WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

2025 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced

House Bill 3018

By Delegates Dillon, Dean, Bridges, and Kump

[Introduced February 27, 2025; referred to the
Committee on Energy and Public Works then

Government Organization]
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A BILL to amend and reenact §22-23-1 and §22-23-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to the Kyoto Protocol; providing legislative findings; and clarifying
restrictions on rules related to greenhouse gas emissions.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 23. KYOTO PROTOCOL; ENFORCEMENT PROHIBITIONS.

§22-23-1. Findings and purposes.
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The West Virginia Leqgislature hereby finds that former participation by the federal

government in international treaties and protocols such as the Kyoto Protocol, Paris Accord, or

other international agreements which limited the ability of our state to utilize our natural resources

to the fullest extent for the benefit of our citizens was not in the best interest of our state.

§22-23-2. Restrictions on state rules related to greenhouse gas emissions.

(a) The West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection shall refrain from proposing or
promulgating any new rule intended, in whole or in part, to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
from the residential, commercial, industrial, electric utility or transportation sectors in order to

comply with the Kyoto Protocol or Paris Accord;

(b) In the absence of an act of the Legislature of the State of West Virginia approving same,
the West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection shall not submit to the United States
environmental protection agency or to any other agency of the federal government any legally
enforceable commitments related to the reduction of greenhouse gases, as such gases are

defined by the Kyoto Protocol or Paris Accord;
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NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to ban state participation in the Kyoto Protocols and Paris
Accord.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



