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REGULAR SESSION, 2024 

FORTY-SECOND DAY 
____________ 

Charleston, West Virginia, Tuesday, February 20, 2024 

The Senate met at 11 a.m. 

(Senator Blair, Mr. President, in the Chair.) 

Prayer was offered by the Honorable Amy N. Grady, a senator from the fourth district. 

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Michael 
T. Azinger, a senator from the third district. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of Monday, February 19, 2024, 

At the request of Senator Smith, unanimous consent being granted, the Journal was approved 
and the further reading thereof dispensed with. 

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate then proceeded to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the concurrence by that 
body in the passage, to take effect from passage, of 

Eng. Senate Bill 790, Changing reference to Curator of Department of Arts, Culture, and 
History to Cabinet Secretary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 4297—A Bill to amend and reenact §15A-3-10 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; relating to recognizing the law-enforcement powers of correctional officers 
employed by the Division of Corrections and Rehabilitation; providing that such officers are not 
subject to certain certification requirements; authorizing the commissioner to consult with the Law 
Enforcement Professional Standards Subcommittee with regard to training; clarifying powers of 
arrest; and clarifying application of the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety act to eligible 
employees.  
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4640—A Bill to amend and reenact §29-22A-10d and §29-
22A-10e of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend and reenact §29-22C-
27a of said code, all relating to changes in distribution of racetrack video lottery net terminal 
income, racetrack video lottery excess net terminal income, and lottery racetrack table games 
adjusted gross receipts; restoring distributions to purse funds and development funds that have 
previously been redirected since 2014; and removing obsolete provisions. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 4654—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-8A-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to removing bona fide schools, public libraries, and museums from 
the list of exemptions from criminal liability relating to distribution and display to minor of obscene 
matter; and creating criminal penalties. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4807—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §46A-6-111, relating to establishing 
limitations on billing practices of Internet or telecommunications providers that fail to provide 
subscribed customers service for five or more days (120 hours); requiring providers to 
automatically credit the customer's account for the lack of service proportional to the number of 
days disrupted services providers relating to customer outages; requiring credits to accounts; 
Attorney General to enforce; establishing civil penalties; and providing for a private right of action 
in limited circumstances. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4809—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new article, designated §35-1B-1, §35-1B-2, §35-1B-3, §35-1B-4, 
§35-1B-5, and §35-1B-6, all relating to creating the Health Care Sharing Ministries Freedom to 
Share Act; exempting a health care sharing ministry from the state's insurance laws; providing 
definitions; setting forth requirements for health care sharing ministries to qualify for; providing 
that membership in a health care sharing ministry satisfies a requirement to have health care 
insurance by a public institution of higher education; and providing that a health care sharing 
ministry is not a third-party payer for any purposes. 
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At the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, reference of the bill to a 
committee was dispensed with. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4850—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-1C-10 of the Code 
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to the valuation of industrial property and natural 
resources property by the Tax Commissioner; removing a sunset provision concerning valuation 
of property producing oil, natural gas, and natural gas liquids; and making technical corrections. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, and by unanimous consent, reference of the bill to a 
committee was dispensed with. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4911—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-1-7 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to raw milk; removing the requirement of a herd share 
agreement; permitting the sale of raw milk; requiring certain information to be provided on the raw 
milk; and limiting liability. 

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources; and then to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4978—A Bill to repeal §5-14-1, §5-14-2, §5-14-3, §5-14-4, 
§5-14-5, §5-14-6, §5-14-7, §5-14-8, §5-14-9, §5-14-10 and §5-14-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §15-5A-4 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-1-
5, §16-1-6, §16-1-7, §16-1-8, §16-1-9, §16-1-9a, §16-1-9c, §16-1-15, and §16-1-17 of said code; 
to amend and reenact §16-2-2, §16-2-5, §16-2-11, §16-2-12, and §16-2-13 of said code; to amend 
and reenact §16-2B-3 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-3-1, §16-3-2, §16-3-4 §16-3-4, 
§16-3-5, §16-3-6 and §16-3-12 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-3C-2 and §16-3C-8 of 
said code; to amend and reenact §16-3D-2, §16-3D-3, §16-3D-4, §16-3D-7, and §16-3D-9 of said 
code; to amend and reenact §16-4-21 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-4A-1 of said code; 
to amend and reenact §16-4C-2, §16-4C-3, §16-4C-4, §16-4C-5, §16-4C-6, §16-4C-6a, §16-4C-
6b, §16-4C-8, §16-4C-8a, §16-4C-9, §16-4C-10, §16-4C-12, §16-4C-13, §16-4C-14, §16-4C-15, 
§16-4C-16, §16-4C-20, §16-4C-21, §16-4C-23, and §16-4C-24 of said code; to amend and 
reenact §16-4E-2 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-5-5, §16-5-11, and §16-5-22 of said 
code; to amend and reenact §16-5M-3 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-5U-3 of said code; 
to amend and reenact §16-9-2 and §16-9-3 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-9G-1 of said 
code; to amend said code by adding thereto a new article designated §16-14-1, §16-14-2, §16-
14-3, §16-14-4, §16-14-5, §16-14-6, §16-14-7, §16-14-8, §16-14-9, §16-14-10 and §16-14-11; to 
amend and reenact §16-22-2 and §16-22-3 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-32-11 of said 
code; to amend and reenact §16-38-5 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-40-2, §16-40-4, 
§16-40-5, §16-40-6, §16-40-7, and §16-40-8 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-41-3 of said 
code; to amend and reenact §16-44-2 of said code; to amend and reenact §16-56-4 of said code; 
to amend and reenact §16A-11-1 and §16A-11-2 of said code; to amend and reenact §22B-2-1 
of said code; to amend and reenact §22C-1-4 of said code; to amend and reenact §30-3-4 of said 
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code; to amend and reenact §61-12-3 of said code; and to amend and reenact §61-12A-1 of said 
code, all relating to updating the authority of appointed officials; updating the powers of the 
Secretary of the Department of Health, updating the powers the Commissioner of the Bureau for 
Public Health, updating the powers the state health officer; and organizing agencies under the 
appropriate entity; and removing antiquated provisions.  

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 5013—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-1C-2 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to amending the definition of managed timberland to 
be more inclusive of certain real estate by removing an exception to the program concerning 
subdivisions and planning ordnances; and clarifying the definition of the remaining exception to 
the program concerning property precluded from development.  

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 5294—A Bill to amend and reenact §60-1-5a of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §60-4-3b of said code; to amend and 
reenact §60-6-1 of said code; to amend and reenact §60-8-2, §60-8-3, §60-8-6c, and §60-8-32a 
of said code; to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §60-8-8; and to 
amend and reenact §60-8A-5 of said code, all relating to revising and updating the code regulating 
farm wineries in West Virginia to allow the state's farm winery industry to be more competitive 
with farm wineries in adjacent states; creating new classes of farm winery based on volume of 
production; requiring that certain class-dependent percentages of fruit and agricultural products 
must be grown or produced on the farm winery and providing for exceptions and alternative ways 
of meeting these sourcing requirements; limiting certain county and local regulation of farm 
wineries; eliminating the requirement that farm winery samples be complimentary; revising 
allowable sample amounts; eliminating the requirement that farm wineries selling wine by the 
glass and by the bottle for consumption on the premises be required to also serve prepared food 
and allowing pre-packaged food; revising winery and farm winery licensing; adding definition of 
farm winery; permitting West Virginia Farm Wineries with Class A licenses to sell and serve wine 
by the glass and bottle at West Virginia Fairs and Festivals; and removing the requirements that 
prepared food be provided and that samples be complimentary, and allowing for the provision of 
pre-packaged food for hard cider sales at farm wineries, all relating to revising and updating the 
code regulating farm wineries in West Virginia to allow the state's farm winery industry to be more 
competitive with farm wineries in adjacent states. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 5337—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by 
adding thereto a new section, designated §15A-3-19, and to repeal §31-20-26 of said code, all 
relating to establishing the legislative oversight committee of the Division of Corrections and 
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Rehabilitation; clarifying that the legislative oversight committee shall be charged with the 
immediate and ongoing oversight of the Division of Corrections and Rehabilitation's juvenile 
detention facilities and adult correctional facilities; and providing for executive sessions of the 
committee in certain circumstances. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. House Bill 5528—A Bill to amend and reenact §24-2-1o of the Code of West Virginia, 
1931, as amended, relating to the renewable energy facilities program; modifying the allowable 
incremental size increase from 50 to 100 megawatts of generating capacity by regulated utilities 
under the program; and eliminating the sunset provision of the renewable energy facilities 
program. 

