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The Senate met at 11:07 a.m. 

(Senator Blair, Mr. President, in the Chair.) 

Prayer was offered by the Reverend Dr. Geoffrey Saunders, Bethel Baptist Church, South 
Charleston, West Virginia. 

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Glenn D. 
Jeffries, a senator from the eighth district. 

Appalachian Children’s Chorus, Charleston, West Virginia, proceeded in the singing of "Stars" 
and "Basin Street Blues", accompanied by Olga Young on the piano. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of Wednesday, March 1, 2023, 

At the request of Senator Hamilton, unanimous consent being granted, the Journal was 
approved and the further reading thereof dispensed with. 

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate then proceeded to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2814—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new article, designated §24-2I-1 and §24-2I-2, all relating to the 
creation of a Hydrogen Power Task Force in West Virginia; providing for a short title; providing for 
the establishment of the task force; providing for membership appointments and management; 
establishing a duty of the task force to study hydrogen-fueled energy in West Virginia; providing 
specific topics of study; providing a reporting requirement; and providing for a sunset date of July 
1, 2024. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining. 



2 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [March 2 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 2878—A Bill to amend and reenact §5A-12-3, §5A-12-6, and §5A-12-9 of 
the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to granting the Fleet Management Division 
oversight authority of the state vehicle fleet; providing an exclusion for law enforcement vehicles 
should such oversight conflict with any law enforcement activities; to delineate telematics as a 
required service for state spending units; removing the requirement to complete vehicle logs in 
telematics connected vehicles; removing exemptions from the Fleet Management Division; and 
only permitting exemptions from telematics for law enforcement. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 2939—A Bill to amend and reenact §8-13-13 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to allowing a municipality to file a lien for unpaid and delinquent refuse 
fees. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 2955—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-13D-1, §16-13D-2, §16-13D-3, §16-
13D-4, §16-13D-5, §16-13D-6, §16-13D-8, §16-13D-9, §16-13D-10, §16-13D-11, §16-13D-12, 
§16-13D-13, §16-13D-14, §16-13D-15, §16-13D-17, and §16-13D-21 of the Code of West 
Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated 
§16-13D-22, all relating to the establishment of water authorities; enabling public agencies to 
cooperate to manage stormwater; authorizing public agencies to create a regional stormwater 
authority; authorizing public agencies to create a regional authority providing any combination of 
services; providing that public agencies may manage stormwater and creating regional authorities 
to manage stormwater, regional water, and wastewater; specifying the required contents of the 
regional authority’s organizational document; requiring the filing of the organizational document; 
providing that public agencies may enter into contracts; requiring the Public Service Commission 
to confirm that all required contract-related documentation has been filed; stating requirements 
for the governing body of a regional authority; granting powers to the governing body of a regional 
authority; stating procedures by which a regional authority may seek a rate increase from the 
Public Service Commission; authorizing the governing body of any regional authority to issue 
revenue bonds; providing for the creation of and payments into a sinking fund; regulating 
management of the sinking fund; creating a statutory mortgage lien upon the stormwater system 
of any regional authority; granting the governing body authority to make provisions for the 
payment of stormwater-system-related bonds; requiring the regional authority to maintain a 
certain working capital reserve; requiring the Public Service Commission to review rate filings by 
regional authorities; granting authorities the right of eminent domain. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Government Organization. 
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A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2992—A Bill to amend and reenact §17C-1-7 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to clarifying and updating school bus rules and the 
types of vehicles covered in this statute. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3018—A Bill to repeal §48-2-103 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; and to amend and reenact §48-2-106 and §48-2-301, all related to 
establishing that 18 is the age of consent; removing the ability of an underage person to obtain 
consent to marry through their parents, legal guardians, or by petition to the circuit court; and 
validating a marriage entered into legally prior to the enactment or in another jurisdiction outside 
of the State of West Virginia although one or both of the parties was under the age of consent. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3049—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new article, designated §18B-2D-1, relating to establishing the 
American Campuses Act; prohibiting foreign missions of Foreign Countries of Risk to state higher 
education institutions; prohibiting involvement with any Foreign Government-Sponsored Talent 
Recruitment Program of a Foreign Country of Risk; and setting forth reporting requirements for 
state institutions of higher education. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect July 1, 2023, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3084—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-5-48 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §18-5G-1, §18-5G-2, §18-5G-3, §18-
5G-4, §18-5G-5, §18-5G-7, §18-5G-12 and §18-5G-15 of said code; and to amend and reenact 
§18-9A-15 of said code; all relating to revising provisions related to public charter schools; 
providing public charter school access to funding from School Safety Fund; modifying priorities 
for funds use; requiring rule on process for needs-based funding requests and requiring rules; 
expressing legislative intent on comparable levels of funding for public charter school students; 
authorizing state institution of higher education as applicant; prohibiting imposition of 
requirements on public charter schools choosing to incorporate post-secondary, industry and 
workforce program that are not required of noncharter public schools; authorizing public charter 
schools to include before and after school programs in their education program; excluding public 
charter school programs from regulation as child care facility; authorizing public charter school 
students to participate on the same basis as other public school students in extracurricular athletic 
and academic interscholastic activities sponsored by noncharter public school serving attendance 
area if not sponsored by charter school; emphasizing that charter school determines certification 
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and licensure for teachers and instructional staff employed by it; clarifying public charter schools 
are exempt from state board policies unless otherwise specifically provided; excluding 
requirement that charter school employees be certified or licensed as condition of employment 
and providing that charter school may require employees be certified or licensed as condition of 
employment but is not required to; requiring professional charter school board to consult with 
nationally recognized organizations along with the state board; providing for administering 
required state assessments in virtual setting; requiring state board to establish framework and 
procedures for interaction between public charter schools, public noncharter schools and county 
boards to facilitate cooperation and ensure prompt transfer of records; providing for invoicing of 
certain funding when student transfers from and to certain entities after the beginning of the school 
year; allowing member of charter school governing board to be employee of education service 
provider if services are provided by state institution of higher education; providing conditions for 
charter school governing board to be administrative unit of state institution of higher education 
and authorizing contract; prohibiting sale or other transfer of public facility with clear title and no 
restrictive covenant after public charter school requests usage; authorizing professional charter 
school board to receive and expend gifts, grants and donations to carry out purposes of act, to 
apply for federal funds to implement programs, and to make start-up grants to public charter 
schools; and requiring for state board rule on method for providing increased enrollment funding 
for public charter schools. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3092—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §16-2-18, relating to in-state food service 
permit reciprocity; providing no additional fees; clarifying application procedure and conditions; 
and providing a requirement to review and modernize legislative rules.  

