657: Senator Woelfel; 

Senate Bill 684: Senator Smith; 

Senate Bill 690: Senator Jeffries; 

Senate Bill 691: Senators Jeffries and Woelfel; 

Senate Bill 692: Senators Rucker, Lindsay, Stollings, and Woelfel; 

Senate Bill 696: Senator Sypolt; 

Senate Bill 697: Senators Woelfel and Phillips; 

Senate Bill 699: Senators Stollings and Romano; 

Senate Bill 700: Senator Phillips; 

Senate Bill 701: Senators Romano and Maroney; 

Senate Bill 703: Senator Phillips; 

Senate Bill 704: Senators Rucker, Karnes, Sypolt, Tarr, Roberts, and Smith; 

Senate Bill 706: Senator Stollings; 
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Senate Bill 708: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 710: Senators Rucker, Sypolt, Karnes, and Roberts; 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 51: Senator Lindsay; 

Senate Resolution 32: Senator Stollings; 

And, 

Senate Resolution 34: Senator Lindsay. 

Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate, 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 12:40 p.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at 11 a.m. 

____________ 
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