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AGENDA



JOINT COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT



Date:		Sunday, November 14, 2021	

Time:		1:00pm – 2:00 pm

Location:	House Judiciary, Rm 410M 

Co-Chairs:	Senator Sypolt, Delegate Phillips 

		 

1.	Call to Order

[bookmark: _Hlk72929802]2.	Roll Call

3.	Approval of September 14, 2021, minutes	

4.	David Umling, to give a presentation on the Farm Fresh Dairy Act (SB58)

5.       Crescent Gallagher, Department of Agriculture, to give a presentation on 

	agritourism

6.	Other Business

7. 	Adjournment		


				***Notice: Agenda subject to change***



 



AGENDA



 



 



JOINT



 



COMMITTEE ON 



AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 



DEVELOPMENT



 



 



Date:



 



 



Sunday



, 



November



 



14, 2021



 



 



Time:



 



 



1



:00



p



m 



–



 



2



:00 



p



m



 



Location:



 



House Judiciary



, Rm 410M



 



 



Co



-



Chairs



:



 



Senator Sypolt



, Delegate Phillips



 



 



 



 



 



 



1.



 



Call to Order



 



2.



 



Roll Call



 



3



.



 



Approval of 



September 14, 202



1



,



 



minutes



 



 



4



.



 



Dav



id



 



Umling, 



to



 



give a 



presentation on 



the Farm Fresh Dairy Act (SB58)



 



5.



 



      



Cres



c



ent Gallagher, Department of Agriculture, to give a presentation on 



 



 



agritourism



 



6



.



 



Other 



B



usiness



 



7



.



 



 



Adjournment



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



***Notice: Agenda 



subject to change



***



 






 


AGENDA 


 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 


DEVELOPMENT 


 


Date:  Sunday, November 14, 2021  


Time:  1:00pm – 2:00 pm 


Location: House Judiciary, Rm 410M  


Co-Chairs: Senator Sypolt, Delegate Phillips  


    


1. Call to Order 


2. Roll Call 


3. Approval of September 14, 2021, minutes  


4. David Umling, to give a presentation on the Farm Fresh Dairy Act (SB58) 


5.       Crescent Gallagher, Department of Agriculture, to give a presentation on  


 agritourism 


6. Other Business 


7.  Adjournment   


 


    ***Notice: Agenda subject to change*** 




DRAFT Raw Milk Customer Tour documentation.docx






Producer Compliance with Best Sanitary Milking and Milk Handling Practices:

The WV Farm Fresh Dairy Act of 2022 requires all unprocessed (raw) milk producers to comply with the following list of Best Sanitary Milking and Milk Handling Practices to ensure that the natural integrity of the milk as it is taken from the farm’s dairy animals is preserved and maintained prior to the date of sale or processing into saleable dairy products.  The Act further requires the producer to offer each customer a tour of the producer’s milking operation and milk product processing facilities so that each customer can be assured that the producer is following and complying with all applicable statutory safe milking and milk handling requirements.  The statutory Safe Milking and Milk Handing requirements are as follows:

(1)  All dairy animals shall be milked in a fully enclosed structure or room with a concrete floor that is separated from indoor animal housing pens by a wall.  Any animal waste and/or spilled animal feed or soiled bedding debris, as may incidentally result from the milking operation, shall be swept or washed from the concrete flooring of the animal milking area or parlor as soon as practicable after each milking.  For small animal milking herds (goats and/or sheep), the milking area may be housed in a fully enclosed room or accessory structure (such as, but not necessarily limited to a shed or garage) having a concrete or alternative durable, washable, and impervious, flooring surface, such as but not limited to tile or vinyl, as long as its integrity is properly maintained against routine animal traffic wear and tear.

(2)  Prior to milking, each udder and teat of the dairy animal shall be cleaned using a sanitary wash or wipe.

(3)  Prior to milking, a strip test of milk from each teat shall be performed to check for possible milk infections.  If the strip test results indicate that the animal’s milk is clotted and/or bloody, no milk from that animal shall be sold or processed until the animal has been determined to be healthy and subsequently produces a clean strip test.

(4)  Each dairy animal shall be milked using a fully sealed and self-contained mechanical or hand-operated vacuum system that conveys all milk directly from the teat via hoses to a glass, FDA approved food grade plastic, or stainless-steel receiving vessel.

(5)  After a dairy animal has been milked, a sanitary teat wash or dip shall be applied to each teat before the animal is released from the milking stand, stanchion, or parlor.

(6)  All milk collected in a self-contained milking system shall be subsequently strained (using a sanitary strainer material) when transferred to a sanitized container for eventual consumer sale and stored in a cooling device that will effectively reduce the temperature of the milk to forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit or less within two (2) hours after milking is complete.