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the adoption by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the adoption of 

Com. Sub. for House Concurrent Resolution 6 —Requesting the Division of Highways 
name bridges number 28-077/00-002.95 (SB & NB) (28A113, 28A176), (37.30207, -81.09393) 
locally known as SOUTHBOUND and NORTHBOUND EAST RIVER BRIDGE, carrying IS 77 
over East River NSRR CO 38/5 in Mercer County, the "U.S. Army Staff Sgt. James Ira "Junior" 
Spurrier Memorial Bridge". 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

Executive Communications 

The Clerk presented the following communication from His Excellency, the Governor, 
regarding bills approved by him: 
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The Senate proceeded to the fourth order of business. 

Senator Clements, from the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has had under consideration: 

Senate Bill 583, Relating to employer liability and damages in civil actions involving 
commercial motor vehicles. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 583 (originating in the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure)—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto 
a new sections, designated §55-7-32, relating to employer liability and damages in civil actions 
based upon alleged negligence in the operation of commercial motor vehicles; defining terms; 
establishing monetary caps; and providing exceptions to applicability to established monetary 
caps. 

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass, but under the original double 
committee reference first be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles H. Clements, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Com. Sub. for 
S. B. 583) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure was taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, ordered to second 
reading, and, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Senator Woodrum, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 675, Establishing accreditation deadline for convention and visitors bureaus. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 675 (originating in the Committee on Government Organization)—
A Bill to amend and reenact §7-18-13a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating 
to accreditation of convention and visitors bureaus; providing time extension for certain bureaus 
to become accredited and still be eligible for distribution of hotel occupancy tax proceeds; and 
requiring all bureaus to obtain and maintain accreditation as requirement to receive distribution of 
net proceeds after certain date. 

And, 

Senate Bill 730, Clarifying compensation for county tax collector. 
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And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 730 (originating in the Committee on Government Organization)—
A Bill to amend and reenact §11A-1-17 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating 
to sheriff's commission for collection of taxes. 

With the recommendation that the two committee substitutes do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Jack David Woodrum, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bills (Com. Sub. for 
S. B. 675 and 730) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Government 
Organization were each taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to 
second reading. 

Senator Weld, from the Committee on Military, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Military has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 681, Revising service obligation for certain doctoral medical degree programs. 

And, 

Senate Bill 763, Exempting certain records from public release. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Ryan W. Weld, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bills (S. B. 681 and 
763) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Military were each taken up for 
immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration: 

Senate Bill 685, Continuing and updating Board of Risk and Insurance Management. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 685 (originating in the Committee on Banking and Insurance)—A 
Bill to amend and reenact §29-12-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to 
the creation, composition, qualifications, and compensation of the State Board of Risk and 
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Insurance Management; continuing the board; providing for voting membership of the board; 
providing qualifications of members; providing procedures for appointment of members; providing 
initial appointment terms of members; providing terms of subsequent appointment of members; 
providing procedures for vacancy, expiration of term, and removal of members; providing end 
date for term of members appointed prior to the effective date of the reenactment of this section; 
authorizing reappointment of any qualified member appointed prior to the effective date of the 
reenactment; providing that Insurance Commissioner shall serve as non-voting board secretary; 
and providing for compensation of board members. 

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael T. Azinger, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Com. Sub. for 
S. B. 685) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Banking and Insurance was 
taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Clements, from the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has had under consideration: 

Senate Bill 724, Allowing license plates, road signs, or markers be obtained from alternative 
sources. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 724 (originating in the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure)—A Bill to amend and reenact §15A-4-15 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, relating to allowing license plates, road signs, and markers to be obtained from sources 
other than the Division of Corrections and Rehabilitation. 

And, 

Senate Bill 754, Requiring car dealerships to utilize search engines to determine if buyers 
have valid motor vehicle insurance. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 754 (originating in the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure)—A Bill to amend and reenact §17D-2A-6a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, relating to allowing new and used motor vehicle dealerships in this state to utilize a 
search engine to determine if prospective buyers of vehicles have valid motor vehicle insurance. 

With the recommendation that the two committee substitutes do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles H. Clements, 
    Chair. 
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At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bills (Com. Sub. for 
S. B. 724 and 754) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure were each taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to 
second reading. 

Senator Weld, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 768, Providing exception for sharing of confidential child welfare records. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Ryan W. Weld, 
    Vice Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (S. B. 768) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on the Judiciary was taken up for immediate 
consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Weld, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 773, Expanding powers of National Park Service law-enforcement officers. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 773 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to 
amend and reenact §20-7-1b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to requiring 
the Director of the Division Natural Resources to enter into written agreements with federal 
agencies in the state with law enforcement duties on and in federal lands located within the 
boundaries of West Virginia to enforce state laws therein; establishing the position of special 
natural resource police officers; establishing authority and limitations thereon of special natural 
resource police officers; and setting forth necessary qualifications of the special natural resources 
police officers. 

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Ryan W. Weld, 
    Vice Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Com. Sub. for 
S. B. 773) contained in the preceding report from the Committee on the Judiciary was taken up 
for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 
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Senator Hamilton, from the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 802, Updating consumer credit and protection laws on certain agricultural vehicles 
and equipment. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Bill Hamilton, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (S. B. 802) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources was 
taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Clements, from the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has had under consideration: 

Senate Bill 834, Increasing number of members for Motor Vehicle Dealers Advisory Board. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles H. Clements, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (S. B. 834) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure was 
taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Clements, from the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, submitted the 
following report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has had under consideration: 

Senate Bill 838, Requiring lending institutions to utilize DMV electronic lien system under 
certain circumstances. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Charles H. Clements, 
    Chair. 
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At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (S. B. 838) 
contained in the preceding report from the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure was 
taken up for immediate consideration, read a first time, and ordered to second reading. 

Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration: 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 32 (originating in the Committee on Banking and 
Insurance)—Requesting the Joint Committee on Government and Finance study the potential 
establishment of a state depository for bullion and specie and the creation of transactional 
currency based on gold and silver. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it be adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael T. Azinger, 
    Chair. 

Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration: 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 5057, To raise the threshold for nominal referral fees from 
$25 to $100. 

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael T. Azinger, 
    Chair. 

At the request of Senator Tarr, and by unanimous consent, the Senate returned to the second 
order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate proceeded to the sixth order of business. 

Senator Takubo offered the following resolution: 

Senate Resolution 49—Recognizing the World Scouting Museum. 

Which, under the rules, lies over one day. 

Senators Blair (Mr. President), Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, Deeds, 
Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, Phillips, 
Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Trump, 
Weld, Woelfel, and Woodrum offered the following resolution: 
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Senate Resolution 50—Designating February 21, 2024, as West Virginia History Day at the 
Legislature, and recognizing the work of all the history heroes and the many willing workers in 
hundreds of organizations throughout the state who volunteer hundreds of thousands of hours to 
help educate the public about the Mountain State's unique heritage and who help to preserve the 
past for future generations. 

Which, under the rules, lies over one day. 

The Senate proceeded to the seventh order of business. 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 31, Requesting Joint Committee on Government and 
Finance study benefits associated with increasing paid parental leave for state employees. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Senate Resolution 47, Recognizing week of May 5-11, 2024, as Tardive Dyskinesia 
Awareness Week. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Nelson, unanimous consent being granted, reference of the 
resolution to a committee was dispensed with, and it was taken up for immediate consideration 
and adopted. 

