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Estimates indicate that two to three babies per 1,000 live births will have a
congenital hearing loss', making it the most common birth defect. Delaying diagnosis is
significant in terms of time lost for rehabilitation and unique brain development opportunities
for acquiring language skills. In response, the West Virginia Legislature approved H.B.
2388 in 1998, now codified at WV Code § 16-22A-1, et seq. West Virginia is one of 45
states and territories, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, that legislates newborn
hearing screening be performed before hospital discharge.?

The Newborn Hearing Screening (NHS) Project has adopted the goals set forth by
Healthy People 2010 and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which
recommend that all newborns should be screened for hearing loss prior to one month of
age, have an audiological evaluation by three months of age and, if needed, have
appropriate intervention services by six months of age. Without these steps, children with
hearing loss may be delayed in their development of language, cognitive, and social skills
that could prevent success in academic and occupational achievement. This 1-3-6 plan is
supported by several major organizations: National Institutes of Health, Maternal and Child
Health Bureau, Joint Commission on Infant Hearing, American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, and the American Academy of Audiology.3

This report is being changed from a fiscal year report to a calendar year report;
therefore, the reporting period for this report is eighteen months, July 2008 through
December 2009. The data in this report is provisional and subject to change as information
is received and follow-up completed.

e According to data from the West Virginia Statistics Center, 32,193 births occurred
in West Virginia between July 1, 2008 and December 31, 2009. The Birth Score
ot fecel 1 ol,cuv wirth SC_ e cards, which include information on hearing
screening, for births within West Virginia. Fifteen (15) of the cards had no
newborn hearing screening information. Of the 31,951 results received for
newborn hearing screens, 29,844 (93.4%) were screened and passed the initial
hearing screen, 1,160 (3.6%) infants were screened and failed the initial
screening, and 962 (3.0%) were not screened due to parental refusal, equipment
failure, death or being transferred to another facility. The failures and non-
screens are referred to the Bureau for Public Health, Right From The Start
(RFTS) program for follow-up services provided by registered nurses and
licensed social workers.

e West Virginia’s high rate of newborn hearing screening is attributed to birthing
facilities having a minimum of two trained staff with competence in screening and
refer '; five handl 'd I ng available to birthing silit |
equipment in times of equipment failure; and the Birth Score’s continuing support
and training on tracking project expectations and processes.

WVDHHR/BPH/OMCFH/PWH/NIS/DEC10