(7)  All milk handling components shall be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized as soon as practicable after each milking.

(8)  Any and all raw milk intended for sale under the West Virginia Fresh Food Freedom Act shall be stored in a refrigeration device or system that will maintain the temperature of the milk between thirty-five (35) and forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit until the date of sale.

(9)  Any dairy animal determined to be ill with a disease or infection that could be contagious to the rest of the herd and/or would materially impair the natural quality of the milk produced shall be housed in a separate holding pen or facility (such as a designated quarantine or recovery pen) from the rest of the herd and not milked until the illness has been treated and the animal has fully recovered.  No milk incidentally or accidentally produced from any such ill dairy animal shall be processed or sold from the farm.

(10)  All dairy animals shall be fed water from a clean, potable water source.  All hay shall be stored in a dry location, and all pelletized feed shall be stored in a dry location and in a storage container that effectively restricts pest infestation.



Customer Declaration:

I, (Print Name of Customer Here), hereby declare and attest that, (Print Name of Producer here), formally offered and gave me a tour of the (Print Name of Farm or Operation Here), milking operation on (Print Date of Tour Here) and explained to my satisfaction how that operation satisfies all applicable Safe Milking and Milk Handling requirements of the WV Farm Fresh Dairy Act of 2022 (as listed above) prior to my initial purchase of unprocessed milk and/or dairy products.

I hereby affirm and attest by my signature on this, the (Insert Date of Month Here) day of (Insert Month and Year Here) that the aforementioned declaration is true and correct.



Signature of Customer:  (Space for Customer Signature)



Producer Signature:  (Space for Producer Signature)
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Safe Raw Milk Handling and Use Guidelines for All Consumers:

The WV Farm Fresh Dairy Act of 2022 requires all registered unprocessed (raw) milk producers to inform all customers of special safe handling and use guidelines to follow when storing and consuming unpasteurized (raw) milk and to inform all customers of specific producer liability limitations for the sale of unprocessed milk and milk products prior to the initial purchase of any unprocessed (raw) milk and/or dairy product produced from unprocessed (raw) milk including, but not necessarily limited to skim milk, cream, buttermilk, whey, butter, cheese, ice cream, and yogurt for human consumption by a customer.  To ensure safe use and consumption of unprocessed (raw) milk and dairy products, each customer should understand, and comply with the following specific guidelines:

1.  All unprocessed (raw) milk or dairy products should be kept in a pre-sanitized container and refrigerated at a temperature between thirty-five (35) and forty (40) degrees.

2.  No unprocessed (raw) milk or dairy product should not be allowed to sit unrefrigerated for periods of time longer than may be necessary for immediate use.

3.  All unprocessed (raw) fluid milk should be consumed or used not more than seven (7) days from the date of purchase.  All dairy products made from unprocessed (raw) milk should be consumed or used by or before the safe shelf-life date specified on the product label.

4.  Unprocessed (raw) milk or dairy products should be properly disposed and not used or consumed if incidentally or accidentally contaminated in any way by the consumer.

5.  Pregnant women and customers with weakened immune systems should consult a qualified physician prior to consuming unprocessed (raw) milk or dairy products.

Each producer may include additional safe handling and use guidelines as may be recommended by the producer’s liability insurance provider.

6.  The producer assumes no liability for illnesses resulting from the consumption of unprocessed (raw) milk or dairy product that is caused by the failure of the consumer to properly follow or abide by the aforementioned safe handling and use guidelines.

Customer Declaration:

I, (Print Name of Customer Here), hereby declare and attest that, (Print Name of Producer here), provided me with a printed copy of the above list of Safe Unprocessed (Raw) Milk Handling and Use Guidelines on (Print Date of Receipt Here) as required by the WV Farm Fresh Dairy Act of 2022 prior to my initial purchase of unprocessed milk and/or dairy products.

I hereby affirm and attest by my signature on this, the (Insert Date of Month Here) day of (Insert Month and Year Here) that the aforementioned declaration is true and correct.



Signature of Customer:  (Space for Customer Signature)



Producer Signature:  (Space for Producer Signature)
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November 2021

Legislative Update

West Virginia EMS System











TOPICS:



· EMS Agenda for the Future

· Committee currently working with WVOEMS to define how to accomplish each goal.