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on Health 
and Human Resources. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3133—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new article, designated §11-13MM-1, §11-13MM-2, §11-13MM-3, 
§11-13MM-4, §11-13MM-5, §11-13MM-6, §11-13MM-7, §11-13MM-8, §11-13MM-9, §11-13MM-
10 and §11-13MM-11, all relating to establishing a road or highway infrastructure improvement 
projects or coal production and processing facilities tax credit for taxpayers subject to the tax 
imposed by West Virginia code §11-13A-3; specifying a short title; specifying legislative findings 
and purpose for new credit; defining terms; specifying the amount of the credit, application of 
credit, and carry forward of unused credit; requiring filing of application for road or highway 
infrastructure improvement project credit as condition precedent to claiming credit, specifying 
procedure for application for certification, contents of application and limitation on maximum 
amount of credits which can be approved; specifying computation of qualified investment in coal 
production and processing facilities; allowing transfer of credits to successors; providing for 
forfeiture of unused tax credits and redetermination of credit allowed; providing penalties for 
failure to maintain records of qualified property; and establishing an effective date. 
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Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3135—A Bill to amend and reenact §6-7-2 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to increasing compensation of designated 
constitutional officers, including for the Governor, Attorney General, Auditor, Secretary of State, 
Commissioner of Agriculture, and State Treasurer, beginning in the calendar year 2025, and for 
each calendar year after that. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3153—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-4C-24 of the Code 
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §29-3E-7 of said code to amend and 
reenact §33-3-14d and §33-3-33 of said code; and to amend and reenact §33-12C-7 of said code, 
all relating to certain taxes and surcharges to benefit certain emergency service providers; 
defining terms; providing method of allocation and distribution for proceeds of fireworks safety fee 
deposited in Fire Protection Fund; increasing surcharge on fire and casualty policies; providing 
method of allocation of policy surcharge; requiring the State Fire Marshal provide certain 
information to the State Treasurer; increasing tax on surplus lines policies; providing method of 
allocation of surplus lines policy tax; and providing requirements for distribution of funds in Fire 
Protection Fund. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

At the request of Senator Plymale, and by unanimous consent, the Senate returned to the 
second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate again proceeded to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 3203—A Bill to amend and reenact §30-40-3, §30-40-4, §30-40-5, §30-40-
9, §30-40-11, §30-40-12, §30-40-13, §30-40-14, §30-40-15, §30-40-16, §30-40-17, §30-40-18, 
§30-40-19, §30-40-20, §30-40-22, §30-40-25, and §30-40-26 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 
as amended; and to repeal §30-40-27 of said code, all relating generally to West Virginia Real 
Estate License Act; amending definitions; permitting a salesperson to designate an entity to 
receive compensation; modifying the applicability of the article; requiring certain fees to be 
deposited into the treasury of the state daily; eliminating requirements for certain information to 
be included on applications for licensure; modifying requirements for an application for a broker’s 
license; providing restrictions on the entities that may be issued a salesperson’s license; clarifying 
and amending requirements for prelicense education; modifying requirements for licensing based 
on licensure in another jurisdiction; modifying continuing education requirements; eliminating 
certain requirements for persons holding a broker’s license; modifying requirements for license 
certificates issued by Real Estate Commission; requiring a licensed broker to reconcile trust 
accounts; eliminating a prohibition on financial institutions that maintain trust accounts from 
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requiring a certain minimum balance; clarifying language related to when commission may refuse 
a license or revoke, suspend, or impose any other sanction against a licensee; modifying the 
procedure for commission to administer complaints; eliminating right of judicial review for a person 
adversely affected by a decision or final order of the commission; clarifying language; clarifying 
language regarding criminal penalties; clarifying language related to suits for collection of 
compensation; requiring licensees to disclose in writing whether the licensee represents the 
seller, the buyer, the seller and the buyer, the landlord, the tenant, or the landlord and the tenant; 
and repealing an outdated section of code governing the duration of existing licenses. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3303—A Bill to amend and reenact §5B-2A-4 and §5B-2A-5 
of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to providing that the Governor appoint 
and set the salary of the director of the office; providing that funding for position and to carry out 
the duties of the office shall be as provided by appropriation of the Legislature; and clarifying and 
providing additional duties, powers, and responsibilities for the Office of Coalfield Community 
Development. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3313—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-1-3ff and §7-1-3kk of 
the Code of West Virginia,1931, as amended; to amend said code by adding thereto a new 
section, designated §7-1-3zz; to amend and reenact §7-1-14 of said code; and to amend and 
reenact §19-19-2 of said code, all relating generally to clarifying the limit of authority of county 
commissions as it relates to regulation of agricultural production operations.  

