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____________________ 

 
Friday, March 3, 2023 

FIFTY-SECOND DAY 

[DELEGATE HANSHAW, MR. SPEAKER, IN THE CHAIR] 

 The House of Delegates was called to order by the Honorable Roger Hanshaw, Speaker. 

 Prayer was offered and the House was led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of Thursday, March 2, 2023, being the first order of 
business, when the further reading thereof was dispensed with and the same approved. 

Reordering of the Calendar 

Pursuant to the action of the Committee on Rules, Delegate Jeffries announced that Com. 
Sub. for S. B. 160, on Second Reading, Special Calendar, had been transferred to the House 
Calendar; and Com. Sub. for S. B. 121, S. B. 533, Com. Sub. for S. B. 539 and Com. Sub. for S. 
B. 656, on First Reading, Special Calendar, had been transferred to the House Calendar. 

Committee Reports 

Delegate Summers, Chair of the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration: 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 267, Updating law regarding prior authorizations, 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Delegate Summers, Chair of the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration: 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 273, Relating to allocation of child protective workers in counties based 
upon population of county, 

And, 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 476, Exempting managed care contracts from purchasing requirements, 

And reports the same back, with amendment, with the recommendation that they each do 
pass, as amended. 

Messages from the Executive 

and Other Communications 
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The Clerk announced that the following bills had been presented to the Governor: Com. Sub. 
for H. B. 2062 and H. B. 3340 on March 2, 2023; and Com. Sub. for H. B.  3042 on March 3, 2023. 

Messages from the Senate 

A message from the Senate, by 
The Clerk of the Senate, announced that the Senate had passed, with amendment, a bill of 

the House of Delegates, as follows: 

H. B. 2310, Provide the Division of Motor Vehicles authority to develop an “Antique Fleet” 
program so that multiple antique motor vehicles may utilize a single registration plate. 

On motion of Delegate Kimble, the House concurred in the following amendment of the bill by 
the Senate: 

On page one, by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof 
the following: 

“CHAPTER 17A. MOTOR VEHICLE ADMINISTRATION, REGISTRATION, CERTIFICATE OF 
TITLE AND ANTITHEFT PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE 3. ORIGINAL AND RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION; ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES 
OF TITLE. 

§17A-3-2. Every motor vehicle, etc., subject to registration and certificate of title 
provisions; exceptions. 

(a) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, and recreational vehicle when driven 
or moved upon a highway is subject to the registration and certificate of title provisions of this 
chapter except: 

(1) Any vehicle driven or moved upon a highway in conformance with the provisions of this 
chapter relating to manufacturers, transporters, dealers, lienholders, or nonresidents or under a 
temporary registration permit issued by the division as authorized under this chapter; 

(2) Any implement of husbandry upon which is securely attached a machine for spraying fruit 
trees and plants of the owner or lessee or for any other implement of husbandry which is used 
exclusively for agricultural or horticultural purposes on lands owned or leased by the owner of the 
implement and which is not operated on or over any public highway of this state for any other 
purpose other than for the purpose of operating it across a highway or along a highway other than 
an expressway as designated by the Commissioner of the Division of Highways from one point of 
the owner's land to another part of the owner's land, irrespective of whether or not the tracts 
adjoin: Provided, That the distance between the points may not exceed 35 miles, or for the 
purpose of taking it or other fixtures attached to the implement, to and from a repair shop for 
repairs. The exemption in this subdivision from registration and license requirements also applies 
to any vehicle described in this subsection or to any farm trailer owned by the owner or lessee of 
the farm on which the trailer is used, when the trailer is used by the owner of the trailer for the 
purpose of moving farm produce and livestock from the farm along a public highway for a distance 
not to exceed 35 miles to a storage house or packing plant, when the use is a seasonal operation: 
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(A) The exemptions contained in this section also apply to farm machinery, tractors, and mini-
trucks: Provided, That the machinery, tractors, and mini-trucks may use the highways in going 
from one tract of land to another tract of land regardless of whether the land is owned by the same 
or different persons. For the purposes of this section, "mini-truck" means a foreign-manufactured 
import or domestic-manufactured vehicle designed primarily for off-road use and powered by an 
engine ranging in size from 550cc to 660cc and weighing approximately 1,800 pounds; 

(B) Any vehicle exempted under this subsection from the requirements of annual registration 
certificate and license plates and fees for the registration certificate and license plate may not use 
the highways between sunset and sunrise unless the vehicle is classified as a Class A motor 
vehicle with a farm-use exemption under the provisions of §17A-10-1 of this code and has a valid 
and current inspection sticker as required by the provisions of §17C-16-1 et seq. of this code and 
is traveling from one tract of land to another over a distance of 35 miles or less; 

(C) Any vehicle exempted under this section from the requirements of annual registration 
certificate and license plates may use the highways as provided in this section whether the exempt 
vehicle is self-propelled, towed by another exempt vehicle or towed by another vehicle required 
to be registered; 

(D) Any vehicle used as an implement of husbandry exempt under this section shall have the 
words "farm use" affixed to both sides of the implement in 10-inch letters. Any vehicle which would 
be subject to registration as a Class A or B vehicle if not exempted by this section shall display a 
farm-use exemption certificate on the lower driver's side of the windshield: 

(i) The farm-use exemption certificate shall be provided by the commissioner and shall be 
issued annually by the assessor of the applicant's county of residence. The assessor shall issue 
a farm-use exemption certificate to the applicant upon his or her determination pursuant to an 
examination of the property books or documentation provided by the applicant that the vehicle 
has been properly assessed as Class I personal property. Nothing in this section or any rule 
promulgated under the authority of chapter 29A of this code may be construed to require any 
applicant for a renewal of a farm use exemption certificate to appear personally before any 
assessor. The assessor shall charge a fee of $2 for each certificate, which shall be retained by 
the assessor; 

(ii) A farm-use exemption certificate shall not exempt the applicant from maintaining the 
security required by §17D-1-1 et seq. of this code on any vehicle being operated on the roads or 
highways of this state; 

(iii) No person charged with the offense of operating a vehicle without a farm-use exemption 
certificate, if required under this section, may be convicted of the offense if he or she produces in 
court, or in the office of the arresting officer, a valid farm-use exemption certificate for the vehicle 
in question within five days; 

(3) Any vehicle which is propelled exclusively by electric power obtained from overhead trolley 
wires though not operated upon rails; 

(4) Any vehicle of a type subject to registration which is owned by the government of the 
United States; 

(5) Any wrecked or disabled vehicle towed by a licensed wrecker or dealer on the public 
highways of this state; 
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(6) The following recreational vehicles are exempt from the requirements of annual 
registration, license plates and fees, unless otherwise specified by law, but are subject to the 
certificate of title provisions of this chapter regardless of highway use: Motorboats, all-terrain 
vehicles, utility terrain vehicles, and snowmobiles; and 

(7) Any special mobile equipment as defined in §17A-1-1(r) of this code. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section: 

(1) Mobile homes or manufactured homes are exempt from the requirements of annual 
registration, license plates and fees; 

(2) House trailers may be registered and licensed; and 

(3) Factory-built homes are subject to the certificate of title provisions of this chapter. 

(c) The division shall title and register low-speed vehicles if the manufacturer's certificate of 
origin clearly identifies the vehicle as a low-speed vehicle. The division may not title or register 
homemade low-speed vehicles or retrofitted golf carts and such vehicles do not qualify as low-
speed vehicles in this state. In addition to all other motor vehicle laws and regulations, except as 
specifically exempted below, low-speed vehicles are subject to the following restrictions and 
requirements: 

(1) Low-speed vehicles shall only be operated on private roads and on public roads and 
streets within the corporate limits of a municipality where the speed limit is not more than 25 miles 
per hour; 

(2) Notwithstanding any provisions in this code to the contrary, low-speed vehicles shall meet 
the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §571.500 (2003); 

(3) In lieu of annual inspection periodic inspection, the owner of a low-speed vehicle shall, 
upon initial application for registration and each renewal thereafter, certify under penalty of false 
swearing, that all lights, brakes, tires, and seat belts are in good working condition; and 

(4) Any person operating a low-speed vehicle must hold a valid driver's license, not an 
instruction permit. 

§17A-3-2a. Registration of nonresident vehicles. 

(a) A nonresident vehicle is not required to be registered pursuant to §17A-3-2 of this code: 
Provided, That  a nonresident vehicle may be registered in this state and be issued a West Virginia 
registration plate upon payment of all applicable fees to the division. For purposes of this 
subsection, the receipt and verification requirements of §17A-3-3a of this code do not apply. 

(b) For purposes of this section, “nonresident vehicle” means a vehicle titled in this state under 
the provisions of §17A-4-11 of this code, which is not intended to spend a majority of service time 
on West Virginia roads, owned by a business whose principal place of business is not in this state, 
that is not a common carrier, and that maintains a local, national, or international fleet of vehicles. 

(c) Nothing in this section subjects a nonresident vehicle to the inspection requirement set 
forth in §17A-16-4 of this code. A nonresident vehicle is not domiciled in any county in this state, 
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and nothing in this section requires the imposition of personal property taxes within this state 
pursuant to §11-5-1 et seq. of this code. 

(d) The division may promulgate emergency rules pursuant to the provisions of §29A-3-15 of 
this code and may propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the provisions of 
§29A-3-1 et seq. of this code to accomplish the provisions of this section. 

ARTICLE 6. LICENSING OF DEALERS AND WRECKERS OR DISMANTLERS; SPECIAL 
PLATES; TEMPORARY PLATES OR MARKERS. 

§17A-6-10d. Special plates for nonprofit corporations engaged in research and 
development. 

(a) Notwithstanding any of the other provisions of this article, a nonprofit corporation engaged 
in research and development using motor vehicles pursuant to §18B-12-1 et seq. of this code and 
affiliated with institutions of higher education may operate or move a vehicle, either owned or in 
the possession of the nonprofit corporation upon the highways of this state for purposes of 
transporting or testing that vehicle without first registering or titling the vehicle and displaying, in 
a manner prescribed by the commissioner, a special plate issued to the nonprofit corporation as 
provided in this section. 

(b) Any nonprofit corporation as prescribed in subsection (a) of this section may make 
application to the commissioner upon a form prescribed by him or her for a certificate containing 
a general distinguishing number and for a special plate or plates. The applicant shall verify that it 
is a Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, nonprofit corporation 
and submit sufficient information, as may be required by the commissioner, that it is engaged in 
research and development of vehicles, special fuels, or equipment for motor vehicles. 

(c) The commissioner, upon approving an application, may issue without charge to the 
applicant, a certificate containing the nonprofit corporation's name and address and its general 
distinguishing number. The commissioner may also issue without charge, a special plate or 
plates, as determined by the commissioner as necessary, that must be displayed on the vehicle. 
Each plate shall also contain a number or symbol distinguishing it from other plates bearing the 
same general distinguishing number. 

(d) The nonprofit corporation that is issued a special plate pursuant to this section must keep 
written records as required by the commissioner concerning the operation of the vehicle. The 
records shall be open to inspection by any law-enforcement officer or division employee. 

(e) This section does not apply to the use of any other vehicles owned, leased, or operated 
by the nonprofit corporation. 

(f) A nonprofit corporation that has been issued a special plate is not required to comply with 
the bond or dealer recovery fund otherwise required under this article for that vehicle. 

(g) A nonprofit corporation that has been issued a special plate shall furnish information, 
satisfactory to the commissioner, that the vehicle is covered by an appropriate insurance policy 
or proof of financial responsibility in amounts not less than the requirements of §17D-4-2 of this 
code. 
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(h) Vehicles operated by a nonprofit corporation pursuant to this section are exempt from the 
annual periodic motor vehicle inspection and the displaying of the certificate of inspection 
otherwise required by §17C-16-1 et seq. of this code. However, a vehicle that has been issued a 
special plate pursuant to this section must be safe and may not, in any manner, endanger the 
driver, other vehicle occupants, other motorists, pedestrians, or the general public. 

ARTICLE 10. FEES FOR REGISTRATION, LICENSING, ETC. 

§17A-10-3a. Special registration of antique motor vehicles and motorcycles; definition, 
registration, and use of classic motor vehicles and classic motorcycles; customized 
antique plates. 

(a) The annual registration fee for any antique motor vehicle or motorcycle as defined in this 
section is $2. As used in this section: 

‘Antique motor vehicle’ means any motor vehicle regardless of weight which is more than 25 
years old and is owned solely as a collector’s item.  

‘Antique military vehicle’ means an antique motor vehicle, regardless of the vehicle’s size or 
weight, that was manufactured for use in any country’s military forces, and that is maintained to 
represent its military design and markings accurately, including a trailer meeting the same 
requirements, but not including a vehicle or trailer currently in service. 

‘Antique motorcycle’ means any motorcycle which is more than 25 years old and is owned 
solely as a collector’s item. 

‘Classic motor vehicle’ means a motor vehicle which is more than 25 years old and is 
registered pursuant to §17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation. 

‘Classic motorcycle’ means a motorcycle which is more than 25 years old and is registered 
pursuant to §17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, antique motor vehicles or motorcycles may 
not be used for general transportation but may only be used for: 

(1) Participation in club activities, exhibits, tours, parades, and similar events; 

(2) The purpose of testing their operation, obtaining repairs or maintenance, and 
transportation to and from events as described in subdivision (1) of this subsection; and 

(3) Recreational purposes over weekends, beginning on Friday at 12:00 p.m., and ending on 
the following Monday at 12:00 p.m., and on holidays: Provided, That a classic motor vehicle or a 
classic motorcycle as defined in this section may be registered under the applicable class at the 
applicable registration fee set forth in §17A-10-3 of this code and may be used for general 
transportation. 