Senate Resolution 48, Recognizing AARP of WV for many contributions provided to enhance 
our state and its people. 

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, reference of the 
resolution to a committee was dispensed with, and it was taken up for immediate consideration 
and adopted. 

The Senate proceeded to the eighth order of business. 

Eng. Senate Bill 574, Supplemental appropriation to DOT, Division of Highways. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 574) passed with its title. 
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Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 574) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 631, Prohibiting municipalities from disconnecting water 
service for nonpayment of stormwater fees. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on February 
15, 2024, for amendments to be received on third reading, was read a third time. 

On motion of Senator Tarr, the following amendment to the bill was reported by the Clerk and 
adopted: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

CHAPTER 16. PUBLIC HEALTH. 

ARTICLE 13. SEWAGE WORKS AND STORMWATER WORKS. 

§16-13-16. Rates for service; deposit required for new customers; forfeiture of deposit; 
reconnecting deposit; tenant's deposit; change or readjustment; hearing; lien and 
recovery; discontinuance of services. 

A governing body has the power and duty, by ordinance, to establish and maintain just and 
equitable rates, fees, or charges for the use of and the service rendered by: 

(a) Sewerage works, to be paid by the owner of each lot, parcel of real estate or building that 
is connected with and uses the works by or through any part of the sewerage system of the 
municipality or that in any way uses or is served by the works; and 

(b) Stormwater works, to be paid by the owner of each lot, parcel of real estate or building that 
in any way uses or is served by the stormwater works or whose property is improved or protected 
by the stormwater works or any user of such stormwater works. 

(c) The governing body may change and readjust the rates, fees, or charges from time to time. 
However, no rates, fees, or charges for stormwater services may be assessed against highways, 
road and drainage easements or stormwater facilities constructed, owned, or operated by the 
West Virginia Division of Highways. 
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(d) All new applicants for service shall indicate to the governing body whether they are an 
owner or tenant with respect to the service location. An entity providing stormwater service shall 
provide a tenant a report of the stormwater fee charged for the entire property and, if appropriate, 
that portion of the fee to be assessed to the tenant. 

(e) (1) The governing body may collect from all new applicants for service a deposit of $50 or 
two twelfths of the average annual usage of the applicant's specific customer class, whichever is 
greater, to secure the payment of service rates, fees, and charges in the event they become 
delinquent as provided in this section. In any case where a deposit is forfeited to pay service 
rates, fees, and charges which were delinquent at the time of disconnection or termination of 
service, service may not be reconnected or reinstated by the governing body until another deposit 
equal to $50 or a sum equal to two twelfths of the average usage for the applicant's specific 
customer class, whichever is greater, is remitted to the governing body. After 12 months of prompt 
payment history, the governing body shall return the deposit to the customer or credit the 
customer's account with interest at a rate as the Public Service Commission may prescribe: 
Provided, That where the customer is a tenant, the governing body is not required to return the 
deposit until the time the tenant discontinues service with the governing body. Whenever any 
rates, fees, rentals, or charges for services or facilities furnished remain unpaid for a period of 20 
days after they become due, the user of the services and facilities provided is delinquent. The 
user is liable until all rates, fees, and charges are fully paid. The governing body may, under 
reasonable rules promulgated by the Public Service Commission, shut off and discontinue water 
services to a delinquent user of sewer facilities 10 days after the sewer services become 
delinquent regardless of whether the governing body utilizes the security deposit to satisfy any 
delinquent payments: Provided, however, That nothing contained within the rules of the Public 
Service Commission may require agents or employees of the governing body to accept payment 
at the customer's premises in lieu of discontinuing service for a delinquent bill. 

(2) The water service for a user may not be shut off or discontinued for the nonpayment of a 
stormwater fee if the stormwater fee is billed separately from the water or sewer fee but, the 
governing body may impose a lien pursuant to subsection (k) of this section. 

(f) The rates, fees, or charges shall be sufficient in each year for the payment of the proper 
and reasonable expense of operation, repair, replacements and maintenance of the works and 
for the payment of the sums herein required to be paid into the sinking fund. Revenues collected 
pursuant to this section shall be considered the revenues of the works. 

(g) No such rates, fees, or charges may be established until after a public hearing, at which 
all the users of the works and owners of property served or to be served thereby and others 
interested shall have an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed rates, fees or charges. 

(h) After introduction of the ordinance fixing the rates, fees or charges, and before the same 
is finally enacted, notice of the hearing, setting forth the proposed schedule of rates, fees or 
charges, shall be given by publication as a Class I legal advertisement in compliance with §59-3-
1 et seq. of this code and the publication area for the publication shall be the municipality. The 
first publication shall be made at least five days before the date fixed in the notice for the hearing. 

(i) After the hearing, which may be adjourned, from time to time, the ordinance establishing 
rates, fees or charges, either as originally introduced or as modified and amended, shall be 
passed and put into effect. A copy of the schedule of the rates, fees, and charges shall be kept 
on file in the office of the board having charge of the operation of the works, and also in the office 
of the clerk of the municipality, and shall be open to inspection by all parties interested. The rates, 
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fees, or charges established for any class of users or property served shall be extended to cover 
any additional premises thereafter served which fall within the same class, without the necessity 
of any hearing or notice. 

(j) Any change or readjustment of the rates, fees, or charges may be made in the same 
manner as the rates, fees, or charges were originally established as hereinbefore provided: 
Provided, That if a change or readjustment be made substantially pro rata, as to all classes of 
service, no hearing or notice shall be required. The aggregate of the rates, fees, or charges shall 
always be sufficient for the expense of operation, repair and maintenance and for the sinking fund 
payments. 

(k) All rates, fees, or charges, if not paid when due, shall constitute a lien upon the premises 
served by the works. If any service rate, fee, or charge is not paid within 20 days after it is due, 
the amount thereof, together with a penalty of 10 percent and a reasonable attorney's fee, may 
be recovered by the board in a civil action in the name of the municipality. The lien may be 
foreclosed against the lot, parcel of land, or building in accordance with the laws relating thereto. 
Where both water and sewer services are furnished by any municipality to any premises, the 
schedule of charges may be billed as a single amount or individually itemized and billed for the 
aggregate thereof. 

(l) Whenever any rates, rentals, fees or charges for services or facilities furnished shall remain 
unpaid for a period of 20 days after they become due, the property and the owner thereof, as well 
as the user of the services and facilities shall be delinquent until such time as all rates, fees, and 
charges are fully paid. When any payment for rates, rentals, fees, or charges becomes delinquent, 
the governing body may use the security deposit to satisfy the delinquent payment. 

(m) The board collecting the rates, fees, or charges shall be obligated under reasonable rules 
to shut off and discontinue both water and sewer services to all delinquent users of water or sewer 
or stormwater facilities and shall not restore either water facilities or sewer facilities to any 
delinquent user of any such facilities until all delinquent rates, fees, or charges for water or sewer 
and stormwater facilities, including reasonable interest and penalty charges, have been paid in 
full, as long as the actions are not contrary to any rules or orders of the Public Service 
Commission: Provided, That nothing contained within the rules of the Public Service Commission 
may be considered to require any agents or employees of the municipality or governing body to 
accept payment at the customer's premises in lieu of discontinuing service for a delinquent bill: 
Provided, however, That nonpayment of a stormwater fee is not grounds to shut off or discontinue 
water services to a user unless the stormwater fee is billed with the water or sewer fee. 

ARTICLE 13A. PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICTS. 

§16-13A-9. Rules; service rates and charges; discontinuance of service; required water 
and sewer connections; lien for delinquent fees. 