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3344—A Bill finding and declaring certain claims against the 
state and its agencies to be moral obligations of the state; and directing the Auditor to issue 
warrants for the payment thereof. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3354—A Bill to amend and reenact §8-12-5 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to allowing municipalities to combine operations with 
other municipalities and counties to provide governmental services; removing the regulation of 
keeping gunpowder and other combustibles; and clarifying that a firearm violation is a violation of 
only state law. 
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Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 3371—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-10-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to federal funds for land-grant institutions. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3405—A Bill to amend and reenact §48-27-505 of the Code 
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to changing the time period of a protective order or 
protective language to one year; and allowing a protective order or protective language of longer 
than one year if the family court finds, after hearing, that extraordinary circumstances exist. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 3408—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-8-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §18-9A-25 of said code; to amend and reenact 
§18-31-2, §18-31-3, §18-31-4, §18-31-5, §18-31-6, §18-31-7, §18-31-8, §18-31-9, §18-31-10, 
and §18-31-11 of said code; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated 
§18-31-2a, all relating generally to nonpublic kindergarten, elementary, and secondary school 
education; clarifying that a child exempt from compulsory school attendance is not subject to the 
requirements of the Hope Scholarship Program unless that child is an eligible recipient; removing 
requirement that academic assessments of home school students be submitted to county 
superintendent; clarifying use of "home school student" in code; removing participation in the 
Hope Scholarship Program as a standalone exemption to compulsory school attendance and 
replacing it with an exemption from compulsory school attendance for those who choose to 
participate in an Assembled Instructional Module; setting forth parameters of participation in an 
Assembled Instructional Module; providing that students participating in an Assembled 
Instructional Module, learning pod students and microschool students have the same educational 
rights and privileges as home school students; removing requirement that academic assessments 
of learning pod students and microschool students be submitted to county superintendent; 
establishing the method of calculating the annual Hope Scholarship Program appropriation; 
providing that certain students exempt from compulsory school attendance and participating in 
nonpublic educational programs may participate in the Hope Scholarship Program if other 
eligibility requirements are met; defining terms; establishing eligibility requirements for the Hope 
Scholarship Program; setting forth procedure for notice of Hope Scholarship Program 
participation; requiring county superintendents to enter certain information into the state’s 
educational information system; permitting the State Treasurer to appear by designee at Hope 
Scholarship Board meetings; providing the State Treasurer’s Office with rulemaking authority; 
clarifying that all records containing personally identifying information of a Hope Scholarship 
student, applicant, or parent are confidential and not subject to disclosure pursuant to the West 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act; clarifying qualifying expenses under the Hope Scholarship 
Act; requiring Hope Scholarship students to meet all standardized testing and portfolio 
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requirements for his or her exemption from compulsory school attendance as a condition of 
scholarship renewal; requiring the board to maintain and publish a list of all education service 
providers; authorizing the board to contract with independent auditors to complete Hope 
Scholarship Program audits; clarifying the board’s rulemaking authority with regard to certain 
functions, requiring education service providers to submit required criminal background screening 
results to the board; and clarifying that education service providers may not asses students 
additional tuition or fees based on participation in the Hope Scholarship Program.  

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 3451—A Bill to amend and reenact §6-13-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to updating the veteran preference ratings in state code for state 
employment; providing definitions; and creating an exemption. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3480—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new article, designated §46A-6O-1, §46A-6O-2, and §46A-6O-3, 
all relating to the enactment of the West Virginia Consumer Privacy Act of 2023; providing 
definitions; providing prohibitions on disclosures or sales of certain consumer financial 
information; providing for civil remedies; and providing for enforcement actions of the Attorney 
General. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3482—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new article, designated §5B-2N-1, §5B-2N-2, §5B-2N-3, and §5B-
2N-4; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §22-5-11b; and to amend 
and reenact §22B-1-7 of said code, all relating generally to the Coal Fired Grid Stabilization and 
Security Act of 2023; providing for a short title; making legislative findings and declarations; 
requiring designation of suitable sites for coal electric generation and reporting to the Division of 
Air Quality of the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection and the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission; requiring construction and operating permits for coal electric 
generation facilities, including expedited consideration; and requiring prompt consideration of 
appeals by the Air Quality Board concerning permit issued or denied. 

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 
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Eng. House Bill 3500—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by 
adding thereto a new section, designated §46A-4-114, clarifying that regulated consumer lenders 
may conduct certain activities at locations other than their normal business locations and 
providing certain limitations to that activity. 

Referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 3560—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-25-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to expanding the definitions of "land" and "recreational purposes" to 
include rock climbing, rope related, and bouldering activities and to make certain technical 
corrections. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 3562—A Bill to amend and reenact §15A-12-1, §15A-12-2, §15A-12-3, 
§15A-12-4, §15A-12-5 and §15A-12-7 of the Code of West Virginia,1931, as amended, all 
generally relating to clarifying security clearance and/or non-disclosure agreement requirements, 
the duties, functions, reporting requirements, prohibitions and restrictions applicable to the West 
Virginia Fusion Center and to add certain criminal penalties for violations of prohibitions and 
restrictions applicable to the West Virginia Fusion Center. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The Senate proceeded to the fourth order of business. 

Senator Woodrum, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2760, To allow CPR fire fighters to drive ambulances when 
both attendants are needed to administer patient care. 

And has amended same. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3114, Deny severance pay to employees of DOT for failure 
or refusal of drug testing. 

And has amended same. 

And, 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3450, Relating generally to racetrack video lottery and the 
Licensed Racetrack Modernization Fund. 
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And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Jack David Woodrum, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bills (Eng. Com. 
Sub. for H. B. 2760, 3114, and 3450) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on 
Government Organization were each taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and 
ordered to second reading. 

Senator Grady, from the Committee on Education, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Education has had under consideration 

Eng. House Bill 3396, Supplementing, amending, and increasing existing items of 
appropriation from the State Road Fund to the Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways. 