(c) A West Virginia motor vehicle or motorcycle displaying license plates of the same year of 
issue as the model year of the antique motor vehicle or motorcycle, as authorized in this section, 
may be used for general transportation purposes if the following conditions are met: 



2023] HOUSE OF DELEGATES 1079 
 

(1) The license plate’s physical condition has been inspected and approved by the Division of 
Motor Vehicles; 

(2) The license plate is registered to the specific motor vehicle or motorcycle by the Division 
of Motor Vehicles; 

(3) The owner of the motor vehicle or motorcycle annually registers the motor vehicle or 
motorcycle and pays an annual registration fee for the motor vehicle or motorcycle equal to that 
charged to obtain regular state license plates;  

(4) The motor vehicle or motorcycle passes an annual safety inspection a periodic safety 
inspection; and 

(5) The motor vehicle or motorcycle displays a sticker attached to the license plate, issued by 
the division, indicating that the motor vehicle or motorcycle may be used for general 
transportation. 

(d) If more than one request is made for license plates having the same number, the division 
shall accept only the first application. 

(e) The commissioner may propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the 
provisions of §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code as may be necessary or convenient for the carrying 
out of the provisions of this section. 

(f) Upon appropriate application, together with a special annual fee of $40, which is in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter, there shall be issued to the owner of an antique motor 
vehicle a special registration plate for an antique motor vehicle titled in the name of the qualified 
applicant, bearing a combination of letters or numbers requested by that applicant, subject to the 
approval by the commissioner, and with the maximum number of letters or numbers to be 
determined by the commissioner. 

(g) Upon proper application pursuant to subsection (f) of this section, the commissioner shall 
approve an alternative registration insignia for an antique military vehicle that is compatible with 
the vehicle’s original markings, including, but not limited to, the display of the vehicle’s unique 
military identification number not to exceed eight characters on the bumper of the vehicle: 
Provided, That nothing in this section exempts the operator of an antique military vehicle from the 
requirements set forth in §17A-3-13 of this code. Pursuant to this subsection, an antique military 
vehicle is exempt from the requirement to display a registration plate if the exemption is necessary 
to maintain the vehicle’s accurate military marking. 

(h) The commissioner is hereby authorized to develop an antique fleet plate program to enable 
an owner of five or more antique motor vehicles to use a single registration plate on multiple 
antique motor vehicles. The owner is required to register with the Division of Motor Vehicles every 
antique motor vehicle upon which the plate will be displayed. The annual registration fee for an 
antique fleet plate is $2 a year per registered antique motor vehicle. The antique fleet plate is 
valid for one year and must be renewed annually. The antique fleet plate may be used on a newly 
acquired antique motor vehicle prior to titling: Provided, That the owner completes an application 
for a 30-day temporary digital registration card in the format established by the commissioner and 
displays such card upon request when operating the vehicle prior to titling and regular registration. 
The fee for a 30-day temporary digital registration card is $10, and the commissioner is authorized 
to charge a convenience fee for electronic submission of the application.  
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CHAPTER 17C. TRAFFIC REGULATIONS AND LAWS OF THE ROAD. 

ARTICLE 16. INSPECTION OF VEHICLES. 

§17C-16-4. Superintendent of the West Virginia State Police to require periodical 
inspection; acceptance of certificate of inspection from another state; suspension of 
registration of unsafe vehicles. 

(a) The Superintendent of the West Virginia State Police shall once each year require that 
every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer registered in this state be inspected once 
every two years and that an official certificate of inspection and approval be obtained for each 
vehicle: Provided, That the amendments made to this subsection during the 2023 regular session 
of the Legislature shall become effective on January 1, 2024. 

The inspections shall be made and the certificates obtained with respect to the mechanism, 
brakes, and equipment of every vehicle designated by the superintendent. 

The superintendent may make necessary rules for the administration and enforcement of this 
section and may designate any period or periods during which owners of any vehicles, subject to 
this section, shall display upon the vehicles certificates of inspection and approval or shall produce 
the certificates upon demand of any officer or employee of the State Police designated by the 
superintendent or any police or peace officer when authorized by the superintendent. 

(b) The superintendent may authorize the acceptance in this state of a certificate of inspection 
and approval issued in another state having an inspection law similar to this chapter and may 
extend the time within which the resident owner of a vehicle which was not in this state during the 
time an inspection was required must obtain a certificate. 

(c) At the request of the superintendent, the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles 
may suspend the registration of any vehicle which the superintendent determines is in such an 
unsafe condition that it constitutes a menace to safety, or which after notice and demand is not 
equipped as required in this chapter, or for which the vehicle’s owner has not obtained the 
required certificate. 

(d) If requested by the owner of the vehicle, the superintendent shall also cause to be 
inspected a Class A farm use motor vehicle exempt from annual registration certificate and 
licensing as provided in §17A-3-2 of this code. If the Class A farm use motor vehicle passes the 
inspection, the superintendent shall cause a certificate of inspection to be issued for that vehicle. 

§17C-16-5. Permit for official inspection stations; fees for and certificate of inspection. 

(a) The Superintendent of the State Police is responsible for the inspection as provided in this 
article and shall prescribe requirements and qualifications for official inspection stations. He or 
she shall select and designate the stations and shall issue permits for official inspection stations 
and furnish instructions and all necessary forms for the inspection of vehicles as required in this 
article and the issuance of official certificates of inspection and approval. The certificate of 
inspection shall be a paper sticker or decal to be affixed to the windshield of a motor vehicle, shall 
be serially numbered, and shall properly identify the official inspection station which issued it. A 
charge of $3 $6 per sticker shall be charged by the State Police to the inspection station, and the 
funds received shall be deposited into the State Treasury and credited to the account of the State 
Police for application in the administration and enforcement of the provisions of this article and 
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for the purchase of vehicles, equipment for vehicles, and maintenance of vehicles. The 
superintendent may exchange stickers or make refunds to official inspection stations for stickers 
on hand when permits are revoked or when, for any reason, the stickers become obsolete. The 
amendments made to this subsection during the 2023 regular session of the Legislature shall 
become effective on January 1, 2024. 

(b) A person shall apply for a permit upon an official form prescribed by the superintendent 
and the superintendent shall grant permits only when the superintendent is satisfied that the 
station is properly equipped, and has competent personnel to make the inspections and 
adjustments, and that the inspections and adjustments will be properly conducted. The 
superintendent, before issuing a permit, may require the applicant to file a bond with surety 
approved by the superintendent, conditioned that such applicant, as a station operator, will make 
compensation for any damage to a vehicle during an inspection or adjustment due to negligence 
on the part of the station operator or employees thereof. 

(c) The superintendent shall properly supervise and cause inspections to be made of the 
stations. Upon finding that a station is not properly equipped or conducted, the superintendent 
may, upon a first violation, suspend the permit for a period of up to one year. Upon a second or 
subsequent finding that a station is not properly equipped or conducted, the superintendent shall 
permanently revoke and require the surrender of the permit. The superintendent may reinstate 
the permit of any person whose permit was permanently revoked prior to the effective date of this 
section upon a first finding that a station was not properly equipped or conducted, upon 
application, at any time after the expiration of six months from the time of revocation and shall 
reinstate the permit, upon application, after the expiration of one year. He or she shall maintain 
and post at his or her office and at any other places as he or she may select lists of all stations 
holding permits and of those whose permits have been suspended or revoked. 

§17C-16-6. Assignment, transfer, and posting of official inspection station permit; 
issuance and record of certificate of inspection; inspection fee. 

(a) No permit for an official inspection station shall be assigned or transferred or used at any 
location other than designated in the permit and every permit shall be posted in a conspicuous 
place at the station location designated in the permit. 

(b) The person operating the station shall issue a certificate of inspection and approval, upon 
an official form, to the owner of a vehicle upon inspecting the vehicle and determining that its 
equipment required under this article is in good condition and proper adjustment, but otherwise 
no certificate shall be issued, except one issued pursuant to section two of this article. When 
required by the superintendent, a record and report shall be made of every inspection and every 
certificate issued. 

(c) A fee of not more than $14 $19 may be charged for an inspection and any necessary 
headlight adjustment to proper focus, not including any replacement parts required, and the 
issuance of the certificate, but the imposition of the charge is not mandatory. The amendments 
made to this subsection during the 2023 regular session of the Legislature shall become effective 
on January 1, 2024.” 

And, 

By amending the title of the bill to read as follows: 
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H. B. 2310 – “A Bill to amend and reenact §17A-3-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §17A-3-2a; to amend 
and reenact §17A-6-10d of said code; to amend and reenact §17A-10-3a of said code; and to 
amend and reenact §17C-16-4, §17C-16-5, and §17C-16-6 of said code, all relating to motor 
vehicles; changing the interval of annual mandatory vehicle inspections to inspections every two 
years; doubling the charge for inspection stickers; increasing the maximum fee for an inspection 
to $19 to account for inflation; providing an internal effective date; defining a term; exempting 
nonresident vehicles from registration requirement; allowing for optional nonresident vehicle 
registration and issuance of registration plates if applicable fees are paid; clarifying that 
nonresident vehicles are not subject to personal property taxes or vehicle inspection requirement; 
authorizing rulemaking by the Division of Motor Vehicles concerning nonresident vehicles; 
modifying definition and permissible uses of antique motor vehicles; authorizing the Division of 
Motor Vehicles to create an antique fleet plate program for owners with five or more antique motor 
vehicles; specifying requirements, validity period of registration, annual registration fee, and fee 
for temporary digital registration card for antique fleet plate program; and authorizing convenience 
fee for electronic submission of applications for temporary digital registration cards.” 

The bill, as amended by the Senate, was then put upon its passage. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 438), 
and there were—yeas 94, nays none, absent and not voting 6, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Ferrell, Howell, Linville, Lucas and Worrell. 

So, a majority of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (H. B. 2310) passed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates. 

A message from the Senate, by 
The Clerk of the Senate, announced that the Senate had passed, with amendment, to take 

effect from passage, a bill of the House of Delegates, as follows: 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3317, Relating to removing specific continuing education requirements. 

On motion of Delegate Householder, the House concurred in the following amendment of the 
bill by the Senate: 

On page one, by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof 
the following: 

“ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL STATE BOARDS OF 
EXAMINATION OR REGISTRATION REFERRED TO IN CHAPTER. 

§30-1-7a. Continuing education. 
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(a) A board referred to in this chapter shall establish continuing education requirements as a 
prerequisite to license renewal. A board shall develop continuing education criteria appropriate to 
its discipline, which shall include, but not be limited to, course content, course approval, hours 
required, and reporting periods. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, or the provision of a legislative rule to the 
contrary each a person issued a an initial license to practice medicine and surgery, a license to 
practice podiatry or licensed as a physician assistant by the West Virginia Board of Medicine; 
each a person issued a license to practice dentistry by the West Virginia Board of Dental 
Examiners; each a person issued a license to practice optometry by the West Virginia Board of 
Optometry, each a person licensed as a pharmacist by the West Virginia Board of Pharmacy; 
;each a person licensed to practice registered professional nursing or licensed as an advanced 
nurse practitioner by the West Virginia Board of Examiners for Registered Professional Nurses; 
;each a person licensed as a licensed practical nurse by the West Virginia State Board of 
Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses; and each a person licensed to practice medicine and 
surgery as an osteopathic physician and surgeon, or licensed or certified as an osteopathic as 
physician assistant by the West Virginia Board of Osteopathy shall complete drug diversion 
training, best-practice prescribing of controlled substances training, and training on prescribing 
and administration of administering an opioid antagonist and other relevant trainings as 
promulgated by the appropriate licensing board, as the trainings are established by his or her 
respective licensing board, if that person prescribes, administers, or dispenses a controlled 
substance as that term is defined in  §60A-1-101 of this code. 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code or the provision of any legislative rule to 
the contrary, the West Virginia Board of Medicine, the West Virginia Board of Dental Examiners, 
the West Virginia Board of Optometry, the West Virginia Board of Pharmacy, the West Virginia 
Board of Examiners for Registered Professional Nurses, the West Virginia State Board of 
Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses and the West Virginia Board of Osteopathy shall 
establish continuing education requirements and criteria appropriate to their respective discipline 
on the subject of drug diversion training, best-practice prescribing of controlled substances 
training and prescribing and administration of an opioid antagonist training for each person issued 
a license or certificate by their respective board who prescribes, administers or dispenses a 
controlled substance, as that term is defined in section one hundred one, article one, chapter 
sixty-a of this code, and shall develop a certification form pursuant to subdivision (b)(2) of this 
section. 