(a)(1) The board may make, enact, and enforce all needful rules in connection with the 
acquisition, construction, improvement, extension, management, maintenance, operation, care, 
protection, and the use of any public service properties owned or controlled by the district. The 
board shall establish, in accordance with this article, rates, fees, and charges for the services and 
facilities it furnishes, which shall be sufficient at all times, notwithstanding the provisions of any 
other law or laws, to pay the cost of maintenance, operation, and depreciation of the public service 
properties and principal of and interest on all bonds issued, other obligations incurred under the 
provisions of this article, and all reserve or other payments provided for in the proceedings which 



2024] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 17 

authorized the issuance of any bonds under this article. The schedule of the rates, fees, and 
charges may be based upon: 

(A) The consumption of water or gas on premises connected with the facilities, taking into 
consideration domestic, commercial, industrial, and public use of water and gas; 

(B) The number and kind of fixtures connected with the facilities located on the various 
premises; 

(C) The number of persons served by the facilities; 

(D) Any combination of paragraphs (A), (B), and (C) of this subdivision; or 

(E) Any other basis or classification which the board may determine to be fair and reasonable, 
taking into consideration the location of the premises served and the nature and extent of the 
services and facilities furnished. However, no rates, fees, or charges for stormwater services may 
be assessed against highways, road, and drainage easements or stormwater facilities 
constructed, owned, or operated by the West Virginia Division of Highways. 

(2) The board of a public service district with at least 4,500 customers and annual combined 
gross revenue of $3 million providing water or sewer service separately or in combination may 
make, enact, and enforce all needful rules in connection with the enactment or amendment of 
rates, fees, and charges of the district. At a minimum, these rules shall provide for: 

(A) Adequate prior public notice of the contemplated rates, fees, and charges by causing a 
notice of intent to effect such a change to be provided to the customers of the district for the month 
immediately preceding the month in which the contemplated change is to be considered at a 
hearing by the board. The notice shall include a statement that a change in rates, fees, and 
charges is being considered, the time, date, and location of the hearing of the board at which the 
change will be considered, and that the proposed rates, fees, and charges are on file at the office 
of the district for review during regular business hours. The notice shall be printed on, or mailed 
with, the monthly billing statement, or provided in a separate mailing.  

(B) Adequate prior public notice of the contemplated rates, fees, and charges by causing to 
be published, after the first reading and approval of a resolution of the board considering the 
revised rates, fees, and charges but not less than one week prior to the public hearing of the 
board on the resolution, as a Class I legal advertisement, of the proposed action, in compliance 
with the provisions of §59-3-1 et seq. of this code. The publication area for publication shall be all 
territory served by the district. If the district provides service in more than one county, publication 
shall be made in a newspaper of general circulation in each county that the district provides 
service. 

(C) The public notice of the proposed action shall summarize the current rates, fees, and 
charges and the proposed changes to said rates, fees, and charges; the date, time, and place of 
the public hearing on the resolution approving the revised rates, fees, and charges, and the place 
or places within the district where the proposed resolution approving the revised rates, fees, and 
charges may be inspected by the public. A reasonable number of copies of the proposed 
resolution shall be kept at the place or places and be made available for public inspection. The 
notice shall also advise that interested parties may appear at the public hearing before the board 
and be heard with respect to the proposed revised rates, fees, and charges. 
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(D) The resolution proposing the revised rates, fees, and charges shall be read at two 
meetings of the board with at least two weeks intervening between each meeting. The public 
hearing may be conducted by the board prior to, or at, the meeting at which the resolution is 
considered for adoption on the second reading. 

(E) Rates, fees, and charges approved by resolution of the board shall be forwarded in writing 
to the county commission with the authority to appoint the members of the board. The county 
commission shall publish notice of the proposed revised rates, fees, and charges by a Class I 
legal advertisement in compliance with the provisions of §59-3-1 et seq. of this code. Within 45 
days of receipt of the proposed rates, fees, and charges, the county commission shall take action 
to approve, modify, or reject the proposed rates, fees, and charges, in its sole discretion. If, after 
45 days, the county commission has not taken final action to approve, modify, or reject the 
proposed rates, fees, and charges, as presented to the county commission, the proposed rates, 
fees, and charges shall be effective with no further action by the board or county commission. In 
any event, this 45-day period shall be mandatory unless extended by the official action of both 
the board proposing the rates, fees, and charges, and the appointing county commission. 

(F) Enactment of the proposed or modified rates, fees, and charges shall follow an affirmative 
vote by the county commission and shall be effective no sooner than 45 days following action. 
The 45-day waiting period may be waived by public vote of the county commission only if the 
commission finds and declares the district to be in financial distress such that the 45-day waiting 
period would be detrimental to the ability of the district to deliver continued and compliant public 
services. 

(G) The public service district, or a customer aggrieved by the changed rates or charges who 
presents to the circuit court a petition signed by at least 750 customers or 25 percent of the 
customers served by the public service district, whichever is fewer, when dissatisfied by the 
approval, modification, or rejection by the county commission of the proposed rates, fees, and 
charges under the provisions of this subdivision may file a complaint regarding the rates, fees, 
and charges resulting from the action of, or failure to act by, the county commission in the circuit 
court of the county in which the county commission sits: Provided, That any complaint or petition 
filed hereunder shall be filed within 30 days of the county commission's final action approving, 
modifying, or rejecting the rates, fees, and charges, or the expiration of the 45-day period from 
the receipt by the county commission, in writing, of the rates, fees, and charges approved by 
resolution of the board, without final action by the county commission to approve, modify, or reject 
the rates, fees, and charges, and the circuit court shall resolve the complaint: Provided, however, 
That the rates, fees, and charges so fixed by the county commission, or those adopted by the 
district upon which the county commission failed to act, shall remain in full force and effect, until 
set aside, altered, or amended by the circuit court in an order to be followed in the future. 

(3) Where water, sewer, stormwater, or gas services, or any combination thereof, are all 
furnished to any premises, the schedule of charges may be billed as a single amount for the 
aggregate of the charges. The board shall require all users of services and facilities furnished by 
the district to designate on every application for service whether the applicant is a tenant or an 
owner of the premises to be served. If the applicant is a tenant, he or she shall state the name 
and address of the owner or owners of the premises to be served by the district. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of §24-3-8 of this code to the contrary, all new applicants for service shall deposit 
the greater of a sum equal to two twelfths of the average annual usage of the applicant's specific 
customer class or $50 with the district to secure the payment of service rates, fees, and charges 
in the event they become delinquent as provided in this section. If a district provides both water 
and sewer service, all new applicants for service shall deposit the greater of a sum equal to two 
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twelfths of the average annual usage for water service or $50 and the greater of a sum equal to 
two twelfths of the average annual usage for wastewater service of the applicant's specific 
customer class or $50. In any case where a deposit is forfeited to pay service rates, fees, and 
charges which were delinquent at the time of disconnection or termination of service, no 
reconnection or reinstatement of service may be made by the district until another deposit equal 
to the greater of a sum equal to two twelfths of the average usage for the applicant's specific 
customer class or $50 has been remitted to the district. After 12 months of prompt payment 
history, the district shall return the deposit to the customer or credit the customer's account at a 
rate as the Public Service Commission may prescribe: Provided, That where the customer is a 
tenant, the district is not required to return the deposit until the time the tenant discontinues service 
with the district. Whenever any rates, fees, rentals, or charges for services or facilities furnished 
remain unpaid for a period of 20 days after the same become due and payable, the user of the 
services and facilities provided is delinquent and the user is liable at law until all rates, fees, and 
charges are fully paid. The board may, under reasonable rules promulgated by the Public Service 
Commission, shut off and discontinue water or gas services to all delinquent users of either water 
or gas facilities, or both, 10 days after the water or gas services become delinquent: Provided, 
however, That nothing contained within the rules of the Public Service Commission may be 
considered to require any agents or employees of the board to accept payment at the customer's 
premises in lieu of discontinuing service for a delinquent bill: Provided further, the water service 
for a user may not be shut off or discontinued for the nonpayment of a stormwater fee if the 
stormwater fee is billed separately from the water or sewer fee but, the governing body may 
impose a lien pursuant to subsection (k) of this section. 