And reports the same back without recommendation as to passage; but with the 
recommendation that it first be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Amy N. Grady, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Eng. H. B. 3396) 
contained in the foregoing report from the Committee on Education was then referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Senator Woodrum, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2860, To dispose of old AFFF foam accumulated by fire 
departments. 

And, 

Eng. House Bill 3444, Relating to the creation of the West Virginia Semiquincentennial 
Commission and Fund. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

  Jack David Woodrum, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bills (Eng. Com. 
Sub. for H. B. 2860 and Eng. H. B. 3444) contained in the preceding report from the Committee 
on Government Organization were each taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, 
and ordered to second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the eighth order of business. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2587, To reflect that County Sheriffs will be required to include 
a breakdown of the distribution of where a citizens taxes will be paid. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2587) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Eng. House Bill 2607, Clarify that vehicles with a capacity larger than 10 passengers may be 
used to transport students provided that no more than 10 passengers may be transported at one 
time. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 2607) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 
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Eng. House Bill 2611, To remove certain territorial limitations on a banking institution’s ability 
to offer messenger services or mobile banking facilities. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

Senators Trump and Nelson, respectively, requested rulings from the Chair as to whether they 
should be excused from voting under Rule 43 of the Rules of the Senate. 

The Chair replied that any impact on Senators Trump and Nelson would be as members of a 
class of persons and that they would be required to vote. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 2611) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2638, Authorizing certain agencies of the Department of 
Administration to promulgate legislative rules. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2638) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Trump, 
Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 
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So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2638) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2640, Authorizing certain agencies of the Department of 
Environmental Protection to promulgate legislative rules. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2640) passed. 

The following amendment to the title of the bill, from the Committee on the Judiciary, was 
reported by the Clerk and adopted: 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2640—A Bill to amend and reenact §64-3-1 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating generally to authorizing certain agencies of the 
Department of Environmental Protection to promulgate legislative rules; authorizing the rules as 
filed and as modified by the Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee and as amended by the 
Legislature; authorizing the Department of Environmental Protection to promulgate a legislative 
rule relating to standards of performance for new stationary sources; authorizing the Department 
of Environmental Protection to promulgate a legislative rule relating to requirements for operating 
permits; authorizing the Department of Environmental Protection to promulgate a legislative rule 
relating to emission standards for hazardous air pollutants; authorizing the Department of 
Environmental Protection to promulgate a legislative rule relating to control of ozone season 
nitrogen oxides emissions; authorizing the Department of Environmental Protection to promulgate 
a legislative rule relating to quarrying and reclamation; authorizing the Department of 
Environmental Protection to promulgate a legislative rule relating to the Recycling Assistance 
Grant Program; authorizing the Department of Environmental Protection to promulgate a 
legislative rule relating to the Reclamation of Abandoned and Dilapidated Properties Grant 
Program; and authorizing the Secretary’s Office of the Department of Environmental Protection 
to promulgate a legislative rule relating to reclamation of solar and wind electricity generation 
facilities.  

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Trump, 
Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 
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The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2640) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2648, Authorizing certain agencies and boards of the DHHR 
to promulgate a legislative rule. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over 
one day, retaining its place on the calendar. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2762, Allowing variance in state fire code for certain buildings 
used solely for emergency equipment storage. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2762) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Eng. House Bill 2899, Repealing two sections of code relating to gas utility rates. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 2899) passed with its title. 
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Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Eng. House Bill 3199, Relating to removing the requirement that an ectopic pregnancy be 
reported. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on yesterday, 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023, for amendments to be received on third reading, was reported by 
the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was referred to 
the Committee on Rules with the right to amend on third reading remaining in effect. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3210, Relating to the performance of installation of propane 
gas systems. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3210) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

Eng. House Bill 3215, Relating to land use. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Stover—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. H. B. 3215) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the ninth order of business. 
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Eng. House Bill 2309, To require the Division of Forestry to create an online renewal process 
no later than July 1, 2023. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 2597, Amending performance evaluations of professional personnel. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2605, Relating to Good Samaritan law. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

The following amendment to the bill, from the Committee on the Judiciary, was reported by 
the Clerk: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:  

ARTICLE 7. ACTIONS FOR INJURIES. 

§55-7-15. Aid to victim of accident, and victim of crime, emergency, or disaster; immunity 
from civil liability, definitions. 

(a) No A person, including, without limitation, a person licensed to practice medicine or 
dentistry trained, licensed, or certified professionals, or that person’s employer who in good faith 
renders or provides emergency care, or assistance at the scene of an accident, or to a victim at 
the scene of a crime emergency, or disaster, voluntarily and without remuneration, shall may not 
be liable for any civil damages as the result of any act or omission at the scene in rendering, or 
providing such emergency care or assistance. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the term "emergency" means any instance where a person 
suffers from a medical condition requiring immediate treatment due to natural causes, accident, 
or crime. 

(c) For purposes of this section, "disaster" has the same meaning as that term is defined in 
§15-5-2 of this code. 

§55-7-17. Aid by trained hazardous substance emergency response services personnel; 
entities, immunity from civil liability; definitions. 

(a) No A person trained in a qualified program of hazardous substance emergency response 
services certified by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to rules promulgated by authority of 
subsection (a), section five-a, article three, chapter twenty-nine of this code or his or her employer, 
who voluntarily and in good faith renders or provides advice, or assistance, equipment, or 
materials at the scene of an actual or threatened accident, emergency, or disaster, discharge of 
any hazardous substance and receives no remuneration for rendering or providing such the 
advice, or assistance, equipment, or materials is not liable for any civil damages as the result of 
any act or omission at the scene in rendering or providing such advice, or assistance, equipment, 
or materials: Provided, That the exemption from liability for civil damages of this section shall be 
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extended to any such person who receives reimbursement for out-of-pocket expenses incurred 
in rendering or providing such the advice, or assistance, equipment, or materials or compensation 
from his or her regular employer for the time period during which he or she was actually engaged 
in rendering or providing such advice, or assistance, equipment, or materials, but is not extended 
to any such that person or his or her employer who by his, or her, or its act or omission caused 
or contributed to the cause of such the actual or threatened discharge of any hazardous substance 
accident, emergency, or disaster. 