(2) Each A person who receives his or her initial license or certificate from any of the boards 
set forth in subsection (b) of this section shall complete the continuing education requirements 
set forth in subsection (b) of this section within one year of receiving his or her initial license from 
that board. and each person licensed or certified by any of the boards set forth in subsection (b) 
of this section. who has held his or her license or certificate for longer than one year shall complete 
the continuing education requirements set forth in subsection (b) of this section as a prerequisite 
to each license renewal: Provided, That a person subject to subsection (b) of this section may 
waive the continuing education requirements for license renewal set forth in subsection (b) of this 
section if he or she completes and submits to his or her licensing board a certification form 
developed by his or her licensing board attesting that he or she has not prescribed, administered 
or dispensed a controlled substance, as that term is defined in section one hundred one, article 
one, chapter sixty-a of this code, during the entire applicable reporting period. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code or the provision of any legislative rule to 
the contrary, each person licensed to practice registered professional nursing or licensed as an 
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advanced nurse practitioner by the West Virginia Board of Examiners for Registered Professional 
Nurses, each person licensed as a licensed practical nurse by the West Virginia State Board of 
Examiners for Licensed Practical Nurses, each person licensed to practice psychology by the 
Board of Examiners of Psychologists, each person licensed to practice social work by the West 
Virginia Board of Social Work and each person licensed to practice professional counseling by 
the West Virginia Board of Examiners in Counseling shall complete two hours of continuing 
education for each reporting period on mental health conditions common to veterans and family 
members of veterans, as the continuing education is established by his or her respective licensing 
board. In cooperation with the Secretary of the Department of Veterans’ Assistance, the 
continuing education shall include training on inquiring about whether the patients are veterans 
or family members of veterans, and screening for conditions such as post-traumatic stress 
disorder, risk of suicide, depression and grief and prevention of suicide. The two hours shall be 
part of the total hours of continuing education required by each board and not two additional 
hours” 

And, 

By amending the title of the bill to read as follows: 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3317 – “A Bill to amend and reenact §30-1-7a of the Code of West 
Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to continuing education requirements; establishing 
requirements for initial license; establishing timeframe for completion of continuing education 
training for initial license; removing continuing education requirements; removing associated 
continuing education completion timeframes; and removal of waiver process.”  

The bill, as amended by the Senate, was then put upon its passage. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 439), 
and there were—yeas 93, nays 1, absent and not voting 6, with the nays and the absent and not 
voting being as follows: 

Nays: Riley. 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Ferrell, Howell, Linville, Lucas and Worrell. 

So, a majority of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (Com. Sub. for H. B. 3317) passed. 

Delegate Householder moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 440), and there were—yeas 94, 
nays none, absent and not voting 6, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Ferrell, Howell, Linville, Lucas and Worrell. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (Com. Sub. for H. B. 3317) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates. 
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Special Calendar 

Unfinished Business 

The following resolutions, coming up in regular order as unfinished business, were, in the 
absence of objection, considered en bloc, and adopted: 

Com. Sub. for S. C. R. 3, Dr. Roland P Sharp Memorial Road, 

Com. Sub. for S. C. R. 6, US Army SGT Vincent DiBacco Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 12, Requesting that the Division of Highways place roadway welcome signs 
containing the phrase “West Virginia a Purple Heart State”, 

H. C. R. 33, Lt. Col. Mitchell M. Mickel Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 36, U. S. Army Pvt. Charles A. White, Sr. Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 51, U. S. Army SFC Samuel Evans Miller Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 54, U.S. Army PFC Russell Richard Ferguson Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 55, Chief Lee Thomas Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 56, George M. Hall Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 58, U. S. Army SSG Steven “Todd” Shay Memorial Bridge, 

And, 

H. C. R. 61, U.S. Army Sgt. John Edsel Edens Memorial Road. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

Third Reading 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 188, Grid Stabilization and Security Act of 2023; on third reading, coming 
up in regular order, was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 441), 
and there were—yeas 90, nays 5, absent and not voting 5, with the nays and the absent and not 
voting being as follows: 

Nays: Dillon, Hansen, Pushkin, Walker and Young. 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Ferrell, Howell, Linville and Lucas. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 188) passed. 
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Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 430, Relating to State Treasurer’s authority to contract with financial 
institutions for banking goods and services; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read 
a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 442), 
and there were—yeas 92, nays none, absent and not voting 8, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Clark, Ferrell, Foggin, Heckert, Howell, Linville and Lucas. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 430) passed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 490, Patrol Officer Cassie Marie Johnson Memorial Act; on third reading, 
coming up in regular order, with amendments pending and the right to amend, was read a third 
time. 

An amendment recommended by the Committee on the Judiciary was reported by the Clerk. 

 Whereupon, 

 Delegate Capito asked and obtained unanimous consent that the amendment be withdrawn. 

 On motion of Delegates Capito and Kirby, the bill was amended on page one, by striking 
everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

“CHAPTER 61. CRIMES AND THEIR PUNISHMENT. 

ARTICLE 5. CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE. 

§61-5-17a. Obstructing a law-enforcement officer, probation officer, parole officer, 
courthouse security officer, correctional officer, the State Fire Marshal, a deputy or 
assistant fire marshal, firefighter, or emergency medical service personnel causing 
death; penalty.  

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary, any person who knowingly, 
willfully, and forcibly obstructs or hinders a law-enforcement officer, probation officer, parole 
officer, courthouse security officer, correctional officer, the State Fire Marshal, a deputy or 
assistant fire marshal, firefighter, or emergency medical service personnel lawfully acting in his 
or her official capacity and thereby proximately causes the death of a law-enforcement officer, 
probation officer, parole officer, courthouse security officer, correctional officer, the State Fire 
Marshal, a deputy or assistant fire marshal, firefighter, or emergency medical service personnel 
so acting, is guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in a state 
correctional facility for a term of 15 years to life. 
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(b) For purposes of this section, “forcibly” means actions which involve the use of physical 
force.” 

The bill was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 443), 
and there were—yeas 94, nays none, absent and not voting 6, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Ferrell, Hornbuckle, Howell, Linville and Lucas. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 490) passed. 

On motion of Delegate Capito, the title of the bill was amended to read as follows: 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 490 – “A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia 1931, as amended, by 
adding thereto a new section, designated §61-5-17a, relating to creating the offense of obstructing 
a law-enforcement officer, probation officer, parole officer, courthouse security officer, 
correctional officer, the State Fire Marshal, a deputy or assistant fire marshal, firefighter, or 
emergency medical service personnel causing death; requiring proof of knowingly, willfully and 
forcibly obstructing or hindering a law enforcement officer, probation officer, parole officer, 
courthouse security officer, correctional officer, the State Fire Marshal, a deputy or  assistant fire 
marshal, firefighter, or emergency medical service personnel engaged in their official capacity 
and thereby proximately causing the death of the person acting in his or her official capacity; 
establishing the criminal penalty therefor as life imprisonment with parole eligibility after service 
of 15 years; and providing a definition. 

PREAMBLE: THIS LAW IS DESIGNATED AND MAY BE REFERRED TO AS THE PATROL 
OFFICER CASSIE MARIE JOHNSON MEMORIAL ACT.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

S. B. 510, Supplementing and amending appropriations to BOE, Department of Education; 
on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 444), and there were—
yeas 87, nays 5, absent and not voting 8, with the nays and the absent and not voting being as 
follows: 

Nays: Coop-Gonzalez, Foster, Longanacre, Ridenour and Vance. 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Clark, Ferrell, Hornbuckle, Howell, Linville, Lucas and Rowe. 

So, a majority of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (S. B. 510) passed. 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 
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On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 445), and there were—yeas 89, 
nays 2, absent and not voting 9, with the nays and the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Nays: Longanacre and Vance. 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Clark, Ferrell, Hornbuckle, Howell, Kirby, Linville, Lucas and 
Rowe. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (S. B. 510) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 526, Including Alzheimer's disease in existing public health programs; 
on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 446), 
and there were—yeas 92, nays none, absent and not voting 8, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Bridges, Ferrell, Hornbuckle, Howell, Kirby, Linville, Lucas and Rowe. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 526) passed. 

On motion of Delegate Summers, the title of the bill was amended to read as follows: 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 526 – “A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by 
adding thereto a new section, designated §16-1-8, relating to Alzheimer's disease; providing 
authority to the Commissioner for the Bureau for Public Health; requiring the Bureau for Public 
Health to partner with other entities; providing information concerning Alzheimer's disease; and 
providing information concerning other dementias.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 577, Reducing copay cap on insulin and devices and permitting purchase 
of testing equipment without prescription; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read 
a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 447), 
and there were—yeas 85, nays 12, absent and not voting 3, with the nays and the absent and not 
voting being as follows: 

Nays: Butler, Coop-Gonzalez, Dillon, Foster, Horst, Kimble, Kirby, Kump, Longanacre, C. 
Pritt, Ridenour and Ward. 

Absent and Not Voting: Ferrell, A. Hall and Howell. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 577) passed. 



2023] HOUSE OF DELEGATES 1089 
 

On motion of Delegate Summers, the title of the bill was amended to read as follows: 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 577 - “A Bill to amend and reenact §5-16-2 and §5-16-7g of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, and to amend and reenact §33-59-1 of said code; all relating 
to diabetes; defining terms; reducing copayments; adding coverage for devices; and permitting 
testing equipment to be purchased without a prescription.” 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 594, Specifying fairness in cost sharing calculations for certain high 
deductible health plans; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 448), 
and there were—yeas 86, nays none, absent and not voting 14, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Hillenbrand, Honaker, Howell, Jennings, Mallow, 
Marple, Martin, Nestor, E. Pritt, Skaff, Ward and Westfall. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 594) passed. 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 449), and there were—yeas 86, 
nays none, absent and not voting 14, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Hillenbrand, Honaker, Howell, Jennings, Mallow, 
Marple, Martin, Nestor, E. Pritt, Skaff, Ward and Westfall. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 594) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates. 

S. B. 605, Requiring state medical examiner to enter into contracts with procurement 
organization; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 450), 
and there were—yeas 91, nays none, absent and not voting 9, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Howell, Jennings, Mallow, Marple, Skaff, Ward and 
Westfall. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (S. B. 605) passed. 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 
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On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 451), and there were—yeas 91, 
nays none, absent and not voting 9, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Howell, Jennings, Kump, Marple, Maynor, Skaff and 
Ward. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (S. B. 605) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

S. B. 679, Requiring Office of Inspector General to promulgate rules concerning location of 
forensic group homes; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 452), 
and there were—yeas 89, nays 1, absent and not voting 10, with the nays and the absent and not 
voting being as follows: 

Nays: Hite. 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Foster, Hansen, Howell, Jennings, Marple, Skaff, Ward 
and Williams. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (S. B. 679) passed. 

On motion of Delegate Summers, the title of the bill was amended to read as follows: 

S. B. 679 - “A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto 
a new article, designated §27-9-2, relating to forensic group homes; requiring the office to propose 
legislative rules; setting forth requirements on where a forensic group home may be located; 
requiring emergency rules; and providing for variance for existing providers.” 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 453), and there were—yeas 90, 
nays 1, absent and not voting 9, with the nays and the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Nays: Hite. 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Foster, Hansen, Howell, Jennings, Skaff, Ward and 
Williams. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (S. B. 679) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 
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Com. Sub. for S. B. 730, Expanding authority of Legislative Oversight Commission on Health 
and Human Resources Accountability; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a 
third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 454), 
and there were—yeas 91, nays none, absent and not voting 9, with the absent and not voting 
being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Foster, Hansen, Howell, Jennings, Ward, Williams and 
Zatezalo. 

So, a majority of the members present having voted in the affirmative, the Speaker declared 
the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 730) passed. 

On motion of Delegate Summers, the title of the bill was amended to read as follows: 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 730 – “A Bill to amend and reenact §16-29E-3, §16-29E-5 and §16-29E-
7 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, all relating to the Legislative Oversight Commission 
on Health and Human Resources Accountability; defining terms; applying authority of commission 
to successor agencies of the Department of Health and Human Resources; removing limitation 
on commission review; expanding authority of commission; permitting commission to require 
reports; and setting forth instructions for reporting.”  

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 455), and there were—yeas 92, 
nays none, absent and not voting 8, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Foster, Hansen, Howell, Jennings, Ward and Williams. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 730) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

H. B. 2904, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of Commerce, 
Office of the Secretary; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 456), and there were—
yeas 89, nays none, absent and not voting 11, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Fehrenbacher, Ferrell, Garcia, Hansen, Hite, Howell, Jennings, 
Reynolds, Ward and Williams. 

So, a majority of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (H. B. 2904) passed. 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 457), and there were—yeas 89, 
nays none, absent and not voting 11, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 
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Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Fehrenbacher, Ferrell, Garcia, A. Hall, Hite, Howell, Jennings, 
Reynolds, Ward and Williams. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (H. B. 2904) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2908, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department 
of Commerce, Division of Forestry; on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third 
time. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 458), and there were—
yeas 87, nays none, absent and not voting 13, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Fehrenbacher, Ferrell, Garcia, A. Hall, Hite, Howell, Jennings, 
Linville, Reynolds, Steele, Ward and Williams. 

So, a majority of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (Com. Sub. for H. B. 2908) passed. 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 459), and there were—yeas 87, 
nays none, absent and not voting 13, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Garcia, A. Hall, Hite, Howell, Jennings, Linville, 
Reynolds, Steele, Walker, Ward and Williams. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (Com. Sub. for H. B. 2908) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

H. B. 3557, Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of Veterans' Assistance; 
on third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 460), and there were—
yeas 88, nays none, absent and not voting 12, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 

Absent and Not Voting: Clark, Ferrell, Garcia, A. Hall, Howell, Jennings, Kelly, Linville, Riley, 
Steele, Ward and Williams. 

So, a majority of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (H. B. 3557) passed. 

Delegate Jeffries moved that the bill take effect from its passage. 

On this question, the yeas and nays were taken (Roll No. 461), and there were—yeas 85, 
nays none, absent and not voting 15, with the absent and not voting being as follows: 
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Absent and Not Voting: Burkhammer, Clark, Devault, Ferrell, Garcia, A. Hall, Horst, Howell, 
Jennings, Kelly, Linville, Riley, Shamblin, Steele and Williams. 

