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Accurate name of group
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1,422 square mile watershed spanning five WV counties – Mon, Preston, Tucker, Randolph & Pocahontas – and small portions of MD and PA

Monongahela River/Ohio Basin

North running river with dam at Lake Lynn (Cheat Lake).  Low-head dam at Albright Power Station. Free-flowing.

The Five Forks of the Cheat Shavers Fork, Dry Fork (Gandy & Red creeks), Glady Fork, Laurel Fork & Blackwater River
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Long history of industrial abuses, primarily heavy logging and pre-law mining

Many ecologically special places and recreation opportunities
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Comeback Kid
Once named one
of America’s “Most
Endangered” rivers,
the Cheat has re-
bounded from
years of abuse &
once again supports
fish through its 162
mile main stem.




Threats to Water Quality
#1 Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)
…and everything else
sedimentation (natural & man-made*)
acidification of headwater tributaries
bacteria from inadequate sewage treatment
chemical spills/leaks – hauling (road & rail) and on-site storage/use*

* The Cheat watershed has yet to see rapid oil & gas expansion due to market factors.


Twenty Years of Friends of the Cheat
Cheat River Restoration
Abandoned mine land remediation projects
Office of Special Reclamation pilot partnership
CAPABLE volunteer monitoring program
Brownfields revitalization
Recreation & River Access
Whitewater river access
Preston Rail-Trail Committee
Cheat River Water Trail Committee
Land & Water Conservation
Community Outreach & Place-Based Education

THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS: WHAT NEXT?



Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) Remediation
15 treatment systems implemented by FOC in cooperation with private landowners with over $8 million in funding
26 ½ miles of the Cheat River main stem slated for removal from the state’s list of impaired streams for poor pH due to AMD
WVDEP Office of Special Reclamation (OSR) retrofitting the majority of their lower Cheat treatment systems
Year 2 of FOC’s Pilot Partnership Project with WVDEP OSR – 4 new employees serving 27 sites in Mon & Preston Co
New funding for Sovern England & Lick Run Portals projects
Seeking support for Fickey Run in-stream dosing effort





2 expanded systems on AMLs in 2014 (Upper Muddy & Big Bear), 1 new system for 2015 (NFGRR), 1 retrofit (Sovern Titchnell). Also doing new WBPs for Muddy and Pringle. WRI doing new WBP for Lick.
7





Clockwise from top left:  Open mine portal polluting Lick Run, refuse pile along Lick Run, installing FOC’s first active lime doser at the Pase treatment site, FOC volunteer Devra.



The Future of AMD Treatment & System Operations & Maintenance
Cleanup of AMD, pre-law AMLs and forfeited mines, is funded or supplemented by a tax on coal production.
Across the nation, coal production is in decline.
Recently, WV’s Special Reclamation fund was deemed “actuarially bankrupt”.
The current funding mechanism for reclamation of abandoned mine lands will end in 2021.
With coal production down, SMCRA will be very, very hard to re-authorize.
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This AML site contains 4 portals discharging hundreds of gallons of water with pH less than 3 and loaded with, literally, tons of metals EVERY MINUTE into Lick Run.  Lick Run joins the Cheat River above Kingwood’s municipal drinking water intake.
Reclamation Estimate - Land & Water = $2,000,000
PLUS annual O&M costs for water treatment exceeding
$50,000/month


“The Re-do”
Re-authorize SMCRA and re-examine and re-prioritize work to be done:  What does the public want?

“Pass the Buck”
States such as PA and NE are collecting revenue from the booming gas industry for future needs, including AMD treatment system O&M.


What’s the Plan?


“Do Nothing”
AML completes the land reclamation they can with dwindling funds.
AML invests no more money into collaborative water treatment projects.
We pass the AMD problem onto yet another generation with even fewer resources to combat.
We give up.



Threats to       Water Quality
#1 Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)
…and everything else
sedimentation (natural & man-made*)
acidification of headwater tributaries
bacteria from inadequate sewage treatment
chemical spills/leaks – hauling (road & rail) and on-site storage/use*
+  NPDES permitted discharges
+  leaking underground storage tanks
+  unregulated water withdrawals*
(* oil & gas exploration and production related)
Source
>


The Cheat is a Drinking Water Source!
City of Parsons
Town of Rowlesburg
City of Kingwood
Bruceton Mills PSD#4 (Big Sandy Creek/wells)

These public utilities have SWPPs - some are more thorough than others.
They are members of the River Alert Information System (RAIN).
FOC has been engaged in the development of Kingwood’s and PSD#4’s SWPP.
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Meet Bob



He recently received the Perkins-Boynton Award from the West Virginia American Water Works Association for exemplary operations in systems with more than 1,000 customers. Also, in 2011 and 2012 he received the Area Wide Optimization Award for outstanding efforts toward optimizing filter plant performance.
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A Few Ideas on SB373 Implementation…
The utilities need the resources to do a good job - $$$$, training, technical support
Engage the public - “every effort possible” – make it EASY to be involved
No folder warmers – the plans should be practiced and updated regularly

Do not delay or weaken the rule.


What Will Be Our Legacy?














$7.6B in consumer spending, $2B in wages and salaries & 82K direct jobs, $532M in state and local tax revenue
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New Upper Cheat River Water Trail website to launch this week (or next) www.cheatwatertrail.org
$24K in DOH funding awarded for ADA access site in Rowlesburg



Recent Cheat River Highlights




Bull Run Road campaign
Outfitters contemplating cancelling spring Cheat Canyon trips
FOC approached DOH with a partnership plan
FOC raised nearly $12K in less than 2 weeks

Demonstrates public interest
& investment in recreation!


Recent Cheat River Highlights


Cheat River Canyon Protected!

Cheat River Canyon Video








Cheat Canyon Public Opening
Friday, September 12th - 11am at Coopers Rock State Forest main overlook



Friends of the Cheat Celebrates 20 Years!










“Etsy” Award Winner!


WILDEST OUTDOOR ACTIVITY!






Best Local Nonprofit





Amanda Pitzer:  amanda@cheat.org      Friends of the Cheat:  (304)329-3621
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