(b) If any publicly or privately owned utility, city, incorporated town, other municipal corporation 
or other public service district included within the district owns and operates separate water 
facilities, sewer facilities, or stormwater facilities, and the district owns and operates another kind 
of facility, either water or sewer, or both, as the case may be, then the district and the publicly or 
privately owned utility, city, incorporated town or other municipal corporation, or other public 
service district shall covenant and contract with each other to shut off and discontinue the 
supplying of water service for the nonpayment of sewer or stormwater service fees and charges: 
Provided, That any contracts entered into by a public service district pursuant to this section shall 
be submitted to the Public Service Commission for approval. Any public service district which 
provides water and sewer service, water and stormwater service or water, sewer, and stormwater 
service has the right to terminate water service for delinquency in payment of water or sewer or 
stormwater bills. Where one public service district is providing sewer service and another public 
service district or a municipality included within the boundaries of the sewer or stormwater district 
is providing water service and the district providing sewer or stormwater service experiences a 
delinquency in payment, the district or the municipality included within the boundaries of the sewer 
or stormwater district that is providing water service, upon the request of the district providing 
sewer or stormwater service to the delinquent account, shall terminate its water service to the 
customer having the delinquent sewer or stormwater account: Provided, however, That any 
termination of water service must comply with all rules and orders of the Public Service 
Commission: Provided further, That nothing contained within the rules of the Public Service 
Commission shall be deemed to require any agents or employees of the public service districts 
to accept payment at the customer's premises in lieu of discontinuing service for a delinquent bill: 
And provided further, That the water service for a user may not be shut off or discontinued for the 
nonpayment of a stormwater fee if the stormwater fee is billed separately from the water or sewer 
fee but, the governing body may impose a lien pursuant to subsection (k) of this section. 

(c) Any district furnishing sewer facilities within the district may require or may, by petition to 
the circuit court of the county in which the property is located, compel or may require the Bureau 
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for Public Health to compel all owners, tenants, or occupants of any houses, dwellings, and 
buildings located near any sewer facilities where sewage will flow by gravity or be transported by 
other methods approved by the Bureau for Public Health, including, but not limited to, vacuum 
and pressure systems, approved under the provisions of §16-1-9 of this code, from the houses, 
dwellings, or buildings into the sewer facilities, to connect with and use the sewer facilities and to 
cease the use of all other means for the collection, treatment, and disposal of sewage and waste 
matters from the houses, dwellings, and buildings where there is gravity flow or transportation by 
any other methods approved by the Bureau for Public Health, including, but not limited to, vacuum 
and pressure systems, approved under the provisions of §16-1-9 of this code and the houses, 
dwellings, and buildings can be adequately served by the sewer facilities of the district and it is 
declared that the mandatory use of the sewer facilities provided for in this subsection is necessary 
and essential for the health and welfare of the inhabitants and residents of the districts and of the 
state. If the public service district requires the property owner to connect with the sewer facilities 
even when sewage from dwellings may not flow to the main line by gravity and the property owner 
incurs costs for any changes in the existing dwellings' exterior plumbing in order to connect to the 
main sewer line, the public service district board shall authorize the district to pay all reasonable 
costs for the changes in the exterior plumbing, including, but not limited to, installation, operation, 
maintenance, and purchase of a pump or any other method approved by the Bureau for Public 
Health. Maintenance and operation costs for the extra installation should be reflected in the users 
charge for approval of the Public Service Commission. The circuit court shall adjudicate the merits 
of the petition by summary hearing to be held not later than 30 days after service of petition to the 
appropriate owners, tenants, or occupants. 

(d) Whenever any district has made available sewer facilities to any owner, tenant, or 
occupant of any house, dwelling, or building located near the sewer facility and the engineer for 
the district has certified that the sewer facilities are available to and are adequate to serve the 
owner, tenant, or occupant and sewage will flow by gravity or be transported by other methods 
approved by the Bureau for Public Health from the house, dwelling, or building into the sewer 
facilities, the district may charge, and the owner, tenant, or occupant shall pay, the rates and 
charges for services established under this article only after 30 days' notice of the availability of 
the facilities has been received by the owner, tenant, or occupant. Rates and charges for sewage 
services shall be based upon actual water consumption or the average monthly water 
consumption based upon the owner's, tenant's, or occupant's specific customer class. 

(e) The owner, tenant, or occupant of any real property may be determined and declared to 
be served by a stormwater system only after each of the following conditions is met: (1) The 
district has been designated by the Environmental Protection Agency as an entity to serve a West 
Virginia Separate Storm Sewer System community, as defined in 40 C. F. R. § 122.26; (2) the 
district's authority has been properly expanded to operate and maintain a stormwater system; (3) 
the district has made available a stormwater system where stormwater from the real property 
affects or drains into the stormwater system; and (4) the real property is located in the Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System's designated service area. It is further hereby found, determined, 
and declared that the mandatory use of the stormwater system is necessary and essential for the 
health and welfare of the inhabitants and residents of the district and of the state. The district may 
charge and the owner, tenant, or occupant shall pay the rates, fees, and charges for stormwater 
services established under this article only after 30 days' notice of the availability of the 
stormwater system has been received by the owner. An entity providing stormwater service shall 
provide a tenant a report of the stormwater fee charged for the entire property and, if appropriate, 
that portion of the fee to be assessed to the tenant.  
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(f) All delinquent fees, rates, and charges of the district for either water facilities, sewer 
facilities, gas facilities, or stormwater systems or stormwater management programs are liens on 
the premises served of equal dignity, rank, and priority with the lien on the premises of state, 
county, school, and municipal taxes. Nothing contained within the rules of the Public Service 
Commission may require agents or employees of the public service districts to accept payment 
at the customer's premises in lieu of discontinuing service for a delinquent bill. In addition to the 
other remedies provided in this section, public service districts are granted a deferral of filing fees 
or other fees and costs incidental to the bringing and maintenance of an action in magistrate court 
for the collection of delinquent water, sewer, stormwater, or gas bills. If the district collects the 
delinquent account, plus reasonable costs, from its customer or other responsible party, the 
district shall pay to the magistrate the normal filing fee and reasonable costs which were 
previously deferred. In addition, each public service district may exchange with other public 
service districts a list of delinquent accounts: Provided, That an owner of real property may not 
be held liable for the delinquent rates or charges for services or facilities of a tenant, nor may any 
lien attach to real property for the reason of delinquent rates or charges for services or facilities 
of a tenant of the real property unless the owner has contracted directly with the public service 
district to purchase the services or facilities. 

(g) Anything in this section to the contrary notwithstanding, any establishment, as defined in 
§22-11-3 of this code, now or hereafter operating its own sewage disposal system pursuant to a 
permit issued by the Department of Environmental Protection, as prescribed by §22-11-11 of this 
code, is exempt from the provisions of this section. 

(h) Notwithstanding any code provision to the contrary, a public service district may accept 
payment for all fees and charges due, in the form of a payment by a credit or check card 
transaction or a direct withdrawal from a bank account. The public service district may set a fee 
to be added to each transaction equal to the charge paid by the public service district for use of 
the credit or check card or direct withdrawal by the payor. The amount of the fee shall be disclosed 
to the payor prior to the transaction and no other fees for the use of a credit or check card or direct 
withdrawal may be imposed upon the payor and the whole of the charge or convenience fee shall 
be borne by the payor: Provided, That to the extent a public service district desires to accept 
payments in the forms described in this subsection and does not have access to the equipment 
or receive the services necessary to do so, the public service district shall first obtain three bids 
for services and equipment necessary to affect the forms of transactions described in this 
subsection and use the lowest qualified bid received. Acceptance of a credit or check card or 
direct withdrawal as a form of payment shall comport with the rules and requirements set forth by 
the credit or check card provider or banking institution. 

CHAPTER 24. PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. 

ARTICLE 3. DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF PUBLIC UTILITIES SUBJECT TO REGULATIONS 
OF COMMISSION. 