So, two thirds of the members elected to the House of Delegates having voted in the 
affirmative, the Speaker declared the bill (H. B. 3557) takes effect from its passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House communicate to the Senate the action of the House of 
Delegates and request concurrence therein. 

Second Reading 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 51, Requiring impact statement in certain instances of school closing or 
consolidation; on second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

Delegate Tully moved to amend the bill on page 4, line 66, by striking the semicolon and 
inserting, “as determined by a 30 year analysis of population trends and property tax 
assessments. 

On the adoption of the amendment, the yeas and nays were demanded, which demand was 
sustained. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, they were taken (Roll No. 462), and there were—
yeas 6, nays 81, absent and not voting 13, with the yeas and the absent and not voting being as 
follows: 

Yeas: Forsht, Hardy, Mallow, Miller, Summers and Tully. 

Absent and Not Voting: Capito, Clark, Ferrell, Howell, Jennings, Kelly, Longanacre, Marple, 
C. Pritt, Shamblin, Steele, Williams and Worrell. 

So, a majority of the members present not having voted in the affirmative, the amendment 
was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to third reading. 

S. B. 131, Allowing municipal fire marshals to receive service weapon upon retirement; on 
second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third reading.  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 205, Relating to registration plates; on second reading, coming up in 
regular order, was read a second time. 

An amendment recommended by the Committee on Technology and Infrastructure was 
reported by the Clerk. 

Delegate Cannon asked and obtained unanimous consent that the amendment be withdrawn. 

An amendment sponsored by Delegate Linville was reported by the Clerk. 

Whereupon, Delegate Cannon indicated that the amendment had been updated with Delegate 
Cannon as the sponsor.  Therefore the amendment sponsored by Delegate Linville was 
considered withdrawn. 
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On motion of Delegate Cannon, the bill was amended on page 1 by striking everything after 
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

“ARTICLE 3. ORIGINAL AND RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION; ISSUANCE OF 
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE. 

§17A-3-14. Registration plates generally; description of plates; issuance of special 
numbers and plates; registration fees; special application fees; exemptions; 
commissioner to promulgate forms; suspension and nonrenewal. suspension of 
registration; electronic signatures.  

(a) The division, upon registering a vehicle, shall issue to the owner one registration plate for 
a motorcycle, trailer, semitrailer, or other motor vehicle. 

(b) Registration plates issued by the division shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Every registration plate shall be of reflectorized material and have displayed upon it the 
registration number assigned to the vehicle for which it is issued; the name of this state, which 
may be abbreviated; and the year number for which it is issued or the date of expiration of the 
plate. 

(2) Every registration plate and the required letters and numerals on the plate shall be of 
sufficient size to be plainly readable from a distance of 100 feet during daylight: Provided, That 
the requirements of this subdivision shall not apply to the year number for which the plate is issued 
or the date of expiration. 

(3) Registration numbering for registration plates shall begin with the number two. 

(c) The division may not issue, permit to be issued, or distribute any special registration plates 
except as follows: 

(1) The Governor shall be issued two registration plates, on one of which shall be imprinted 
the numeral one and on the other the word one. 

(2) State officials and judges may be issued special registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to the Secretary of State, State 
Superintendent of Schools, Auditor, Treasurer, Commissioner of Agriculture, and the Attorney 
General, the members of both houses of the Legislature, including the elected officials of both 
houses of the Legislature, the justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, the 
representatives and senators of the state in the Congress of the United States, the judges of the 
West Virginia circuit courts, active and retired on senior status, the judges of the United States 
district courts for the State of West Virginia and the judges of the United States Court of Appeals 
for the fourth circuit, if any of the judges are residents of West Virginia, a special registration plate 
for a Class A motor vehicle and a special registration plate for a Class G motorcycle owned by 
the official or his or her spouse: Provided, That the division may issue a Class A special 
registration plate for each vehicle titled to the official and a Class G special registration plate for 
each motorcycle titled to the official. 

(B) Each plate issued pursuant to this subdivision shall bear any combination of letters and 
numbers not to exceed an amount determined by the commissioner and a designation of the 
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office. Each plate shall supersede the regular numbered plate assigned to the official or his or her 
spouse during the official’s term of office and while the motor vehicle is owned by the official or 
his or her spouse. 

(C) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for every registration plate issued pursuant 
to this subdivision, which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(3) The division may issue members of the National Guard forces special registration plates 
as follows: 

(A) Upon receipt of an application on a form prescribed by the division and receipt of written 
evidence from the chief executive officer of the Army National Guard or Air National Guard, as 
appropriate, or the commanding officer of any United States armed forces reserve unit that the 
applicant is a member thereof, the division shall issue to any member of the National Guard of 
this state or a member of any reserve unit of the United States armed forces a special registration 
plate designed by the commissioner for any number of Class A motor vehicles owned by the 
member. Upon presentation of written evidence of retirement status, retired members of this 
state’s Army or Air National Guard, or retired members of any reserve unit of the United States 
armed forces, are eligible to purchase the special registration plate issued pursuant to this 
subdivision. 

(B) The division shall charge an initial application fee of $10 for each special registration plate 
issued pursuant to this subdivision, which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 
Except as otherwise provided herein, effective July 1, 2007, all fees currently held in the special 
revolving fund used in the administration of this section and all fees collected by the division shall 
be deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s National Guard 
forces license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license plate. 

(4) Specially arranged registration plates may be issued as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, any owner of a motor vehicle subject to Class A registration, 
or a motorcycle subject to Class G registration, as defined by this article, may request that the 
division issue a registration plate bearing specially arranged letters or numbers with the maximum 
number of letters or numbers to be determined by the commissioner. The division shall attempt 
to comply with the request wherever possible. 

(B) The commissioner shall propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the 
provisions of §29A-1-1 et seq. of this code regarding the orderly distribution of the plates: 
Provided, That for purposes of this subdivision, the registration plates requested and issued shall 
include all plates bearing the numbers two through 2,000. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each special registration plate issued pursuant 
to this subdivision, which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(5) The division may issue honorably discharged veterans special registration plates as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any honorably discharged veteran 
of any branch of the armed services of the United States a special registration plate for any 



1096 JOURNAL OF THE [MARCH 3 
 

number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant with an insignia designed by the 
Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee is to compensate the Division of Motor Vehicles for additional 
costs and services required in the issuing of the special registration. All fees collected by the 
division shall be deposited in the State Road Fund: Provided, That nothing in this section may be 
construed to exempt any veteran from any other provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s honorably 
discharged veterans license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew 
the license plate. 

(6) The division may issue disabled veterans special registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any disabled veteran who is 
exempt from the payment of registration fees under the provisions of this chapter a registration 
plate for a vehicle titled in the name of the qualified applicant which bears the letters "DV" in red 
and also the regular identification numerals in red. 

(B) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s disabled veterans 
license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license plate. 

(C) A qualified disabled veteran may obtain a second disabled veterans license plate as 
described in this section for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the qualified 
applicant. The division shall charge a one-time fee of $10 to be deposited into the State Road 
Fund, in addition to all other fees required by this chapter, for the second plate. 

(7) The division may issue recipients of the distinguished Purple Heart medal special 
registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, there shall be issued to any armed service person holding 
the distinguished Purple Heart medal for persons wounded in combat a registration plate for a 
vehicle titled in the name of the qualified applicant bearing letters or numbers. The registration 
plate shall be designed by the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles and shall denote 
that those individuals who are granted this special registration plate are recipients of the Purple 
Heart. All letterings shall be in purple where practical. 

(B) Registration plates issued pursuant to this subdivision are exempt from all registration fees 
otherwise required by the provisions of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s Purple Heart medal 
license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license plate. 

(D) A recipient of the Purple Heart medal may obtain a second Purple Heart medal license 
plate as described in this section for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the qualified 
applicant. The division shall charge a one-time fee of $10 to be deposited into the State Road 
Fund, in addition to all other fees required by this chapter, for the second plate. 

(8) The division may issue survivors of the attack on Pearl Harbor special registration plates 
as follows: 
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(A) Upon appropriate application, the owner of a motor vehicle who was enlisted in any branch 
of the armed services that participated in and survived the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 
7, 1941, the division shall issue a special registration plate for a vehicle titled in the name of the 
qualified applicant. The registration plate shall be designed by the Commissioner of the Division 
of Motor Vehicles. 

(B) Registration plates issued pursuant to this subdivision are exempt from the payment of all 
registration fees otherwise required by the provisions of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s survivors of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew 
the license plate. 

(D) A survivor of the attack on Pearl Harbor may obtain a second survivors of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor license plate as described in this section for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the 
name of the qualified applicant. The division shall charge a one-time fee of $10 to be deposited 
into the State Road Fund, in addition to all other fees required by this chapter, for the second 
plate. 

(9) The division may issue special registration plates to nonprofit charitable and educational 
organizations authorized under prior enactment of this subdivision as follows: 

(A) Approved nonprofit charitable and educational organizations previously authorized under 
the prior enactment of this subdivision may accept and collect applications for special registration 
plates from owners of Class A motor vehicles together with a special annual fee of $15, which is 
in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. The applications and fees shall be submitted 
to the Division of Motor Vehicles with the request that the division issue a registration plate bearing 
a combination of letters or numbers with the organization’s logo or emblem, with the maximum 
number of letters or numbers to be determined by the commissioner. 

(B) The commissioner shall propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the 
provisions of §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code regarding the procedures for and approval of special 
registration plates issued pursuant to this subdivision. 

(C) The commissioner shall set an appropriate fee to defray the administrative costs 
associated with designing and manufacturing special registration plates for a nonprofit charitable 
or educational organization. The nonprofit charitable or educational organization shall collect this 
fee and forward it to the division for deposit in the State Road Fund. The nonprofit charitable or 
educational organization may also collect a fee for marketing the special registration plates. 

(10) The division may issue specified emergency or volunteer registration plates as follows: 

(A) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the State of West Virginia and who is a 
certified paramedic or emergency medical technician, a member of a paid fire department, a 
member of the State Fire Commission, the State Fire Marshal, the State Fire Marshal’s assistants, 
the State Fire Administrator, and voluntary rescue squad members may apply for a special license 
plate for any number of Class A vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant which bears 
the insignia of the profession, group, or commission. Any insignia shall be designed by the 
commissioner. License plates issued pursuant to this subdivision shall bear the requested insignia 
in addition to the registration number issued to the applicant pursuant to the provisions of this 
article. 
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(B) Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit signed by the fire chief or department head of the applicant stating that the applicant is 
justified in having a registration with the requested insignia, proof of compliance with all laws of 
this state regarding registration and licensure of motor vehicles, and payment of all required fees. 

(C) Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be accompanied by payment 
of a special initial application fee of $10, which is in addition to any other registration or license 
fee required by this chapter. All special fees shall be collected by the division and deposited into 
the State Road Fund. 

(11) The division may issue specified certified firefighter registration plates as follows: 

(A) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the State of West Virginia and who is a 
certified firefighter may apply for a special license plate which bears the insignia of the profession, 
for any number of Class A vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. Any insignia shall 
be designed by the commissioner. License plates issued pursuant to this subdivision shall bear 
the requested insignia pursuant to the provisions of this article. Upon presentation of written 
evidence of certification as a certified firefighter, certified firefighters are eligible to purchase the 
special registration plate issued pursuant to this subdivision. 

(B) Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit stating that the applicant is justified in having a registration with the requested insignia, 
proof of compliance with all laws of this state regarding registration and licensure of motor 
vehicles, and payment of all required fees. The firefighter certification department, section, or 
division of the West Virginia University fire service extension shall notify the commissioner in 
writing immediately when a firefighter loses his or her certification. If a firefighter loses his or her 
certification, the commissioner may not issue him or her a license plate under this subdivision. 

(C) Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be accompanied by payment 
of a special initial application fee of $10, which is in addition to any other registration or license 
fee required by this chapter. All special fees shall be collected by the division and deposited into 
the State Road Fund. 

(12) The division may issue special scenic registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the commissioner shall issue a special registration plate 
displaying a scenic design of West Virginia which displays the words "Wild Wonderful" as a 
slogan. 

(B) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 in addition to all 
other fees required by this chapter. All initial application fees collected by the division shall be 
deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(13) The division may issue honorably discharged Marine Corps League members special 
registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any honorably discharged Marine 
Corps League member a special registration plate for any number of vehicles titled in the name 
of the qualified applicant with an insignia designed by the Commissioner of the Division of Motor 
Vehicles. 
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(B) The division may charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 in addition to all 
other fees required by this chapter. This special fee is to compensate the Division of Motor 
Vehicles for additional costs and services required in the issuing of the special registration and 
shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund: Provided, That nothing 
in this section may be construed to exempt any veteran from any other provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s honorably 
discharged Marine Corps League license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does 
not renew the license plate. 

(14) The division may issue military organization registration plates as follows: 

(A) The division may issue a special registration plate for the members of any military 
organization chartered by the United States Congress upon receipt of a guarantee from the 
organization of a minimum of 100 applicants. The insignia on the plate shall be designed by the 
commissioner. 

(B) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue members of the chartered 
organization in good standing, as determined by the governing body of the chartered organization, 
a special registration plate for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(C) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 for each special 
license plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. All initial application fees 
collected by the division shall be deposited into the State Road Fund: Provided, That nothing in 
this section may be construed to exempt any veteran from any other provision of this chapter. 

(D) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s military organization 
registration plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the special military 
organization registration plate. 