For the purposes of this section, "hazardous substance" means any "hazardous substance" 
as defined in chapter eighty-eight, Acts of the Legislature, regular session, one thousand nine 
hundred eighty-five; any "chemical substances and materials" listed in the rules promulgated by 
the commissioner of labor pursuant to section eighteen, article three, chapter twenty-one, of this 
code; and any "hazardous waste" as defined in section three, article eighteen, chapter twenty-
two of this code. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the term "emergency" includes, without limitation, any 
instance where a person suffers from a medical condition requiring immediate treatment due to 
natural causes, accident, or crime. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term "disaster" has the same meaning as that term is 
defined in §15-5-2 of this code. 

(d) For purposes of this section, the term "emergency services" means any mine rescue 
response services, hazardous substance response services, chemical substance and materials 
response services, hazardous waste response services and further has the meaning as the term 
is defined in §15-5-2 of the code. 

On motion of Senator Trump, the following amendments to the Judiciary committee 
amendment to the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2605) were reported by the Clerk, considered 
simultaneously, and adopted: 

On page 1, section 15, line 2, by striking out the words "that person’s employer" and inserting 
in lieu thereof the words "an entity"; 

On page 1, section 17, lines 14 and 15, by striking out the words "his or her employer" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "an entity"; 

On page 2, section 17, line 25, by striking out "his or her employer" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "an entity"; 

And, 

On page 2, section 17, line 38, after the word "code", by inserting the words "and temporally 
includes the imminent threat of disaster as well as its occurrence." 

The question now being on the adoption of the Judiciary committee amendment to the bill, as 
amended, the same was put and prevailed. 

The bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2605), as amended, was then ordered to third reading. 
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Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2757, Relating to expanding institutional eligibility for the WV 
Invests Grant Program. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 2839, Making a technical correction regarding an incorrect fund name and 
clarifying applicability to mine lands governed by SMCRA and the Abandoned Mine Lands Act. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2900, Relating to the Deputy Sheriff Retirement System. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was rereferred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3013, Relating to authorizing the Jefferson County 
Commission to levy a special district excise tax. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, further consideration of the bill 
was deferred until the conclusion of bills on today’s first reading calendar. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3364, Requiring the closure of certain municipal policemen’s 
and firemen’s pension and relief funds as condition of issuance of pension funding revenue bonds. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3391, Establishing filing deadlines for appeals of property tax valuations and 
issues involving property tax classification and taxability to the West Virginia Office of Tax 
Appeals. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3519, Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of 
Transportation, Division of Motor Vehicles. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3520, Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of 
Education, State Board of Education – Vocational Division. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 
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Eng. House Bill 3521, Making a supplementary appropriation to the Division of Health – 
Maternal and Child Health. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3522, Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of 
Commerce, Division of Natural Resources – License Fund – Wildlife Resources. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3523, Making a supplementary appropriation to Miscellaneous Boards and 
Commissions, Economic Development Authority. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3527, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Education, School Building Authority. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3528, Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of Health 
and Human Resources, Division of Health – Hospital Services Revenue Account Special Fund 
Capital Improvement, Renovation and Operations. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3547, Increasing the number of personal leave days that county board of 
education employees may use. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to third 
reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the tenth order of business. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2221, Relating to bankruptcy. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3111, Creating Infrastructure Ready Jurisdictions. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was rereferred 
to the Committee on Economic Development. 
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Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3148, Relating to financing municipal policemen’s and 
firemen’s pension and relief funds. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3211, Relating to authorizing service credit for unused 
accrued annual or sick leave days for use in determining retirement benefits in the Municipal 
Police Officer and Firefighter Retirement System. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3244, Relating to Municipal Pensions Oversight Board proposing legislative 
rules. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3302, To recognize unborn child as distinct victim in a DUI 
causing death. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3387, Extending the moratorium on the authorization of new convention and 
visitors bureaus for an additional two years. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Eng. House Bill 3556, Uniform Recognition and Enforcement of Canadian Domestic Violence 
Protective Orders Act. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate, including the 
Committee on Rules, 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 11:59 a.m., the Senate recessed until 5 p.m. today. 

The Senate reconvened at 5:02 p.m. and resumed business under the tenth order. 

The end of today’s first reading calendar having been reached, the Senate returned to the 
consideration of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3013, Relating to authorizing the Jefferson County 
Commission to levy a special district excise tax. 

Having been read a second time in earlier proceedings today, and now coming up in deferred 
order, was again reported by the Clerk. 
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The following amendment to the bill, from the Committee on Finance, was reported by the 
Clerk and adopted: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

ARTICLE 22. COUNTY ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS. 

§7-22-9. Authorization to levy special district excise tax. 

(a) General. — County commissions have no inherent authority to levy taxes and have only 
that authority expressly granted to them by the Legislature. The Legislature is specifically 
extended, and intends by this article, to exercise certain relevant powers expressed in section 
six-a, article X of the Constitution of this state as follows: (1) The Legislature may appropriate 
state funds for use in matching or maximizing grants-in-aid for public purposes from the United 
States or any department, bureau, commission or agency thereof, or any other source, to any 
county, municipality or other political subdivision of the state, under such circumstances and 
subject to such terms, conditions and restrictions as the Legislature may prescribe by law; and 
(2) the Legislature may impose a state tax or taxes or dedicate a state tax or taxes or any portion 
thereof for the benefit of and use by counties, municipalities or other political subdivisions of the 
state for public purposes, the proceeds of any such imposed or dedicated tax or taxes or portion 
thereof to be distributed to such counties, municipalities or other political subdivisions of the state 
under such circumstances and subject to such terms, conditions and restrictions as the 
Legislature may prescribe. 