§24-3-10. Termination of water service for delinquent sewer bills. 

(a) In the event that any publicly or privately owned utility, city, incorporated town, municipal 
corporation, or public service district owns and operates either water facilities or sewer facilities, 
and a privately owned public utility or a public utility that is owned and operated by a homeowners' 
association owns and operates the other kind of facilities, either water or sewer, then the privately 
owned public utility or the homeowners' association may contract with the publicly or privately 
owned utility, city, incorporated town, or public service district which provides the other services 
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to shutoff and discontinue the supplying of water service for the nonpayment of sewer service 
fees and charges. 

(b) Any contracts entered into by a privately owned public utility or by a public utility that is 
owned and operated by a homeowners' association pursuant to this section must be submitted to 
the Public Service Commission for approval. 

(c) Any privately owned public utility or any public utility that is owned and operated by a 
homeowners' association which provides water and sewer service to its customers may terminate 
water service for delinquency in payment of either water or sewer bills. 

(d) Where a privately owned public utility or a public utility that is owned and operated by a 
homeowners' association is providing sewer service and another utility is providing water service, 
and the privately owned public utility or the homeowners' association providing sewer service 
experiences a delinquency in payment, the utility providing water service, upon the request of the 
homeowners' association or the privately owned public utility providing sewer service to the 
delinquent account, shall terminate its water service to the customer having the delinquent sewer 
account. 

(e) Any termination of water service must comply with all rules and orders of the Public Service 
Commission. Nothing contained within the rules of the Public Service Commission shall be 
deemed to require any agents or employees of the water or sewer utility to accept payment at the 
customer's premises in lieu of discontinuing water service for a delinquent water or sewer bill. 

(f) A publicly or privately owned utility, city, incorporated town, municipal corporation, or public 
service district that owns or operates water facilities, or a public utility that is owned and operated 
by a homeowners' association that owns or operates water facilities may not discontinue or shut 
off water service to its customers for delinquency in payment of stormwater fees or charges, nor 
may it contract with any other utility, public or private, to which it provides water service to 
terminate water service to customers of the other utility for delinquency in the payment of 
stormwater services fees and charges unless the stormwater fee is billed simultaneously with the 
water or sewer fee. A utility providing stormwater services is not prohibited by this subsection 
from placing a lien for delinquent stormwater service fees and charges on the premises being 
served. 

The bill, as just amended, was again ordered to engrossment. 

Engrossed Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 631 was then put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 631) passed. 
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On motion of Senator Tarr, the following amendment to the title of the bill was reported by the 
Clerk and adopted: 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 631—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-13-16 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §16-13A-9 of said code; and to amend 
and reenact §24-3-10 of said code, all relating to prohibiting utilities from shutting off a certain 
user's water service for nonpayment of stormwater fees in certain circumstances; prohibiting 
municipal utilities from discontinuing water service to certain users delinquent in stormwater 
services fees and charges but allowing lien on premises served in certain circumstances; 
prohibiting public service districts from discontinuing water service to certain users delinquent in 
stormwater service fees and charges but imposing lien on premises served in certain 
circumstances; and prohibiting privately or publicly owned utility from discontinuing water service, 
or contracting with other utilities to discontinue water service, for delinquency in stormwater 
services fees and charges in certain circumstances but allowing lien on premises served. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 637, Prohibiting public disclosure of personal information on 
internet. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 637) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 649, Clarifying per diem compensation for certain judges 
recalled to service. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  
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So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 649) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 688, Authorizing director of Division of Forestry to contract 
and manage forest land. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on yesterday, 
Monday, February 19, 2024, for amendments to be received on third reading, was reported by 
the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over 
one day, retaining its place on the calendar, with the right to amend on third reading remaining in 
effect. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 690, Establishing WV Agritourism Commission. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on yesterday, 
Monday, February 19, 2024, for amendments to be received on third reading, was reported by 
the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Takubo, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over 
one day, retaining its place on the calendar, with the right to amend on third reading remaining in 
effect. 

Eng. Senate Bill 696, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Homeland Security, Division of Emergency Management. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 696) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 696) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 700, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Miscellaneous Boards 
and Commissions, Hospital Finance Authority. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 700) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 700) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 701, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Education, School Construction Fund. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 
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The nays were: Taylor—1. 

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 701) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Trump, 
Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: Taylor—1. 

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 701) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 703, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Homeland Security, WV State Police. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 703) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  
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So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 703) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 707, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Commerce, Division of Natural Resources. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 707) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 707) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 708, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of 
Agriculture, WV Spay Neuter Assistance Fund. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 708) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 708) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 709, Supplementing and amending appropriations to Department of Arts, 
Culture and History, National Coal Heritage Area Authority. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 709) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 709) takes effect from passage. 
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Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 710, Supplementing and amending appropriations to State Board of 
Education, Aid for Exceptional Children. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 710) passed with its title. 

Senator Takubo moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, Clements, 
Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, Oliverio, 
Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, 
Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 710) takes effect from passage. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 740, Prohibiting digital manipulation of sexually explicit 
content to include minors. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

Pending discussion, 

The question being "Shall Engrossed Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 740 pass?" 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  
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Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 740) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 741, Prohibiting creation, production, distribution or 
possession of artificially generated child pornography. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 741) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

Eng. Senate Bill 752, Authorizing Department of Agriculture to complete certain land 
transfers. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barrett, Boley, Caputo, Chapman, 
Clements, Deeds, Grady, Hamilton, Hunt, Jeffries, Karnes, Maroney, Martin, Maynard, Nelson, 
Oliverio, Phillips, Plymale, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Smith, Stover, Stuart, Swope, Takubo, Tarr, 
Taylor, Trump, Weld, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Blair (Mr. President)—34. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: None.  

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 752) passed with its title. 

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

The Senate proceeded to the ninth order of business. 

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 453, Requiring pricing and payment transparency 
from pharmacy benefits managers contracting with PEIA. 
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On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 494, Uniform Unlawful Restriction in Land Records Act. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 533, Allowing EMS agencies to triage, treat or transport patients 
to alternate destinations. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 630, Defining protections for election officials and election workers. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 667, Creating Physician Assistant Compact. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 683, Amending definition of "alternative fuel" under motor fuel excise tax. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 711, Clarifying that qualified law enforcement from any federal 
agency may enforce state laws under limited circumstances. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 722, Revising examination of records relating to limited video 
lottery. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 727, Revising process for county boards of education to hire 
support staff. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

On motion of Senator Grady, the following amendments to the bill were reported by the Clerk, 
considered simultaneously, and adopted: 

On pages 3 and 4, section 5, lines 44 through 63, by striking out subdivision (2) in its entirety 
and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (2) to read as follows: 
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(2) A faculty senate may establish a process for members to interview or otherwise obtain 
information regarding applicants for classroom teaching, aide, and early childhood classroom 
assistant teacher vacancies that will enable the faculty senate to submit recommendations 
regarding employment to the principal. To facilitate the establishment of a process that is timely, 
effective, consistent among schools and counties, and designed to avoid litigation or grievance, 
the state board shall promulgate a rule pursuant to article three-b, chapter twenty-nine-a §29A-
3B-1 et seq. of this code to implement the provisions of this subdivision. The rule shall require 
that any process established pursuant to this subdivision include the participation and input of 
one service person when information regarding applicants for aide or early childhood classroom 
assistant teacher vacancies is being obtained; that the service person not be a bus driver; that 
the service person be an aide or an early childhood classroom assistant teacher when possible; 
that the service person be employed at the school with the vacancy; and that no service person 
applying for the position be included in the process beyond his or her role as an applicant for the 
position. The rule also may include the following: 

(A) A process or alternative processes that a faculty senate may adopt; 

(B) If determined necessary, a requirement and procedure for training for principals, and 
faculty senate members or their designees, and service personnel who may participate in 
interviews and provisions that may provide for the compensation based on the appropriate daily 
rate of a classroom teacher or of a service person, as applicable, who directly participates in the 
training for periods beyond his or her individual contract; 