(15) The division may issue special nongame wildlife registration plates and special wildlife 
registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate displaying 
a species of West Virginia wildlife which shall display a species of wildlife native to West Virginia 
as prescribed and designated by the commissioner and the Director of the Division of Natural 
Resources. 

(B) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special nongame wildlife 
registration plate and each special wildlife registration plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. All annual fees collected for nongame wildlife registration plates and wildlife 
registration plates shall be deposited in a special revenue account designated the Nongame 
Wildlife Fund and credited to the Division of Natural Resources. 

(C) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 in addition to all 
other fees required by this chapter. All initial application fees collected by the division shall be 
deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(16) The division may issue members of the Silver Haired Legislature special registration 
plates as follows: 
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(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any person who is a duly qualified 
member of the Silver Haired Legislature a specialized registration plate which bears recognition 
of the applicant as a member of the Silver Haired Legislature. 

(B) A qualified member of the Silver Haired Legislature may obtain one registration plate 
described in this subdivision for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the qualified 
applicant. The division shall charge an annual fee of $15, in addition to all other fees required by 
this chapter, for the plate. All annual fees collected by the division shall be deposited in the State 
Road Fund. 

(17) Upon appropriate application, the commissioner shall issue to a classic motor vehicle or 
classic motorcycle, as defined in §17A-10-3a of this code, a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner. An annual fee of $15, in addition to all other fees required by this chapter, 
shall be charged for each classic registration plate. 

(18) Honorably discharged veterans may be issued special registration plates for motorcycles 
subject to Class G registration as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, there shall be issued to any honorably discharged veteran 
of any branch of the armed services of the United States a special registration plate for any 
number of motorcycles subject to Class G registration titled in the name of the qualified applicant 
with an insignia designed by the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

(B) A special initial application fee of $10 shall be charged in addition to all other fees required 
by law. This special fee is to be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund: 
Provided, That nothing in this section may be construed to exempt any veteran from any other 
provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s honorably 
discharged veterans license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew 
the license plate. 

(19) Racing theme special registration plates: 

(A) The division may issue a series of special registration plates displaying National 
Association for Stock Car Auto Racing themes. 

(B) An annual fee of $25 shall be charged for each special racing theme registration plate in 
addition to all other fees required by this chapter. All annual fees collected for each special racing 
theme registration plate shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(C) A special application fee of $10 shall be charged at the time of initial application as well 
as upon application for any duplicate or replacement registration plate, in addition to all other fees 
required by this chapter. All application fees shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(20) The division may issue recipients of the Navy Cross, Distinguished Service Cross, 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Force Cross, Bronze Star, Silver Star, or Air Medal special 
registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any recipient of the Navy Cross, 
Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Bronze 
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Star, or Air Medal, a registration plate for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified 
applicant bearing letters or numbers. A separate registration plate shall be designed by the 
Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles for each award that denotes that those individuals 
who are granted this special registration plate are recipients of the Navy Cross, Distinguished 
Service Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star, or Air Medal 
as applicable. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund: Provided, That nothing in this section exempts the applicant for a special registration plate 
under this subdivision from any other provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s Navy Cross, 
Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Bronze 
Star, or Air Medal special registration plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not 
renew the special registration plate. 

(21) The division may issue honorably discharged veterans special registration plates as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any honorably discharged veteran 
of any branch of the armed services of the United States with verifiable service during World War 
II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, or the War Against Terrorism a special 
registration plate for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant with an 
insignia designed by the commissioner denoting service in the applicable conflict. 

(B) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 in addition to all 
other fees required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the 
State Road Fund: Provided, That nothing contained in this section may be construed to exempt 
any veteran from any other provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s honorably 
discharged veterans’ registration plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not 
renew the special registration plate. 

(22) The division may issue special volunteer firefighter registration plates as follows: 

(A) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of West Virginia and who is a volunteer 
firefighter may apply for a special license plate for any Class A vehicle titled in the name of the 
qualified applicant which bears the insignia of the profession in white letters on a red background. 
The insignia shall be designed by the commissioner and shall contain a fireman’s helmet insignia 
on the left side of the license plate. 

(B) Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit signed by the applicant’s fire chief, stating that the applicant is a volunteer firefighter and 
justified in having a registration plate with the requested insignia. The applicant must comply with 
all other laws of this state regarding registration and licensure of motor vehicles and must pay all 
required fees. 

(C) Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be accompanied by payment 
of a special one-time initial application fee of $10, which is in addition to any other registration or 
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license fee required by this chapter. All application fees shall be deposited into the State Road 
Fund. 

(23) The division may issue special registration plates which reflect patriotic themes, including 
the display of any United States symbol, icon, phrase, or expression which evokes patriotic pride 
or recognition. The division shall also issue registration plates with the words "In God We Trust": 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to an applicant a registration plate 
of the applicant’s choice, displaying a patriotic theme as provided in this subdivision, for a vehicle 
titled in the name of the applicant. A series of registration plates displaying patriotic themes shall 
be designed by the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles for distribution to applicants. 

(B) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 in addition to all 
other fees required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the 
State Road Fund. 

(C) The provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code are not applicable for the issuance of the 
license plates designated by this subdivision. 

(24) Special license plates bearing the American flag and the logo "9/11/01": 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue special registration plates which shall 
display the American flag and the logo "9/11/01". 

(B) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(C) A special application fee of $10 shall be charged at the time of initial application as well 
as upon application for any duplicate or replacement registration plate, in addition to all other fees 
required by this chapter. All application fees shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(25) The division may issue a special registration plate celebrating the centennial of the 4-H 
youth development movement and honoring the Future Farmers of America organization as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate depicting 
the symbol of the 4-H organization which represents the head, heart, hands, and health, as well 
as the symbol of the Future Farmers of America organization which represents a cross section of 
an ear of corn for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special 4-H Future Farmers of 
America registration plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(26) The division may issue special registration plates to educators in the state’s elementary 
and secondary schools and in the state’s institutions of higher education as follows: 
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(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special educator registration plate 
in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(27) The division may issue special registration plates to members of the Nemesis Shrine as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of membership in 
Nemesis Shrine. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(D) Notwithstanding the provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code, the time period for the 
Nemesis Shrine to comply with the minimum 100 prepaid applications is hereby extended to 
January 15, 2005. 

(28) The division may issue volunteers and employees of the American Red Cross special 
registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to any person who is a duly qualified 
volunteer or employee of the American Red Cross a specialized registration plate which bears 
recognition of the applicant as a volunteer or employee of the American Red Cross for any number 
of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(29) The division shall issue special registration plates to individuals who have received the 
U.S. Army Combat Infantryman Badge, Combat Action Badge, or Combat Medical Badge; the 
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, or U.S. Coast Guard Combat Action Ribbon; or the U.S. Air Force 
Combat Action Medal as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
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Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof that they have received 
the U.S. Army Combat Infantryman Badge, Combat Action Badge, or Combat Medical Badge; the 
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, or U.S. Coast Guard Combat Action Ribbon; or the U.S. Air Force 
Combat Action Medal. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(30) The division may issue special registration plates to members of the Knights of Columbus 
as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the 
Knights of Columbus. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(D) Notwithstanding the provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code, the time period for the Knights 
of Columbus to comply with the minimum 100 prepaid applications is hereby extended to January 
15, 2007. 

(31) The division may issue special registration plates to former members of the Legislature 
as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of former service as an 
elected or appointed member of the West Virginia House of Delegates or the West Virginia 
Senate. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. The design of the plate shall indicate total years of service in the Legislature. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(32) Democratic state or county executive committee member special registration plates: 

(A) The division shall design and issue special registration plates for use by democratic state 
or county executive committee members. The design of the plates shall include an insignia of a 
donkey and shall differentiate by wording on the plate between state and county executive 
committee members. 
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(B) An annual fee of $25 shall be charged for each democratic state or county executive 
committee member registration plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. All 
annual fees collected for each special plate issued under this subdivision shall be deposited into 
the State Road Fund. 

(C) A special application fee of $10 shall be charged at the time of initial application as well 
as upon application for any duplicate or replacement registration plate, in addition to all other fees 
required by this chapter. All application fees shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(D) The division shall not begin production of a plate authorized under the provisions of this 
subdivision until the division receives at least 100 completed applications from the state or county 
executive committee members, including all fees required pursuant to this subdivision. 

(E) Notwithstanding the provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code, the time period for the 
democratic executive committee to comply with the minimum 100 prepaid applications is hereby 
extended to January 15, 2005. 

(33) The division may issue honorably discharged female veterans’ special registration plates 
as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, there shall be issued to any female honorably discharged 
veteran, of any branch of the armed services of the United States, a special registration plate for 
any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant with an insignia designed by 
the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles to designate the recipient as a woman 
veteran. 

(B) A special initial application fee of $10 shall be charged in addition to all other fees required 
by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund: 
Provided, That nothing in this section may be construed to exempt any veteran from any other 
provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his deceased spouse’s honorably discharged 
veterans license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license 
plate. 

(34) The division may issue special registration plates bearing the logo, symbol, insignia, 
letters, or words demonstrating association with West Liberty State College to any resident owner 
of a motor vehicle. Resident owners may apply for the special license plate for any number of 
Class A vehicles titled in the name of the applicant. The special registration plates shall be 
designed by the commissioner. Each application submitted pursuant to this subdivision shall be 
accompanied by payment of a special initial application fee of $15, which is in addition to any 
other registration or license fee required by this chapter. The division shall charge an annual fee 
of $15 for each special registration plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. All 
special fees shall be collected by the division and deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(35) The division may issue special registration plates to members of the Harley Owners 
Group as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
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Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the 
Harley Owners Group. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(36) The division may issue special registration plates for persons retired from any branch of 
the armed services of the United States as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, there shall be issued to any person who has retired after 
service in any branch of the armed services of the United States, a special registration plate for 
any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant with an insignia designed by 
the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles to designate the recipient as retired from the 
armed services of the United States. 

(B) A special initial application fee of $10 shall be charged in addition to all other fees required 
by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund: 
Provided, That nothing in this section may be construed to exempt any registrants from any other 
provision of this chapter. 

(C) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s retired military 
license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license plate. 

(37) The division may issue special registration plates bearing the logo, symbol, insignia, 
letters, or words demonstrating association with or support for Fairmont State University as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(38) The division may issue special registration plates honoring the farmers of West Virginia, 
and the division may issue special beekeeper pollinator registration plates as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate depicting 
a farming scene or other apt reference to farming, whether in pictures or words, at the discretion 
of the commissioner. Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration 
plate displaying a pollinator species or advocating its protection as prescribed and designated by 
the commissioner. 
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(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 for each plate in addition 
to all other fees required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited 
in the State Road Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(39) The division shall issue special registration plates promoting education as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate displaying 
a children’s education-related theme as prescribed and designated by the commissioner and the 
State Superintendent of Schools. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(40) The division may issue members of the 82nd Airborne Division Association special 
registration plates as follows: 

(A) The division may issue a special registration plate for members of the 82nd Airborne 
Division Association upon receipt of a guarantee from the organization of a minimum of 100 
applicants. The insignia on the plate shall be designed by the commissioner. 

(B) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue members of the 82nd Airborne 
Division Association in good standing, as determined by the governing body of the organization, 
a special registration plate for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(C) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 for each special 
license plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. All initial application fees 
collected by the division shall be deposited into the State Road Fund: Provided, That nothing in 
this section may be construed to exempt the applicant from any other provision of this chapter. 

(D) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s special 82nd 
Airborne Division Association registration plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does 
not renew the special registration plate. 

(41) The division may issue special registration plates to applicants supporting law-
enforcement officers, to retired members of the West Virginia State Police, and to survivors of 
wounds received in the line of duty as a member with a West Virginia law-enforcement agency 
as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner which recognizes, supports, and honors the men and women of law-
enforcement and includes the words "Back the Blue". Upon appropriate application, the division 
shall issue to any member of a municipal police department, sheriff’s department, the State Police, 
or the law-enforcement division of the Division of Natural Resources who has been wounded in 
the line of duty and awarded a Purple Heart in recognition thereof by the West Virginia Chiefs of 
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Police Association, the West Virginia Sheriffs’ Association, the West Virginia Troopers 
Association, or the Division of Natural Resources a special registration plate for one vehicle titled 
in the name of the qualified applicant with an insignia appropriately designed by the 
commissioner. 

(B) For special registration plates supporting law-enforcement officers, the division shall 
charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees required by law. This 
special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund. An annual 
fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate supporting law-enforcement officers in addition to all 
other fees required by this chapter. 

(C) Registration plates issued pursuant to this subdivision to survivors of wounds received in 
the line of duty as a member with a West Virginia law-enforcement agency are exempt from the 
registration fees otherwise required by the provisions of this chapter. A surviving spouse may 
continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s special registration plate until the surviving spouse 
dies, remarries, or does not renew the plate. Survivors of wounds received in the line of duty as 
a member with a West Virginia law-enforcement agency may obtain a license plate as described 
in this subdivision for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the qualified applicant. The 
division shall charge a one-time fee of $10 to be deposited into the State Road Fund, in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter, for the second plate. 

(D) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue special registration plates designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant who 
offers sufficient proof of being a retired member of the West Virginia State Police. The division 
shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees required by law. 
This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(42) The division may issue a special registration plate for persons who are Native-Americans 
and residents of this state: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to an applicant who is a Native-
American resident of West Virginia a registration plate for a vehicle titled in the name of the 
applicant with an insignia designed by the Commissioner of the Division of Motor Vehicles to 
designate the recipient as a Native-American. 