Because a special district excise tax would have the effect of diverting, for a specified period 
of years, tax dollars which to the extent, if any, are not essentially incremental to tax dollars 
currently paid into the General Revenue Fund of the state, the Legislature finds that in order to 
substantially ensure that such special district excise taxes will not adversely impact the current 
level of the General Revenue Fund of the state, it is necessary for the Legislature to separately 
consider and act upon each and every economic development district which is proposed, 
including the unique characteristics of location, current condition and activity of and within the 
area included in such proposed economic opportunity development district and that for such 
reasons a statute more general in ultimate application is not feasible for accomplishment of the 
intention and purpose of the Legislature in enacting this article. Therefore, no economic 
opportunity development district excise tax may be levied by a county commission until after the 
Legislature expressly authorizes the county commission to levy a special district excise tax on 
sales of tangible personal property and services made within district boundaries approved by the 
Legislature. 

(b) Authorizations. — The Legislature authorizes the following county commissions to levy 
special district excise taxes on sales of tangible personal property and services made from 
business locations in the following economic opportunity development districts: 

(1) The Ohio County Commission may levy a special district excise tax for the benefit of the 
Fort Henry Economic Opportunity Development District which comprises five hundred contiguous 
acres of land. Notwithstanding the time limitations provisions of subdivision (2), subsection (a), 
section fifteen of this article, the Fort Henry Economic Opportunity Development District shall not 
be abolished under subdivision (2), subsection (a), section fifteen of this article until the year 2044, 
unless sooner abolished and terminated in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (1), 
subsection (a), section fifteen of this article or any other provision of this code, or sooner abolished 
for any other reason: Provided, That on December 31, 2044, the provisions of subdivision (2), 
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subsection (a), section fifteen of this article shall apply to abolish the Fort Henry Economic 
Opportunity Development District, if the district has not been abolished prior to that date. 

(2) The Harrison County Commission may levy a special district excise tax for the benefit of 
the Charles Pointe Economic Opportunity Development District which comprises 437 acres of 
land; and. 

(3) The Monongalia County Commission may levy a special district excise tax for the benefit 
of the University Town Centre Economic Opportunity Development District which comprises 
approximately 1,450 contiguous acres of land. Notwithstanding the time limitations provisions of 
§7-22-15(a)(2) of this code, the University Town Centre Economic Opportunity Development 
District shall not be abolished pursuant to §7-22-15(a)(2) of this code until the year 2053, unless 
sooner abolished and terminated in accordance with the provisions of subdivision §7-22-15(a)(1) 
of this code or any other provision of this code, or sooner abolished for any other reason: 
Provided, That on December 31, 2053, the provisions of §7-22-15(a)(2) of this code shall apply 
to abolish the University Town Centre Economic Opportunity Development District, if the district 
has not been abolished prior to that date. 

(4) The Jefferson County Commission may levy a special district excise tax for the benefit of 
the Hill Top House Hotel Economic Opportunity District which comprises approximately 11 
contiguous acres of land: Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the 
contrary: 

(A) The Jefferson County Commission may create the district and levy the special district 
excise tax by order entered of record as provided in §7-22-10 of this code without the approval of 
the executive director of the development office; and 

(B) The Jefferson County Commission may determine the base district tax, the base tax 
revenue amount, the gross annual district tax revenue amount and the estimated net annual 
district tax revenue amount in lieu of that determination by the development office as provided in 
§7-22-7 of this code. For purposes of determining the base tax revenue amount, the Jefferson 
County Commission shall promptly request a certification from the Tax Commissioner of the base 
tax revenue amount and the Tax Commissioner shall provide the certification to the Jefferson 
County Commission within thirty days. 

The bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3013), as amended, was then ordered to third reading. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the Senate returned to 
the fourth order of business. 

Senator Maroney, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2007, Prohibiting certain medical practices. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended; but under 
the original double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael J. Maroney, 
    Chair. 

The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with amendments from the Committee on Health and Human Resources 
pending. 

Senator Grady, from the Committee on Education, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Education has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2346, Declaring a shortage of qualified bus operators and 
allowing retired bus operators to accept employment. 

And, 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3271, Relating to increasing monitoring of special education 
classrooms. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass; but under the 
original double committee references first be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Amy N. Grady, 
    Chair. 

The bills, under the original double committee references, were then referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Senator Grady, from the Committee on Education, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Education has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2380, Relating to School Building Authority. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Amy N. Grady, 
    Chair. 

Senator Trump, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which 
was received: 
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Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2569, Establishing the Motorsport Responsibility Act. 

With amendments from the Committee on Outdoor Recreation pending; 

And has also amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass as last amended by the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles S. Trump IV, 
    Chair. 

Senator Maroney, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2754, Relating to immunizations performed in a pharmacy. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael J. Maroney, 
    Chair. 

Senator Smith, from the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2817, Relating to Public Service Commission jurisdiction over 
alternative fuel for motor vehicles. 

And, 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2870, Correcting a reference relating to siting certificates for 
certain electric generating facilities. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Randy E. Smith, 
    Chair. 

Senator Grady, from the Committee on Education, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 
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Your Committee on Education has had under consideration 

Eng. House Bill 2827, Make public charter schools eligible for Safe Schools Funds. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Amy N. Grady, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Eng. H. B. 2827) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Education was taken up for immediate 
consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Maroney, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2848, Water and Sewer Operator licensing reciprocity. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael J. Maroney, 
    Chair. 