(C) Timelines that will assure the timely completion of the recommendation or the forfeiture of 
the right to make a recommendation upon the failure to complete a recommendation within a 
reasonable time; 

(D) The authorization of the faculty senate to delegate the process for making a 
recommendation to a committee of no less than three members of the faculty senate plus one 
service person meeting the requirements of this subdivision when information regarding 
applicants for aide or early childhood classroom assistant teacher vacancies is being obtained; 
and 

(E) Such other provisions as the state board determines are necessary or beneficial for the 
process to be established by the faculty senate.; 

On page 7, section 8b, line 35 after the word "duties", by inserting the words "including the 
participating service person required pursuant to §18-5A-5 of this code"; 

On page 8, section 8b, lines 53 and 54 by striking out the words "recommendation of the 
faculty senate, if any, shall be double weighted" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"recommendation, if any, of the faculty senate with the participation and input of the service 
person required pursuant to §18-5A-5 of this code shall be double weighted"; 

On page 8, section 8b, line 58, after the word "senate" by inserting the words "with the input 
and participation of the service person required pursuant to §18-5A-5 of this code"; 

And, 

On page 8, section 8b, line 63, after the word "teacher" by inserting the words "and service 
person". 
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The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 727), as amended, was then ordered to engrossment and third 
reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 738, Authorizing State Fire Marshal to promulgate emergency 
rules relating to increased fees. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 779, Imposing deadlines for autopsies and autopsy reports. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 785, Allowing Foster Care Ombudsman access to child protective 
records. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Eng. House Bill 4860, Providing that a general education teacher may not be responsible for 
accommodation logs. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

The following amendment to the bill, from the Committee on Education, was reported by the 
Clerk and adopted: 

On pages 2 and 3, section 1c, by striking out all of subdivision (2) and inserting in lieu thereof 
a new subdivision (2), to read as follows: 

(2) Make accommodations and modifications for the student, if needed or identified, to help 
the student succeed in the class or program: Provided, That the general education teacher shall 
utilize the supplementary services documentation sheet on days when accommodations were 
made. All accommodations of the students shall be discussed before placement, and it is the 
responsibility of the general education and special education instructor to monitor the student's 
progress. 

This requirement includes, but is not limited to, teachers of music, musical education, art, 
driver education and other instruction offered.  

The bill (Eng. H. B. 4860), as amended, was then ordered to third reading. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 5295, Authorizing a private outdoor designated area to 
simultaneously host multiple qualified permit holders. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time. 

The following amendment to the bill, from the Committee on the Judiciary, was reported by 
the Clerk and adopted: 

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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CHAPTER 8. MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.  

ARTICLE 12. GENERAL AND SPECIFIC POWERS, DUTIES AND ALLIED RELATIONS OF 
MUNICIPALITIES, GOVERNING BODIES AND MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYEES; SUITS AGAINST MUNICIPALITIES.  

§8-12-26. Authorizing municipalities to create private outdoor designated areas. 

(a) In addition to all other powers and duties conferred by law upon municipalities, 
municipalities are empowered and authorized to pass an ordinance establishing private outdoor 
designated areas as described in §60-7-8g of this code. 

(b) The municipality shall include in the ordinance, at a minimum, all of the following:  

(1) Requirements for the purpose of ensuring compliance with all state and municipal laws, 
and public health and safety within a private outdoor designated area; 

(2) The proposed outdoor designated area or proposed licensed premises shall be indicated 
on a submitted map or survey in sufficient detail to identify the boundaries of the area, subject to 
the limitations in subsection (b) of this section; 

(3) A general statement of the nature and types of qualified permit holders that may operate 
within the proposed outdoor designated area; 

(4) That certain public property that is legally demarcated by the ordinance is within the 
proposed private outdoor designated area and such area is in compliance complies with the 
comprehensive plan or zoning ordinances of the municipality, if the municipality has so adopted, 
for the consumption of liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer; 

(5) The specific boundaries of the private outdoor designated area, including street addresses; 

(6) The number, spacing, and type of signage designating identifying the private outdoor 
designated area; 

(7) The days and hours of operation for the private outdoor designated area which may not 
be greater than, but may be less than authorized by §11-16-1 et seq. and chapter 60 §60-1-1 et 
seq. of this code, but may be less than; 

(8) The estimated number of personnel needed to ensure public safety and efficient operations 
in the private outdoor designated area; 

(9) A sanitation plan that will help maintain the appearance and public health of the private 
outdoor designated area, including the number of restrooms and trash receptacles; 

(10) A requirement that liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer be 
served in non-glass containers, not greater than 18 fluid ounces, approved by the municipality 
and the commissioner as set forth in §60-7-8g of this code; and 

(11) Public health and safety measures, and requirements to meet compliance with current 
health permitting and zoning requirements.  
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(c) The municipality shall provide to the commissioner notice of the approval of the private 
outdoor designated area and identify the qualified permit holders that will be applying for permits 
set forth in §60-7-8g of this code. As set forth in §60-7-2a of this code, a private outdoor 
designated area may simultaneously have multiple qualified permit holders as defined in §60-7-1 
et seq. of the code, and is expressly authorized.  

(d) The municipality shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with its ordinances and 
compliance with all criminal laws associated with the operation of a private outdoor designated 
area. The municipality shall provide the commissioner copies of all non-compliance and violations. 
The commissioner shall ensure all qualified permit holders operate in accordance with 
requirements set forth in §11-16-1 et seq. and chapter 60 of this code. 

(e) The municipality shall have the authority to dissolve a private outdoor designated area by 
ordinance and further may suspend a private outdoor designated area immediately when in the 
interest of public safety. 

CHAPTER 60. STATE CONTROL OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. 

ARTICLE 7. LICENSES TO PRIVATE CLUBS.  

§60-7-2a. Dual licensing permitted; conditions. 

(a) A private coliseum or center may permit a private fair and festival licensee to conduct the 
temporary special event, authorized by that license, within, or on the private coliseum or center 
licensee's licensed premises, in order to create tourism opportunities that will promote brewers, 
resident brewers, wineries, farm wineries, distilleries, mini-distilleries, and micro-distilleries in this 
state.  

(b) A private coliseum or center licensee may host a special event for a private fair and festival 
licensee on the licensee's licensed premises if both licensees are in good standing with the 
commissioner and submit to the commissioner the temporary floorplan revisions of the private 
coliseum or center in which the special event would be held to comprise the special event's lawful 
premises, which shall only include spaces in buildings or rooms of the private coliseum or center's 
licensed premises. By contractual agreement between the private coliseum or center licensee 
and the private fair and festival licensee, the parties shall agree that the private coliseum or center 
maintains control of its licensed premises, but for a set contracted rental time period. The private 
fair and festival licensee shall safely account for the ingress and egress of the stated members 
and guests who will be attending the special event at the licensed premises. During the contracted 
rental time period, the private fair and festival licensee is wholly responsible and liable for the 
proper sale and serving of alcoholic liquors and nonintoxicating beer in the area designated as 
the private fair and festival's temporary floorplan, as set forth in this section. The private fair and 
festival's temporary floorplan shall comprise the private fair and festival's licensed premises for 
the temporary special event, which is authorized for the lawful sale, service, and consumption of 
alcoholic liquors and nonintoxicating beer throughout the private fair and festival's licensed 
premises during this dually licensed temporary special event: Provided, That the private fair and 
festival's licensed premises dually shared and licensed with the private coliseum or center shall:  

(1) Have facilities to prepare and serve food and alcohol;  

(2) Have adequate restrooms and sufficient building facilities for the expected number of 
members and guests attending the event;  
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(3) Comply with all other requirements of its license in this article; and  

(4) Comply with health, fire, safety, and zoning requirements. 

(c) There is no limit on the number of private fair and festivals that may be held at a private 
coliseum or center. 

(d) The ability for a private outdoor designated area as defined in §8-12-26 of the code to 
simultaneously have multiple qualified permit holders as defined in §60-7-1 et seq. of the code, is 
expressly authorized.  