(B) The division shall charge a special one-time initial application fee of $10 in addition to all 
other fees required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the 
State Road Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(43) The division may issue special registration plates commemorating the centennial 
anniversary of the creation of Davis and Elkins College as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner to commemorate the centennial anniversary of Davis and Elkins College for 
any number of vehicles titled in the name of the applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10. This special fee shall be 
collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund. 
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(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(44) The division may issue special registration plates recognizing and honoring breast cancer 
survivors. The division may also issue special registration plates to support a cure for childhood 
cancer: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner to recognize and honor breast cancer survivors, such plate to incorporate 
somewhere in the design the "pink ribbon emblem", for any number of vehicles titled in the name 
of the applicant. Upon appropriate application, the division may also issue a special registration 
plate designed by the commissioner to support a cure for childhood cancer, such plate to 
incorporate somewhere in the design the gold ribbon emblem with "WV Kids Cancer Crusaders" 
below or next to the emblem and "Cure Childhood Cancer" at the bottom of the plate, for any 
number of vehicles titled in the name of the applicant. 

 (B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10. This special fee shall be 
deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(45) The division may issue special registration plates to members of the Knights of Pythias 
or Pythian Sisters as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the 
Knights of Pythias or Pythian Sisters. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(46) The commissioner may issue special registration plates for whitewater rafting enthusiasts 
as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special registration plate in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter. 
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(47) The division may issue special registration plates to members of Lions International as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner in consultation with Lions International for any number of vehicles titled in 
the name of the qualified applicant. Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer 
sufficient proof of membership in Lions International. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(48) The division may issue special registration plates supporting organ donation and adoption 
as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner which recognizes, supports, and honors organ and tissue donors and 
includes the words "Donate Life", and the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner which supports and encourages adoption and includes the words "Choose 
Life". 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(49) The division may issue special registration plates to members of the West Virginia Bar 
Association as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner in consultation with the West Virginia Bar Association for any number of 
vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. Persons desiring the special registration plate 
shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the West Virginia Bar Association. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(50) The division may issue special registration plates bearing an appropriate logo, symbol, 
or insignia combined with the words "SHARE THE ROAD" designed to promote bicycling in the 
state as follows: 
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(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(51) The division may issue special registration plates honoring coal miners and the coal 
industry, as well as other professions, as set forth in this subdivision as follows: 

(A)(i) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate 
depicting and displaying coal miners in mining activities as prescribed and designated by the 
commissioner and the board of the National Coal Heritage Area Authority.  

(ii) The division may issue registration plates with the words "Friends of Coal".  

(iii) The division may issue special registration plates recognizing the occupation of linemen, 
showing appreciation for workers who construct and maintain utility lines, and depicting a scene 
or other apt reference to the occupation of linemen, whether in words or pictures, at the discretion 
of the commissioner. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(D) The provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code are not applicable for the issuance of license 
plates designated by this subdivision. 

(52) The division may issue special registration plates to present and former Boy Scouts, and 
to present and former members of the Civil Air Patrol as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of present or past 
membership in the Boy Scouts as either a member or a leader, or in the Civil Air Patrol, as 
applicable. The special registration plates for the Civil Air Patrol shall be designed by the 
commissioner in cooperation with the Civil Air Patrol. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 



1112 JOURNAL OF THE [MARCH 3 
 

(53) The division may issue special registration plates to present and former Boy Scouts who 
have achieved Eagle Scout status as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 
Persons desiring the special registration plate shall offer sufficient proof of achievement of Eagle 
Scout status. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(54) The division may issue special registration plates recognizing and memorializing victims 
of domestic violence: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner to recognize and memorialize victims of domestic violence, such plate to 
incorporate somewhere in the design the "purple ribbon emblem", for any number of vehicles 
titled in the name of the applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10. This special fee shall be 
deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(55) The division may issue special registration plates bearing the logo, symbol, insignia, 
letters, or words demonstrating association with, or support for, the University of Charleston as 
follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(56) The division may issue special registration plates to members of the Sons of the American 
Revolution as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner in consultation with the Sons of the American Revolution for any number of 
vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. Persons desiring the special registration plate 
shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the Sons of the American Revolution. 
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(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate in addition to all other fees required 
by this chapter. 

(57) The commissioner may issue special registration plates for horse enthusiasts as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special registration plate in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(58) The commissioner may issue special registration plates to the next of kin of a member of 
any branch of the armed services of the United States killed in combat as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate for any 
number of vehicles titled in the name of a qualified applicant depicting the Gold Star awarded by 
the United States Department of Defense as prescribed and designated by the commissioner. 

(B) The next of kin shall provide sufficient proof of receiving a Gold Star lapel button from the 
United States Department of Defense in accordance with Public Law 534, 89th Congress, and 
criteria established by the United States Department of Defense, including criteria to determine 
next of kin. 

(C) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(D) The provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code are not applicable for the issuance of special 
license plates designated by this subdivision. 

(59) The commissioner may issue special registration plates for retired or former justices of 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia as follows: 

(A) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. 

(B) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees 
required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road 
Fund. 

(C) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special registration plate in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter. 
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(D) The provisions of §17A-3-14(d) of this code are not applicable for the issuance of special 
license plates designated by this subdivision. 

(60) Upon approval by the commissioner of an appropriate application, and upon all 
requirements of this subdivision being satisfied, the division may issue special registration plates 
for Class A and Class G motor vehicles to members of an organization for which a special 
registration plate has not been issued pursuant to any other subdivision in this subsection prior to 
January 1, 2010, in accordance with the provisions of this subdivision: 

(A) An organization desiring to create a special registration plate must comply with the 
following requirements to be eligible to apply for the creation and issuance of a special registration 
plate: 

(i) The organization must be a nonprofit organization organized and existing under Section 
501(c)(3) of Title 26 of the Internal Revenue Code and based, headquartered, or have a chapter 
in West Virginia; 

(ii) The organization may be organized for, but may not be restricted to, social, civic, higher 
education, or entertainment purposes; 

(iii) The organization may not be a political party and may not have been created or exist 
primarily to promote a specific political or social belief, as determined by the commissioner in his 
or her sole discretion; 

(iv) The organization may not have as its primary purpose the promotion of any specific faith, 
religion, religious belief, or antireligion; 

(v) The name of the organization may not be the name of a special product or brand name, 
and may not be construed, as determined by the commissioner, as promoting a product or brand 
name; and  

(vi) The organization’s lettering, logo, image, or message to be placed on the registration 
plate, if created, may not be obscene, offensive, or objectionable as determined by the 
commissioner in his or her sole discretion. 

(B) Beginning July 1, 2010, an organization requesting the creation and issuance of a special 
registration plate may make application with the division. The application shall include sufficient 
information, as determined by the commissioner, to determine whether the special registration 
plate requested, and the organization making the application, meet all the requirements set forth 
in this subdivision. The application shall also include a proposed design, including lettering, logo, 
image, or message to be placed on the registration plate. The commissioner shall notify the 
organization of the commissioner’s approval or disapproval of the application. 

(C)(i) The commissioner may not begin the design or production of any license plates 
authorized and approved pursuant to this subdivision until the organization which applied for the 
special registration plate has collected and submitted collectively to the division applications 
completed by at least 250 persons and collectively deposited with the division all fees necessary 
to cover the first year’s basic registration, one-time design and manufacturing costs, and to cover 
the first year additional annual fee for all of the applications submitted. 
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(ii) If the organization fails to submit the required number of applications and fees within six 
months of the effective date of the approval of the application for the plate by the commissioner, 
the plate will not be produced until a new application is submitted and is approved by the 
commissioner: Provided, That an organization that is unsuccessful in obtaining the minimum 
number of applications may not make a new application for a special plate until at least two years 
have passed since the approval of the previous application of the organization. 

(D) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $25 for each special license 
plate in addition to all other fees required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division 
and deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(E) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special registration plate in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(F) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner in consultation with the organization for any number of vehicles titled in the 
name of a qualified registration plate applicant. Persons desiring the special registration plate 
shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the organization. 

(G) The commissioner shall discontinue the issuance or renewal of the registration of any 
special plate issued pursuant to this subdivision if: 

(i) The number of valid registrations for the specialty plate falls below 250 plates for at least 
12 consecutive months; or 

(ii) The organization no longer exists or no longer meets the requirements of this subdivision. 

(d) The minimum number of applications required prior to design and production of a special 
license plate shall be as follows: 

(1) The commissioner may not begin the design or production of any license plates for which 
eligibility is based on membership or affiliation with a particular private organization until at least 
100 persons complete an application and deposit with the organization a check to cover the first 
year’s basic registration, one-time design and manufacturing costs, and to cover the first year 
additional annual fee. If the organization fails to submit the required number of applications with 
attached checks within six months of the effective date of the original authorizing legislation, the 
plate will not be produced and will require legislative reauthorization: Provided, That an 
organization or group that is unsuccessful in obtaining the minimum number of applications may 
not request reconsideration of a special plate until at least two years have passed since the 
effective date of the original authorization: Provided, however, That the provisions of this 
subdivision are not applicable to the issuance of plates authorized pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(60) 
of this code. 

(2) The commissioner may not begin the design or production of any license plates authorized 
by this section for which membership or affiliation with a particular organization is not required 
until at least 250 registrants complete an application and deposit a fee with the division to cover 
the first year’s basic registration fee, one-time design and manufacturing fee, and additional 
annual fee, if applicable. If the commissioner fails to receive the required number of applications 
within six months of the effective date of the original authorizing legislation, the plate will not be 
produced and will require legislative reauthorization: Provided, That if the minimum number of 
applications is not satisfied within the six months of the effective date of the original authorizing 
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legislation, a person may not request reconsideration of a special plate until at least two years 
have passed since the effective date of the original authorization. 

(e)(1) Nothing in this section requires a charge for a free prisoner of war license plate or a free 
recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor license plate for a vehicle titled in the name of the 
qualified applicant as authorized by other provisions of this code. 

(2) A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s prisoner of war 
license plate or Congressional Medal of Honor license plate until the surviving spouse dies, 
remarries, or does not renew the license plate. 

(3) Qualified former prisoners of war and recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor may 
obtain a second special registration plate for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the 
qualified applicant. The division shall charge a one-time fee of $10 to be deposited into the State 
Road Fund, in addition to all other fees required by this chapter, for the second special plate. 

(f) The division may issue special 10-year registration plates as follows: 

(1) The commissioner may issue or renew for a period of no more than 10 years any 
registration plate exempted from registration fees pursuant to any provision of this code or any 
restricted use antique motor vehicle license plate authorized by §17A-10-3a of this code: 
Provided, That the provisions of this subsection do not apply to any person who has had a special 
registration suspended for failure to maintain motor vehicle liability insurance as required by 
§17D-2A-3 of this code or failure to pay personal property taxes as required by §17A-3-3a of this 
code. 

(2) An initial nonrefundable fee shall be charged for each special registration plate issued 
pursuant to this subsection, which is the total amount of fees required by §17A-3-3, §17A-10-3a, 
or §17A-10-15 of this code for the period requested. 

(g) The provisions of this section may not be construed to exempt any registrant from 
maintaining motor vehicle liability insurance as required by §17D-2A-3 of this code or from paying 
personal property taxes on any motor vehicle as required by §17A-3-3a of this code. 

(h) The commissioner may, in his or her discretion, issue a registration plate of reflectorized 
material suitable for permanent use on motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers, together with 
appropriate devices to be attached to the registration to indicate the year for which the vehicles 
have been properly registered or the date of expiration of the registration. The design and 
expiration of the plates shall be determined by the commissioner. The commissioner shall, 
whenever possible and cost effective, implement the latest technology in the design, production, 
and issuance of registration plates, indices of registration renewal and vehicle ownership 
documents, including, but not limited to, offering Internet renewal of vehicle registration and the 
use of bar codes for instant identification of vehicles by scanning equipment to promote the 
efficient and effective coordination and communication of data for improving highway safety, 
aiding law enforcement, and enhancing revenue collection. 

(i) Any license plate issued or renewed pursuant to this chapter which is paid for by a check 
that is returned for nonsufficient funds is void without further notice to the applicant. The applicant 
may not reinstate the registration until the returned check is paid by the applicant in cash, money 
order, or certified check and all applicable fees assessed as a result thereof have been paid. 
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(j) The division shall, upon request of a qualifying applicant, exempt one nonexempt military 
special registration plate per qualifying applicant from all registration fees. For purposes of this 
subsection: 

(1) "Exempt military special registration plate" means a special registration plate related to 
military service that is issued pursuant to this section for which registration fees are exempt 
pursuant to this section or §17A-10-8 of this code, including, but not limited to, a special 
registration plate issued to one of the following: 

(A) A disabled veteran pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(6), §17A-10-8(4), or §17A-10-8(5) of this 
code; 

(B) A recipient of the Purple Heart medal pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(7) of this code; 

(C) A survivor of the attack on Pearl Harbor pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(8) of this code; 

(D) A former prisoner of war pursuant to §17A-10-8(6) of this code; or 

(E) A recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor pursuant to §17A-10-8(7) of this code. 