Senator Tarr, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Finance has had under consideration 

Eng. House Bill 2906, Expiring funds to the unappropriated surplus balance in the State 
Fund, General Revenue, from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated balance in 
Lottery Net Profits. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2910, Making a supplementary appropriation to the 
Department of Administration, Public Defender Services. 

Eng. House Bill 2915, Expiring funds to the unappropriated surplus balance in the State 
Fund, General Revenue, from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated balance in 
the State Excess Lottery Revenue Fund. 

Eng. House Bill 3066, Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of 
Education, State Board of Education - State Aid to Schools. 

And, 
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Eng. House Bill 3396, Supplementing, amending, and increasing existing items of 
appropriation from the State Road Fund to the Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Eric J. Tarr, 
    Chair. 

Senator Maroney, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 2917, Relating to allowing retired state employees who meet 
the minimum qualifications necessary, to render post-retirement employment with the Department 
of Health and Human Resources. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael J. Maroney, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. 
for H. B. 2917) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Health and Human 
Resources was taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second 
reading. 

Senator Tarr, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Finance has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3044, Relating to the annual fee for limited video lottery 
terminal permits. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Eric J. Tarr, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. 
for H. B. 3044) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Finance was taken up 
for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 
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Senator Trump, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which 
was received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Eng. House Bill 3188, Relating to the establishment of an alert system for missing cognitively 
impaired persons. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles S. Trump IV, 
    Chair. 

Senator Woodrum, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3265, Remove statutory mandates that the sheriff of a county 
shall serve process or is responsible for cost of service or arrest by another law enforcement 
agency. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Jack David Woodrum, 
    Chair. 

Senator Tarr, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Finance has had under consideration 

Eng. House Bill 3286, Relating to an additional modification decreasing federal taxable 
income. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Eric J. Tarr, 
    Chair. 
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At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Eng. H. B. 3286) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Finance was taken up for immediate 
consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Maroney, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 3337, Prohibiting additional drug and alcohol treatment 
facilities and services in a certain county. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael J. Maroney, 
    Chair. 

Senator Trump, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which 
was received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Eng. House Bill 3448, Relating generally to probation officer field training. 

And has amended same. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles S. Trump IV, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Eng. H. B. 3448) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on the Judiciary was taken up for immediate 
consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the thirteenth order of business. 

The following communication was reported by the Clerk: 
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Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate, including the 
Committee on Rules, 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 5:14 p.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Friday, 
March 3, 2023 , at 11 a.m. 

____________ 

 

 

 



SENATE CALENDAR 
 

Friday, March 03, 2023 
11:00 AM 

 
 

THIRD READING 
 

Eng. H. B. 2309 - To require the Division of Forestry to create an online renewal process no 
later than July 1, 2023 

Eng. H. B. 2597 - Amending performance evaluations of professional personnel 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2605 - Relating to Good Samaritan law - (Com. title amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2648 - Authorizing certain agencies and boards of the DHHR to 
promulgate a legislative rule - (Com. title amend. pending) (original similar to 
SB317) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2757 - Relating to expanding institutional eligibility for the WV Invests 
Grant Program 

Eng. H. B. 2839 - Making a technical correction regarding an incorrect fund name and clarifying 
applicability to mine lands governed by SMCRA and the Abandoned Mine Lands 
Act 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3013 - Relating to authorizing the Jefferson County Commission to 
levy a special district excise tax - (Com. title amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3364 - Requiring the closure of certain municipal policemen’s and 
firemen’s pension and relief funds as condition of issuance of pension funding 
revenue bonds 

Eng. H. B. 3391 - Establishing filing deadlines for appeals of property tax valuations and issues 
involving property tax classification and taxability to the West Virginia Office of 
Tax Appeals 

Eng. H. B. 3519 - Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of Transportation, 
Division of Motor Vehicles (original similar to SB703) 

Eng. H. B. 3520 - Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of Education, State 
Board of Education – Vocational Division (original similar to SB704) 

Eng. H. B. 3521 - Making a supplementary appropriation to the Division of Health – Maternal 
and Child Health (original similar to SB705) 

Eng. H. B. 3522 - Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of Commerce, 
Division of Natural Resources – License Fund – Wildlife Resources (original 
similar to SB702). 

Eng. H. B. 3523 - Making a supplementary appropriation to Miscellaneous Boards and 
Commissions, Economic Development Authority (original similar to SB707) 

Eng. H. B. 3527 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of Education, 
School Building Authority 



Eng. H. B. 3528 - Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of Health and 
Human Resources, Division of Health – Hospital Services Revenue Account 
Special Fund Capital Improvement, Renovation and Operations 

Eng. H. B. 3547 - Increasing the number of personal leave days that county board of education 
employees may use 

 
SECOND READING 

 
Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2221 - Relating to bankruptcy - (Com. amend. and title amend. 

pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2760 - To allow CPR fire fighters to drive ambulances when both 
attendants are needed to administer patient care - (Com. amend. pending) 

Eng. H. B. 2827 - Make public charter schools eligible for Safe Schools Funds 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2860 - To dispose of old AFFF foam accumulated by fire departments 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2917 - Relating to allowing retired state employees who meet the 
minimum qualifications necessary, to render post-retirement employment with the 
Department of Health and Human Resources 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3044 - Relating to the annual fee for limited video lottery terminal 
permits 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3114 - Deny severance pay to employees of DOT for failure or refusal 
of drug testing - (Com. amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3148 - Relating to financing municipal policemen’s and firemen’s 
pension and relief funds 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3211 - Relating to authorizing service credit for unused accrued 
annual or sick leave days for use in determining retirement benefits in the 
Municipal Police Officer and Firefighter Retirement System 