· Tori Geis

· Wait Times at Hospitals

· EMSAC has worked with the WV Hospital Association

· WVOEMS has work with Secretary Crouch

· Implement 2 Year State Certification (Adjust Fee Structure accordingly)

· Match National Registry

· Adjust prices to reflect evenly

· Cleans up process

· Supported by WVOEMS

· Agency Training Officer Program

· Roll out has started and will continue through June 2022

· Paramedic Program/Community Colleges

· Cost

· Availability

· Length

· Requirements

· [image: ]Differences between programs

· Additional Opportunities being explored through the WVDE

· EMT Pass Rates – 70% National / 48% WV

· Minimal Hour Program

· Implemented use of EMS Testing

· National Registry has identified WV as a state struggling with pass rates

· NR will provide staff to assist WV educators throughout 2022 to improve quality of education and pass rates.

· Identified concerns with the accepted EMS education courses.

· NAEMSE and WVDE programs





WVPST/WVOEMS DATA
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PILOT PROJECT UPDATES 
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63%

62%

60%































What does all this mean…

I. WVOEMS will prioritize review of Educational Institutes to assure they are following policy.

II. WVOEMS and EMSAC will review the Teaching Methodology programs currently available and revise as needed. All instructors shall meet the same requirements. 

III. WVEMSAC, WVOEMS, and WVPST will review results from the EMS Testing product bi-monthly and report results to the legislative committee.

IV. WVOEMS will require that all Educational Institutes implement a final exam prior to National Registry testing. The requirement for an entrance exam will be contingent on the WVDE/WVPST pilot program.

V. WVEMSAC and WVOEMS will work with National Registry to better prepare our instructor core for the NREMT test. 

VI. WVPST will continue to evaluate trending verses predictability in an effort to increase our pass rates. At this point, WVPST cannot determine if the data collected will give definitive conclusions.





TOTAL EMS Instructors	

WVPST/WVDE Instructors	NAEMSE Instructors	226	78	



WVPST / NAEMSE EMT Student Enrollment



TOTAL EMT Students	2020	2021	781	573	WVPST EMT Students	2020	2021	556	440	Series NAEMSA Students	2020	2021	225	133	







National Registry Pass Rate Comparison



National Registry Obtained	

Pass Rates 2020	Pass Rates 2021	0.4	0.44640000000000002	National Registry	

Pass Rates 2020	Pass Rates 2021	0.74	0.74	Training Agencies that do not track	

Pass Rates 2020	Pass Rates 2021	0.17	0.35	





EMT Entrance Exam



Reading Average	Class 22-141-07	Class 22-059-07	Class 22-090-07	Class 22-116-07	9.4	8.6	11.7	8.8000000000000007	Math Average	Class 22-141-07	Class 22-059-07	Class 22-090-07	Class 22-116-07	97.3	94	96.5	98	EMT Base Average	Class 22-141-07	Class 22-059-07	Class 22-090-07	Class 22-116-07	63.1	59.1	61.5	67	







Modular Adaptive Tests 



Number of Questions	

Class 1	Class 2	Class 3	1027	1154	1379	Correct Answers	

Class 1	Class 2	Class 3	620	714	863	



Questions
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WVDA Agritourism Interims_finished-edits.pptx
Growing Agritourism in West Virginia

Evaluating current policies and barriers to growth

Presented by the West Virginia Department of Agriculture





Interim Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

Nov. 14, 2021







What We Intend to Cover


History and Intent Agritourism Bill: 19-36

Current Issues Facing the Industry

Case Studies in West Virginia

Path Moving Forward





WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Full Code









TITLE OF WRITING/INTERVIEW

- Name









Here is a great visual representation of what agritourism can include. While the heart of agritourism is agriculture at its core, it is surrounded with other more entertainment and experiences. Just like agriculture, agritourism has different facets that it can include, as well. 
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Open discussion 

What was the original intent SB 446: Creating Agritourism Responsibility Act (2018)









Emerging Agritourism Issues



As the industry continues to grow, we see more and more issues come to our office for hopeful solutions or assistance to overrule. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

DEFINTIONS 

Local government does not have to look at the same definitions that we use. For zoning and planning commissions, it makes it difficult to deem business as “agritourism” and not “commercial.” 

EXEMPTIONS



Agriculture is allowed certain exemptions in business. What exemptions should agritourism be allowed? I.e.. – Fire Marshall Codes? 

EXPANSIONS

Agritourism businesses (who are mostly farmers) are being asked to perform certain studies before being granted expansion of their businesses to be able to grow. These can equivalent $100,000 up front. 

AUTHORITY

Law states that Commissioner of Agriculture can call on other authority members to advise and help industry growth, but it doesn’t give us authority to rule over them in decision making process. 



WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE









Teams  have tracked all the inquiries and request for assistance to ensure these issues are being examined and to further understand trends within the industry. 