 (2) "Nonexempt military special registration plate" means a special registration plate related 
to military service that is issued pursuant to this section for which registration fees are not exempt 
pursuant to this section or §17A-10-8 of this code, including, but not limited to, special registration 
plate issued to one of the following: 

(A) A member of the National Guard forces pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(3) of this code; 

(B) An honorably discharged veteran pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(5) or §17A-3-14(c)(21) of this 
code; 

(C) An honorably discharged Marine Corps League member pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(13) of 
this code; 

(D) A member of a military organization pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(14) of this code;  

(E) A recipient of the Navy Cross, Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Air Force Cross, Bronze Star, Silver Star, or Air Medal pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(20) of this code; 

(F) A recipient of the Combat Infantry Badge or the Combat Medic Badge pursuant to §17A-
3-14(c)(29) of this code; 

(G) An honorably discharged female veteran pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(33) of this code; 

(H) A person retired from any branch of the armed services of the United States pursuant to 
§17A-3-14(c)(36) of this code; or 

(I) A member of the 82nd Airborne Division Association pursuant to §17A-3-14(c)(40) of this 
code. 

(3) "Qualifying applicant" means an applicant who qualifies for an exempt military special 
registration plate, and who also qualifies for a nonexempt military special registration plate, who 
requests that the division issue one such nonexempt military special registration plate instead of 
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such exempt military special registration plate in order to have such nonexempt military special 
registration plate be exempt from the payment of registration fees. 

(a) The division, upon registering a vehicle, shall issue to the owner one registration plate with 
a registration number consisting of a combination of letters, numerals, symbols, or characters in 
a configuration determined by the commissioner.  

(b) Registration plates shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Plates must incorporate reflectorized material. 

(2) Registration numbers shall be plainly readable from 100 feet during daylight. 

(3) The commissioner may assign any additional feature to facilitate reciprocal agreements, 
facilitate interstate travel, promote highway safety, or promote the efficient operation of the 
division. 

(c) The commissioner may suspend the registration of any owner who displays a damaged or 
illegible plate or otherwise fails to comply with the requirements of §17A-3-19 of this code.    

(d) Any license plate issued or renewed pursuant to this chapter which is paid for by a check 
that is returned for nonsufficient funds is void without further notice to the applicant. The applicant 
may not reinstate the registration until the returned check is paid by the applicant in cash, money 
order, or certified check and all applicable fees assessed as a result thereof have been paid. 

(e) In furtherance of the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act, §39A-1-1 et seq. of this code, 
the division may accept or authorize an electronic signature in any instance the law required to 
be enforced by the commissioner requires a signature or a pen and ink signature. 

§17A-3-14a. Special registration plates for government officials. 

(a) The Governor shall be issued two registration plates, on one of which shall be imprinted 
the numeral one and on the other the word one. 

(b) State officials and judges may be issued special registration plates as follows: 

(1) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue to the Secretary of State, State 
Superintendent of Schools, Auditor, Treasurer, Commissioner of Agriculture, Attorney General, 
members of both houses of the Legislature, including elected active and former officials of both 
houses of the Legislature, active or retired or former justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia, judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals, representatives and senators of the 
state in the Congress of the United States, active or retired on senior status judges of the West 
Virginia circuit courts, the judges of the United States district courts for the State of West Virginia, 
and judges of the United States Court of Appeals for the fourth circuit, if any of the judges are 
residents of West Virginia, a special registration plate for any vehicle owned by the official or his 
or her spouse. 

(2) Each plate issued pursuant to this subsection shall bear any combination of letters and 
numbers, not to exceed an amount determined by the commissioner, and a designation of the 
office. Each plate shall supersede the regular numbered plate assigned to the official or his or her 
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spouse during the official’s term of office and while the vehicle is owned by the official or his or 
her spouse. 

(3) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for every registration plate issued pursuant 
to this subsection, which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(4) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 for every application 
received by a former or retired government official authorized to receive a plate in this section, 
which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

§17A-3-14b. Special registration plates for military personnel. 

(a) The division may continue to issue special plates for any plate class authorized by 
enactments of §17A-3-14 of this code prior to the year 2023 for active, retired, or honorably 
discharged military personnel, or the next of kin of a member of any branch of the armed services 
of the United States killed in combat.  The division shall charge an initial application fee of $10 for 
each special registration plate issued pursuant to this section, which is in addition to all other fees 
required by this chapter. A surviving spouse may continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s 
military license plate until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license 
plate.  

(b) The applicant shall present documentation as determined by the commissioner as 
evidence of qualification for any plate authorized in this section. 

(c) The division may issue a special registration plate pursuant to this section to any number 
of vehicles titled in the name of the applicant. 

(d) If a new special plate as authorized in this section recognizes members of a military 
organization chartered by the United States Congress, the division may produce such plate upon 
receipt of a guarantee from the organization of a minimum of 100 applicants.  

§17A-3-14c. Specially arranged registration plates. 

Specially arranged registration plates for plate classes and special registration plate types 
authorized by the commissioner may be issued as follows: 

(1) Upon appropriate application, any owner of a motor vehicle subject to registration, may 
request that the division issue a registration plate bearing specially arranged letters or numbers 
with the maximum number of letters or numbers to be determined by the commissioner. The 
division shall attempt to comply with the request wherever possible. 

(2) The commissioner shall propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the 
provisions of §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code regarding the orderly distribution of the plates: 
Provided, That for purposes of this subsection, the registration plates requested and issued shall 
include all plates bearing the numbers two through 2,000. 

(3) An annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each special registration plate issued pursuant 
to this section, which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

§17A-3-14d. Special honorary military plates. 
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(a) The division may issue special plates to disabled veterans, recipients of the distinguished 
Purple Heart medal, recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor, recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, and Air Force Cross, or veteran survivors of the attack 
on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Registration plates issued pursuant to this section are 
exempt from all registration fees otherwise required by the provisions of this chapter. A surviving 
spouse may continue to use the license plate of his or her deceased spouse that was issued 
pursuant to this section until the surviving spouse dies, remarries, or does not renew the license 
plate. 

(b) A qualified applicant may obtain a second license plate as described in this section for use 
on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the applicant. The division shall charge for the second 
plate a one-time fee of $10, to be deposited into the State Road Fund, which is in addition to all 
other fees required by this chapter.  

(c) The applicant shall present satisfactory proof as determined by the commissioner as 
evidence of qualification for any plate authorized in this section. 

(d) An applicant qualified to receive a special plate under subsection (a) of this section, or 
qualified to receive a registration fee exemption under §17A-10-8(6) of this code as a former 
prisoner of war, may choose to transfer the registration fee exemptions to a special registration 
plate for military personnel for which the applicant also qualifies under §17A-3-14b of this code 
instead of receiving the honorary military plate pursuant to this section.  

§17A-3-14e. Special registration plates for organizations. 

(a) The division may continue to issue all special registration plates to organizations issued 
under a prior enactment of §17A-3-14 of this code. 

(b) An organization requesting the creation and issuance of a special registration plate shall 
make application with the division. The application shall include sufficient information, as 
determined by the commissioner, to determine whether the special registration plate requested, 
and the organization making the application, meet all the requirements set forth in this section 
and legislative rule. The application shall include a proposed design, including lettering, logo, 
image, or message to be placed on the registration plate. The commissioner shall notify the 
organization of the commissioner’s approval or disapproval of the application. 

(c) (1) The commissioner may not begin the design or production of any license plates 
authorized and approved pursuant to this section until the organization which applied for the 
special registration plate has collected and submitted collectively to the division applications 
completed by at least 100 persons and collectively deposited with the division all fees necessary 
to cover the first year’s basic registration, one-time design and manufacturing costs, and the first 
year additional annual fee for all of the submitted applications. 

(2) By concurrent resolution of the Legislature, the requirement to collectively deposited with 
the division all fees necessary to cover the first year’s basic registration, one-time design, and 
manufacturing costs may be waived for any organization.  

(d) If the organization fails to submit the required number of applications and fees within six 
months of the effective date of the approval of the application for the plate by the commissioner, 
the plate may not be produced until a new application is submitted and is approved by the 
commissioner: Provided, That an organization that is unsuccessful in obtaining the minimum 
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number of applications may not make a new application for a special plate until at least two years 
have passed since the approval of the previous application of the organization. 

(e) The division shall charge a special initial application fee of $25 for each special license 
plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. This special fee shall be collected by 
the division and deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(f) The division shall charge an annual fee of $15 for each special registration plate in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(g) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner in consultation with the organization for any number of vehicles titled in the 
name of a qualified registration plate applicant. Persons desiring the special registration plate 
shall offer sufficient proof of membership in the organization unless the organization has identified 
in the application that the special registration plate is desired to be made available for general 
issuance. 

(h) The commissioner may discontinue the issuance or renewal of the registration of any 
special plate issued pursuant to this section if: 

(1) The number of valid registrations for the specialty plate falls below 100 plates for at least 
12 consecutive months; or 

(2) The organization no longer exists or no longer meets the requirements of this section. 

(i) If a new design is requested after issuance of a special registration plate, the organization 
shall pay the costs of design and any unused material from the previous design. In addition, the 
division shall charge a special initial application fee of $25 for each newly designed special license 
plate in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

§17A-3-14f. Special 10-year registration plates. 

(a) The division may issue special 10-year registration plates as follows for any registration 
plate exempted from registration fees pursuant to any provision of this code or any restricted use 
antique motor vehicle license plate authorized by §17A-10-3a of this code: Provided, That the 
provisions of this subsection do not apply to any person who has had a special registration 
suspended for failure to maintain motor vehicle liability insurance as required by §17D-2A-3 of 
this code or failure to pay personal property taxes as required by §17A-3-3a of this code. 

(b) An initial nonrefundable fee shall be charged for each special registration plate issued 
pursuant to this section, which is the total amount of fees required by §17A-3-3, §17A-10-3a, or 
§17A-10-15 of this code for the period requested. 

§17A-3-14g. Special registration plates for first responders. 

(a) The division may issue special emergency or volunteer registration plates as follows: 

(1) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the State of West Virginia and who is a 
certified paramedic or emergency medical technician, member of a paid fire department, member 
of the State Fire Commission, the State Fire Marshal, State Fire Marshal assistant, State Fire 
Administrator, or voluntary rescue squad member may apply for a special license plate for any 
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number of Class A vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant which bears the insignia 
of the profession, group, or commission. Any insignia shall be designed by the commissioner. 
License plates issued pursuant to this subsection shall bear the requested insignia in addition to 
the registration number issued to the applicant pursuant to the provisions of this article. 

(2) Each application submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit signed by the fire chief or department head of the applicant stating that the applicant is 
justified in having a registration with the requested insignia, proof of compliance with all laws of 
this state regarding registration and licensure of motor vehicles, and payment of all required fees. 

(3) Each application submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by payment 
of a special initial application fee of $10, which is in addition to all other fees required by this 
chapter. All special fees shall be collected by the division and deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(b) The division may issue special certified firefighter registration plates as follows: 

(1) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the State of West Virginia and who is a 
certified firefighter may apply for a special license plate that bears the insignia of the profession 
for any number of Class A vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant. Any insignia shall 
be designed by the commissioner. License plates issued pursuant to this subsection shall bear 
the requested insignia pursuant to the provisions of this article. Upon presentation of written 
evidence of certification as a certified firefighter, certified firefighters are eligible to purchase the 
special registration plate issued pursuant to this subsection. 

(2) Each application submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit stating that the applicant is justified in having a registration with the requested insignia, 
proof of compliance with all laws of this state regarding registration and licensure of motor 
vehicles, and payment of all required fees. The firefighter certification department, section, or 
division of the West Virginia University fire service extension shall notify the commissioner in 
writing immediately when a firefighter loses his or her certification. If a firefighter loses his or her 
certification, the commissioner may not issue him or her a license plate under this subsection. 

(3) Each application submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by payment 
of a special initial application fee of $10, which is in addition to all other fees required by this 
chapter. All special fees shall be collected by the division and deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(c) The division may issue special volunteer firefighter registration plates as follows: 

(1) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of West Virginia and who is a volunteer 
firefighter may apply for a special license plate for any Class A vehicle titled in the name of the 
qualified applicant which bears the insignia of the profession in white letters on a red background. 
The insignia shall be designed by the commissioner and shall contain a fireman’s helmet insignia 
on the left side of the license plate. 

(2) Each application submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by an 
affidavit signed by the applicant’s fire chief, stating that the applicant is a volunteer firefighter and 
is justified in having a registration plate with the requested insignia. The applicant must comply 
with all other laws of this state regarding registration and licensure of motor vehicles and must 
pay all required fees. 
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(3) Each application submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by payment 
of a special one-time initial application fee of $10, which is in addition to all other fees required by 
this chapter. All application fees shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(d) The division may issue special registration plates to applicants supporting law-
enforcement officers, to retired members of the West Virginia State Police, and to survivors of 
wounds received in the line of duty as a member with a West Virginia law-enforcement agency 
as follows: 

(1) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate designed 
by the commissioner which recognizes, supports, and honors the men and women of law-
enforcement and includes the words Back the Blue. Upon appropriate application, the division 
shall issue to any member of a municipal police department, sheriff’s department, the State Police, 
or the law-enforcement division of the Division of Natural Resources who has been wounded in 
the line of duty and awarded a Purple Heart in recognition thereof by the West Virginia Chiefs of 
Police Association, the West Virginia Sheriffs’ Association, the West Virginia Troopers 
Association, or the Division of Natural Resources a special registration plate for one vehicle titled 
in the name of the qualified applicant with an insignia appropriately designed by the 
commissioner. 