Eng. H. B. 3244 - Relating to Municipal Pensions Oversight Board proposing legislative rules 

Eng. H. B. 3286 - Relating to an additional modification decreasing federal taxable income - 
(Com. amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3302 - To recognize unborn child as distinct victim in a DUI causing 
death - (Com. amend. and title amend. pending) 

Eng. H. B. 3387 - Extending the moratorium on the authorization of new convention and visitors 
bureaus for an additional two years  

Eng. H. B. 3444 - Relating to the creation of the West Virginia Semiquincentennial Commission 
and Fund 

Eng. H. B. 3448 - Relating generally to probation officer field training - (Com. amend. and title 
amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3450 - Relating generally to racetrack video lottery and the Licensed 
Racetrack Modernization Fund - (Com. title amend. pending) (original similar to 
SB636) 



Eng. H. B. 3556 - Uniform Recognition and Enforcement of Canadian Domestic Violence 
Protective Orders Act - (Com. amend. and title amend. pending) 

 
FIRST READING 

 
Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2380 - Relating to School Building Authority - (Com. amend. and title 

amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2569 - Establishing the Motorsport Responsibility Act - (Com. amend. 
and title amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2754 - Relating to immunizations performed in a pharmacy 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2817 - Relating to Public Service Commission jurisdiction over 
alternative fuel for motor vehicles 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2848 - Water and Sewer Operator licensing reciprocity 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2870 - Correcting a reference relating to siting certificates for certain 
electric generating facilities 

Eng. H. B. 2906 - Expiring funds to the unappropriated surplus balance in the State Fund, 
General Revenue, from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated 
balance in Lottery Net Profits (original similar to SB500) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 2910 - Making a supplementary appropriation to the Department of 
Administration, Public Defender Services (original similar to SB501) 

Eng. H. B. 2915 - Expiring funds to the unappropriated surplus balance in the State Fund, 
General Revenue,  from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated 
balance in the State Excess Lottery Revenue Fund (original similar to SB499) 

Eng. H. B. 3066 - Supplementing and amending appropriations to the Department of Education, 
State Board of Education - State Aid to Schools (original similar to SB502) 

Eng. H. B. 3188 - Relating to the establishment of an alert system for missing cognitively 
impaired persons - (Com. amend. and title amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3265 - Remove statutory mandates that the sheriff of a county shall 
serve process or is responsible for cost of service or arrest by another law 
enforcement agency - (Com. amend. pending) 

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 3337 - Prohibiting additional drug and alcohol treatment facilities and 
services in a certain county  - (Com. amends. pending) 

Eng. H. B. 3396 - Supplementing, amending, and increasing existing items of appropriation from 
the State Road Fund to the Department of Transportation, Division of Highways 
(original similar to SB711) 

 



 ANNOUNCED SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
 Regular Session 2023 
 
 __________ 
 

Monday, February 27, 2023 
 
 9 a.m. Outdoor Recreation (Room 208W) 
 
 10 a.m. Health & Human Resources (Room 451M) 
 
 10:50 a.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 1:15 p.m. Transportation & Infrastructure (Room 451M) 
 
 1 p.m. Military (Room 208W) 
 
 2 p.m. Banking & Insurance (Room 451M) 
 
 2 p.m. Agriculture & Natural Resources (Room 208W) 
 
 3 p.m. Judiciary (Room 208W) 
 
 3:15 p.m. Finance (Room 451M) 
 
 4:50 p.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 
 Tuesday, February 28, 2023 
 
 9 a.m. Education (Room 451M) 
 
 9 a.m. Government Organization (Room 208W) 
 
 10:30 a.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 1 p.m. Health & Human Resources (Room 451M) 
 
 1 p.m. Energy, Industry, & Mining (Room 208W) 
 
 3 p.m. Finance (Room 451M) 
 
 3 p.m. Judiciary (Room 208W) 
 
 4:20 p.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 
 Wednesday, March 1, 2023 
  
 10 a.m. Agriculture & Natural Resources (Room 208W) 



 
 10:50 a.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 1 p.m. Pensions (Room 451M) 
 
 1 p.m. Outdoor Recreation (Room 208W) 
 
 2 p.m. Economic Development (Room 451M) 
 
 1 p.m. School Choice (Room 208W) 
 
 3 p.m. Finance (Room 451M) 
 
 3 p.m. Judiciary (Room 208W) 
 
 4:20 p.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 
 Thursday, March 2, 2023 
 
 9 a.m. Education (Room 451M) 
 
 9 a.m. Government Organization (Room 208W) 
 
 10:50 a.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 1 p.m. Health & Human Resources (Room 451M) 
 
 1 p.m. Energy, Industry, & Mining (Room 208W) 
 
 3 p.m. Finance (Room 451M) 
 
 3 p.m. Judiciary (Room 208W) 
 
 4:50 p.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 
 Friday, March 3, 2023 
 
 9 a.m. Economic Development (Room 451M) 
 
 10 a.m. Transportation & Infrastructure (Room 451M) 
 
 10 a.m. Workforce (Room 208W) 
 
 10:50 a.m. Rules (Room 219M) 
 
 

Saturday, March 4, 2023 
 
 \ a.m. Judiciary (Room 208W) 



 
 


	ARTICLE 7. ACTIONS FOR INJURIES.
	§55-7-15. Aid to victim of accident, and victim of crime, emergency, or disaster; immunity from civil liability, definitions.
	§55-7-17. Aid by trained hazardous substance emergency response services personnel; entities, immunity from civil liability; definitions.

	ARticle 22. county economic opportunity development districts.
	§7-22-9. Authorization to levy special district excise tax.