Tracking 



After assessing the situation , often the WVDA has offered a letter of support to local governments. While our goal is advance agriculture, we lack any real authority beyond providing guidance.

Support



While navigating producer facing issues, the WVDA has sent staff to perform site visits to understand problem areas that were causing delays or questions. 

Site Visits 



Internal (WVDA) Solutions

When approached, WVDA have come to the following solutions: 
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Greenbrier County - Unable to open a new agritourism business because “agritourism” wasn’t considered “agriculture.” The operators wanted a special permit to be filed and approved but neighbors weren’t on board without a new road solution. They were in an agriculture zone. 

HANNA FARMS 

Berkeley County - Issues expanding their business. Being classified as commercial and being asked to do a water run off study, install a commercial driveway, and being asked for an engineer to perform all studies. Agriculture is supposed to be exempt from these things but local government refuses to accept them as agriculture.  

BLACK DRAFT DISTILLERY 

Cases We’ve Had 
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The State Fire Marshall’s office deemed agritourism facilities under the WVDA, while lumping haunted houses into agritourism. 

Fear on the Farm – Putnam 

Fright Nights at Glade Springs Resort – Raleigh 

Horse Show Greenbrier Resort – Greenbrier 

ACE Adventures – Fayette County 

Millers Night Haunted Farm – Lewisburg 

Event Barn, Potomac Ridge – Jefferson 

FIRE CODES 

There are 114 Cideries in states surrounding us and only 2 in WV. 52 in PA, 26 in OH, 34 in VA. West Virginia cideries are Swilled Dog Cider and Spirits in Dry Fork and Hawk Knob Cider in Lewisburg. Brooke and Brad Glover own Swilled Dog and Josh Bennett owns Hawk Knob. 

HARD CIDER



Cases for Study
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Hawk Knob Cidery tried to host a “artisan show” on his cidery property so that new customers would come and try their cider while there too. Local government told them this was not allowed in their zoning of “forestry” because it was business. They have had no issue before on concerts or other events. 

HAWK KNOB CIDERY 

Rusty Nail Winery in Berkeley County was trying to expand their farm winery. Local government stopped production and planning and gave them a check list of items that would need completed before hand. List included things like a storm run off study, a turning lane added on his main road and other extreme cost projects. 

RUSTY NAIL WINERY 



Cases for Study
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In 2015, Virginia housed 1,400 agritourism businesses, including wineries, ranches, historical attractions and pick-your-own vegetables and fruit farms.

Tourism is Kentucky’s third largest industry, contributing more than 8 billion dollars annually. Agritourism, along with nature-based tourism, average a 30 percent increase annually nationwide, making these the fastest growing segments of the tourism industry

Maryland hosts more than 30 agriculture-related festivals and fairs that attract over a million visitors annually. These agritourism events generate over $162 million in economic impact and support over 1,000 jobs that can be linked to value-added agriculture.







WV CURRENTLY OFFERS 223 AGRITOURISM FARMS 

Other States Economic Development from Agritourism 

IN 2020 WV HAD 4.6 BILLION DOLLARS IN TRAVELERS SPENDING DOLLARS – WV TOURSIM ANNUAL REPORT  
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Fast-forward to 2020, and we live in a socially distanced world. People aren’t traveling as much, but in the coming years, tourism will come roaring back – with a vengeance. 

This, in turn, will affect agritourism, which will see sustained growth between 2020-2027 for a target $117.37 billion market cap (a CAGR of 7.42%), according to Fortune Business Insights. 

2016 Annual Traveler Spending in Billions

OH – 42 

PA – 40.8

VA – 22.9

MA – 16.8

KY – 9.2

WV – 4.1 





Where do we go from here? 

How much authority should the Commissioner of Agriculture have over other entities? 

Agritourism isn’t at capacity in WV yet, other states are including Breweries, Farm Stays, Hunting, Craft Drink Trails, Farmers Markets and others in their program now.

If local government calls a business commercial, but the WVDA deems it agritourism, who has the final say?  

Do we need to establish a “check system” for businesses to meet certain requirements to be “agritourism.” 









What does legislature want us to handle? 

Agritourism businesses touch several departments and officials, who do they listen to for overall guidance? 

Where do we draw all the lines, how do we keep it organized and clear. 





AUTHORITY 

FINAL SAY

WHICH DEPARTMENT

NEW GROWTH

CHECK SYSTEM

WHERE IS THE LINE DRAWN?
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DO WE HAVE GUIDELINES FOR PROMOTION VS REGULATORY? 





304-558-2210

cgallagher@wvda.us 

mparsons@wvda.us 











CONTACT US

COMMUNICATIONS / BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT



WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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