(2) For special registration plates supporting law-enforcement officers, the division shall 
charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 
This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund. An 
annual fee of $15 shall be charged for each plate supporting law-enforcement officers in addition 
to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(3) Registration plates issued pursuant to this subsection to survivors of wounds received in 
the line of duty as a member with a West Virginia law-enforcement agency are exempt from the 
registration fees otherwise required by the provisions of this chapter. A surviving spouse may 
continue to use his or her deceased spouse’s special registration plate until the surviving spouse 
dies, remarries, or does not renew the plate. Survivors of wounds received in the line of duty as 
a member with a West Virginia law-enforcement agency may obtain a license plate as described 
in this subsection for use on a passenger vehicle titled in the name of the qualified applicant. The 
division shall charge for the second plate a one-time fee of $10, to be deposited into the State 
Road Fund, which is in addition to all other fees required by this chapter. 

(4) Upon appropriate application, the division may issue special registration plates designed 
by the commissioner for any number of vehicles titled in the name of the qualified applicant who 
offers sufficient proof of being a retired member of the West Virginia State Police. The division 
shall charge a special initial application fee of $10 in addition to all other fees required by this 
chapter. This special fee shall be collected by the division and deposited in the State Road Fund. 

§17A-3-14h. Special themed registration plates. 

(a) The division may issue new special themed registration plates at the discretion of the 
commissioner and may continue to issue any special themed registration plate authorized under 
a prior enactment of §17A-3-14 of this code. The commissioner may discontinue the issuance or 
renewal of a special registration plate issued or authorized under this section at any time. 
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(b) Unless otherwise provided in this section, the division shall charge an initial application fee 
of $10 and an annual fee of $15 for each special themed registration plate in addition to all other 
fees required by this chapter. 

(c) The division may not issue any special themed registration plate pursuant to subsection 
(a) of this section until at least 100 persons complete an application and deposit with the division 
a check to cover the first year’s basic registration fee, initial application fee, and annual fee. 

(d) The division may issue special nongame wildlife registration plates and special wildlife 
registration plates as follows: 

(1) Upon appropriate application, the division shall issue a special registration plate displaying 
a species of West Virginia wildlife that shall display a species of wildlife native to West Virginia as 
prescribed and designated by the commissioner and the Director of the Division of Natural 
Resources. 

(2) All annual fees collected pursuant to this section for nongame wildlife registration plates 
and wildlife registration plates shall be deposited in a special revenue account designated the 
Nongame Wildlife Fund and credited to the Division of Natural Resources under authority granted 
in Article VI, Section 56 of The Constitution of West Virginia. 

(3) All initial application fees collected by the division for nongame wildlife registration plates 
and wildlife registration plates shall be deposited in the State Road Fund. 

(e) Racing theme special registration plates: 

(1) The division may issue a series of special registration plates displaying National 
Association for Stock Car Auto Racing themes. 

(2) An annual fee of $25 shall be charged for each special racing theme registration plate in 
addition to all other fees required by this chapter. All annual fees collected for each special racing 
theme registration plate shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

(3) A special application fee of $10 shall be charged at the time of initial application as well as 
upon application for any duplicate or replacement registration plate in addition to all other fees 
required by this chapter. All application fees shall be deposited into the State Road Fund. 

§17A-3-14i. Manufacturing of certain special registration plates; rulemaking. 

(a) For all registration plates authorized pursuant to the provisions of §17A-3-14a, §17A-3-
14b, §17A-3-14c, §17A-3-14d, §17A-3-14e, §17A-3-14f, §17A-3-14g, and §17A-3-14h, the 
division is not required to keep a stockpile of such plates, but may create a process for the 
issuance of such plates by special order. 

(b) The division may propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the provisions 
of §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code to administer the issuance of all special registration plates 
authorized in this article.” 

The bill was then ordered to third reading. 
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S. B. 246, Revising membership of Broadband Enhancement Council; on second reading, 
coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third reading.  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 268, Relating to PEIA; on second reading, coming up in regular order, 
was read a second time. 

 At the request of Delegate Jeffries, and by unanimous consent, the bill was advanced to third 
reading with the right to amend and the rule was suspended to permit the consideration of 
amendments on that reading.  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 423, Increasing salary for certain state employees; on second reading, 
coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

At the request of Delegate Jeffries, and by unanimous consent, the bill was advanced to third 
reading with the right to amend and the rule was suspended to permit the consideration of 
amendments on that reading.  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 439, Establishing design-build program for DEP; on second reading, 
coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

On motion of Delegates Riley, Burkhammer, Butler and Linville, the bill was amended on page 
2, section 2, line 20, immediately following the word “article” by inserting the following:  

“: Provided, That only contracts awarded directly by the Department of Environmental 
Protection may utilize the design-build delivery method authorized pursuant to the provisions of 
this article: Provided, however, design-build delivery projects awarded pursuant to the provisions 
of this article may not exceed a total aggregate value of $50 million.” 

The bill was then ordered to third reading. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 463, Increasing validity of CDL instruction permit; on second reading, 
coming up in regular order, was read a second time.  

On motion of Delegate Linville, the bill was amended on page 2, section 9, line 42 immediately 
following the phrase “18 years of age” by striking the words “and has held a graduated Class E, 
Class E or Class D license for at least one year.” 

The bill was then ordered to third reading. 

S. B. 591, Allowing counties and municipalities to jointly undertake development projects; on 
second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third reading.  

S. B. 609, Obtaining approval for decommissioning or deconstructing of existing power plant; 
on second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

At the request of Delegate Jeffries, and by unanimous consent, the bill was advanced to third 
reading with the right to amend and the rule was suspended to permit the consideration of 
amendments on that reading. 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 613, Relating generally to certificates of need; on second reading, coming 
up in regular order, was read a second time.  
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 Delegate Pushkin moved to amend the bill on page 14, section 10, line 62 after the words 
“performed at a hospital” by inserting the words “except for cardiac surgery and transplant 
services;”. 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment, the same was put and did not prevail. 

The bill was then ordered to third reading. 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2024, Budget Bill, making appropriations of public money out of the 
treasury in accordance with section fifty-one, article six of the Constitution; on second reading, 
coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

 At the request of Delegate Jeffries, and by unanimous consent, the bill was advanced to third 
reading with the right to amend and the rule was suspended to permit the consideration of 
amendments on that reading.  

First Reading 

S. B. 142, Modifying procedures to settle estates of decedents,  

S. B. 237, Relating to Public Employees Retirement System and State Teachers Retirement 
System,  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 335, Authorizing Department of Homeland Security to promulgate 
legislative rules,  

S. B. 449, Updating terms for Natural Resources Police Officers Retirement System and 
retirement systems for charter schools,  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 450, Defining medical examination for disability purposes in retirement 
plans administered by Consolidated Public Retirement Board, 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 453, Ensuring retirement contributions and delinquency charges of 
charter school employees be paid upon school closure or by successor,  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 455, Modifying certain used car restrictions,  

S. B. 458, Setting rate of interest on delinquent retirement contribution submissions,  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 468, Continuing Cabwaylingo State Forest Trail System,  

Com. Sub. for S. B. 475, Modifying examinations for disability pensions,  

S. B. 529, Allowing businesses to register as limited liability limited partnerships,  

S. B. 597, Allowing Workforce WV to hire classified service exempt employees,  

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2911, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department 
of Homeland Security, Division of Administrative Services,  

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2914, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Governor’s 
Office - Civil Contingent Fund,  
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H. B. 2927, Supplementing and amending appropriation to the Department of Homeland 
Security, Division of Corrections and Rehabilitations - Correctional Units,  

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3040, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department 
of Administration, Office of the Secretary,  

H. B. 3065, Supplementing appropriations to the Department of Transportation, Division of 
Multimodal Transportation Facilities - Aeronautics Commission,  

H. B. 3067, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of Transportation, 
Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities - Public Transit,  

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3074, Supplementing appropriations to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities, 

And, 

H. B. 3108, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of Transportation, 
Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities - State Rail Authority. 

At the request of Delegate Jeffries, and by unanimous consent, the House of Delegates 
returned to the Third Order of Business for the purpose of receiving committee reports. 

Committee Reports 

Mr. Speaker (Mr. Hanshaw), Chair of the Committee on Rules, submitted the following report, 
which was received: 

Your Committee on Rules has had under consideration:   

H. C. R. 15, Requesting That the Joint Committee on Government and Finance send official 
correspondence to West Virginia’s federal delegations stating West Virginia veterans’ concerns 
and objections to the two TRICARE for Life (“TFL”) proposals, 

H. C. R. 62, U.S. Army PFC Clayton Collins Memorial Bridge, 

H. C. R. 64, U. S. Army Air Corps PVT-II Charles A. White Memorial Road, 

And, 

Com. Sub. for S. C. R. 17, US Navy PO2 Phillip Joseph "PJ" Hainer Memorial Bridge, 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each be adopted. 

Leaves of Absence 

At the request of Delegate Jeffries, and by unanimous consent, leaves of absence for the day 
were granted Delegates Ferrell and Howell. 

Miscellaneous Business 

At 1:30 p.m., the House of Delegates adjourned until 9:00 a.m., Saturday, March 4, 2023.  
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H. C. R. 15 - Requesting That the Joint Committee on Government and 
Finance send official correspondence to West Virginia’s federal 
delegations stating West Virginia veterans’ concerns and 
objections to the two TRICARE for Life (“TFL”) proposals 
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(CRISS) (REGULAR) [FINANCE COMMITTEE AMENDMENT PENDING] 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 453 - Ensuring retirement contributions and delinquency charges of 
charter school employees be paid upon school closure or by 
successor (CRISS) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 455 - Modifying certain used car restrictions (LINVILLE) (REGULAR) 

S. B. 458 - Setting rate of interest on delinquent retirement contribution 
submissions (CRISS) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 468 - Continuing Cabwaylingo State Forest Trail System (HOWELL) 
(REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 475 - Modifying examinations for disability pensions (CRISS) (JULY 1, 
2023) 

S. B. 529 - Allowing businesses to register as limited liability limited 
partnerships (CAPITO) (REGULAR) 

S. B. 597 - Allowing Workforce WV to hire classified service exempt 
employees (PHILLIPS) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2911 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of 
Homeland Security, Division of Administrative Services (CRISS) 
(EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2914 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Governor’s 
Office - Civil Contingent Fund (CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 



H. B. 2927 - Supplementing and amending appropriation to the Department of 
Homeland Security, Division of Corrections and Rehabilitations - 
Correctional Units (CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3040 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of 
Administration, Office of the Secretary (CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM 
PASSAGE) 

H. B. 3065 - Supplementing appropriations to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities - 
Aeronautics Commission (CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

H. B. 3067 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Transportation, Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities - 
Public Transit (CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3074 - Supplementing appropriations to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities 
(CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

H. B. 3108 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Multimodal Transportation Facilities - 
State Rail Authority (CRISS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

FIRST READING 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 267 - Updating law regarding prior authorizations (SUMMERS) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 273 - Relating to allocation of child protective workers in counties based 
upon population of county (SUMMERS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 
[HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
PENDING] 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 476 - Exempting managed care contracts from purchasing requirements 
(SUMMERS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) [HEALTH AND HUMAN 
RESOURCES COMMITTEE AMENDMENT PENDING] 
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THIRD READING 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2075 - To provide a means to classify when medications should be 
continued or stopped for patients (SUMMERS) (REGULAR)  

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2498 - To require medication-assisted treatment programs to have 
written policies concerning community relations (SUMMERS) 
(REGULAR) 

H. B. 3459 - To allow for a best value procurement evaluation for prequalified 
bidders (PHILLIPS) (REGULAR) 

SECOND READING 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 160 - WV Rail Trails Program (HOWELL) (REGULAR) [ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM COMMITTEE AMENDMENT PENDING] 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2017 - Relating to service of process in child abuse cases (CAPITO) 
(REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2196 - To remove opioid treatment programs from requiring a certificate 
of need (SUMMERS) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2471 - Relating to the suspension of driver’s license for unpaid tickets 
(CAPITO) (REGULAR) 

H. B. 2510 - To establish the Rare Earth Element and Critical Mineral 
Investment Tax Credit Act (HOWELL) (EFFECTIVE FROM PASSAGE) 

H. B. 3427 - Relating to consumers sales and service tax and use tax 
exemption for certain goods to be incorporated into a qualified, 
new or expanded warehouse or distribution facility (CRISS) 
(REGULAR) 

H. B. 3430 - To prohibit the bureau from assessing a fee upon local health 
departments (SUMMERS) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3484 - Relating to SNAP benefits (PHILLIPS) (REGULAR) 

H. B. 3487 - Relating to cost-sharing calculations for certain Health Savings 
Account-qualified High Deductible Health Plans (SUMMERS) 
(REGULAR) 

H. B. 3558 - Relating to providing an exception to the provisions of the Uniform 
Common Interest Ownership Act (UCOIA) (HOWELL) (REGULAR) 



FIRST READING 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 121 - Creating Student Journalist Press Freedom Protection Act 
(CAPITO) (REGULAR) 

S. B. 533 - Relating to limitations on motor vehicle used by nonprofit 
cooperative recycling associations (PHILLIPS) (REGULAR) 
[GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE AMENDMENT PENDING] 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 539 - Authorizing state and subdivisions to negotiate price for 
construction when all bids received exceed maximum budget 
(PHILLIPS) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for S. B. 656 - Verifying legal employment status of workers to governmental 
agencies (PHILLIPS) (REGULAR) [GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION 
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT PENDING] 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 2189 - To create the "Protection of Property from Warrantless Searches 
Act.” (CAPITO) (REGULAR) 

Com. Sub. for H. B. 3421 - Recodifying the code to eliminate conflicts (CAPITO) (REGULAR) 
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