§60-7-8a. Special license for a private fair and festival; licensee fee and application; license 
fee; license subject to provisions of article; exception. 

(a) There is hereby created a special license designated Class S2 private fair and festival 
license for the retail sale of alcoholic liquors and nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft 
beer for on-premises consumption. 

(b) To be eligible for the license authorized by subsection (a) of this section, the private fair, 
and festival, or other event shall:  

(1) Be sponsored, endorsed, or approved by the governing body or its designee of the county 
or municipality in which the private fair, and festival, or other event is located; 

(2) Make application with the commissioner at least 15 days prior to the private fair, festival, 
or other event; 

(3) Pay a nonrefundable non-prorated license fee of $500; and 

(4) Be approved by the commissioner to operate the private fair, festival, or other event. 

(c) A private fair and festival license under this section shall be for a duration of no more than 
10 consecutive days. 

(d) Nonintoxicating beer and nonintoxicating craft beer sold, furnished, tendered, or served 
for on-premises consumption by the private fair and festival pursuant to the license created by 
this section shall be purchased from licensed distributors that service the area in which the private 
fair and festival is held or from a resident brewer acting in a limited capacity as a distributor, all in 
accordance with §11-16-1 et seq. of this code. Sealed containers of nonintoxicating beer or 
nonintoxicating craft beer may be sold for off-premises consumption if the nonintoxicating beer 
and nonintoxicating craft beer is being sold by an authorized brewer or resident brewer, as set 
forth in §11-16-6a(d) of this code, who manufactures the nonintoxicating beer or nonintoxicating 
craft beer in this state. The off-premises consumption sales shall be made pursuant to a written 
agreement between the private fair and festival and an authorized brewer or resident brewer. 
Prior to the start of the private fair or festival, an authorized brewer or resident brewer who agrees 
to offer off-premises consumption sales of their nonintoxicating beer or nonintoxicating craft beer 
from a booth or other facility on the private fair and festival's licensed premises must meet the 
requirements of §11-16-6a(d) of this code. The written agreement with each authorized brewer or 
resident brewer shall account for lawful sales of nonintoxicating beer and nonintoxicating craft 
beer sold for off-premises consumption as set forth in §11-16-1 et seq. of this code. The 
authorized and approved brewer, resident brewer, or its licensed representatives may give or sell 
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approved promotional items to private fair and festival members and guests, but not to the private 
fair and festival's volunteers, independent contractors, or employees. 

(e) Wine or hard cider sold, furnished, tendered, or served for on-premises consumption by 
the private fair and festival pursuant to the license created by this section shall be purchased from 
a licensed wine or hard cider distributor or farm winery in accordance with §60-8-1 et seq. of this 
code and §60-8A-1 et seq. of this code, as applicable. Sealed containers of wine or hard cider 
may be sold for off-premises consumption if the wine or hard cider is being sold by an authorized 
winery or farm winery, as set forth in §60-4-3b(m) and §60-8A-5(c) of this code, who manufactures 
that the wine or hard cider in this state. The off-premises consumption sales shall be made 
pursuant to a written agreement between the private fair and festival and an authorized winery or 
farm winery. An authorized winery or farm winery who agrees to offer their wine or hard cider for 
off-premises consumption sales from a booth or other facility on the private fair and festival's 
licensed premises prior to the start of the private fair or festival shall meet the requirements of 
§60-4-3b(m) and §60-8A-5(c) of this code, as applicable. The written agreement with each 
authorized winery or farm winery shall account for lawful sales of wine or hard cider sold for off-
premises consumption as set forth in §60-8-1 et seq. of this code and §60-8A-1 et seq. of this 
code, as applicable. The authorized and approved winery, farm winery, or its licensed 
representatives may give or sell approved promotional items to private fair and festival members 
and guests, but not to the private fair and festival's volunteers, independent contractors, or 
employees. 

(f) Liquor sold, furnished, tendered, or served for on-premises consumption by the private fair 
and festival pursuant to the license created by this section shall be purchased from a licensed 
retail liquor outlet in the market zone or contiguous market zone where the private fair or festival 
is occurring, all in accordance with §60-3A-1 et seq. of this code. Sealed containers of liquor may 
be sold for off-premises consumption if the liquor is being sold by an authorized distillery, mini-
distillery, or micro-distillery, as set forth in §60-4-3a of this code, who manufactures their liquor in 
this state. Off-premises consumption sales shall comply with §60-3A-17 of this code and §60-4-
3a(c) of this code shall not apply to these sales. The off-premises consumption sales shall be 
made pursuant to a written agreement between the private fair and festival and an authorized 
distillery, mini-distillery, or micro-distillery. An authorized licensed distillery, mini-distillery, or 
micro-distillery who agrees to offer off-premises consumption sales of their manufactured liquor 
from a booth or other facility on the private fair and festival's licensed premises prior to the start 
of the private fair, festival, or other event must meet the requirements as set forth in §60-4-3a of 
this code. The written agreement with each authorized distillery, mini-distillery, or micro-distillery 
shall account for lawful sales of liquor sold for off-premises consumption as set forth in §60-3A-1 
of this code. An authorized and approved distillery, mini-distillery, micro-distillery, or its licensed 
representatives may give or sell approved promotional items to private fair and festival members 
and guests, but not to the private fair and festival's volunteers, independent contractors, or 
employees. 

(g) A licensee authorized by this section may use bona fide employees, volunteers, or, in 
limited circumstances, licensed representatives to sell, furnish, tender, or serve the 
nonintoxicating beer, nonintoxicating craft beer, wine, liquor, or hard cider. 

(h) Licensed representatives of an authorized and approved brewer, resident brewer, beer 
distributor, wine distributor, wine supplier, winery, farm winery, distillery, mini-distillery, micro-
distillery, and liquor broker representatives may attend a private fair and festival and discuss their 
respective products but shall not engage in the selling, furnishing, tendering, or serving of any 
nonintoxicating beer, nonintoxicating craft beer, wine, hard cider, or liquor. However, licensed 
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representatives of a brewer, resident brewer, winery, farm winery, distillery, mini-distillery, or 
micro-distillery that has agreed in writing to conduct sampling and off-premises consumption sales 
of their respective licensee's products at the private fair and festival, may discuss their respective 
products and engage in the limited giving of complimentary samples in accordance with §11-16-
6a (c) and (d), §60-4-3a (a) and (b), and §60-4-3b (b) and (m) of this code; and the selling of 
sealed bottles or cans of their respective nonintoxicating beer, nonintoxicating craft beer, wine, 
hard cider, or liquor products for off-premises consumption. All taxes and fees must be paid on 
lawful sales.  

(i) A license issued under this section and the licensee are subject to all other provisions of 
this article and the rules and orders of the commissioner: Provided, That the commissioner may 
by rule or order allow certain waivers or exceptions with respect to those provisions, rules, or 
orders as the circumstances of each private fair and festival require, including, without limitation, 
the right to revoke or suspend immediately any license issued under this section prior to any 
notice or hearing, notwithstanding §60-7-13a of this code: Provided, however, That under no 
circumstances may the provisions of §60-7-12 of this code be waived or an exception granted 
with respect thereto. 

(j) Dual licensing is permitted for private fairs and festivals pursuant to §60-7-2a of this code, 
including, but not limited to, dual licensing simultaneous to any other qualified permit holders as 
defined in §60-7-1 et seq. of the code. 

(k) A private fair and festival licensee who executes a written agreement with a licensed 
brewer, resident brewer, winery, farm winery, distillery, mini-distillery, micro-distillery, or their 
licensed representatives is jointly liable and responsible for any violations of this article. 

(l) A private fair and festival licensee who executes a written agreement with a licensed 
brewer, resident brewer, winery, farm winery, distillery, mini-distillery, or micro-distillery to conduct 
limited off-premises consumption sales shall not have any pecuniary interest, share, or 
percentage in any sales of sealed nonintoxicating beer, nonintoxicating craft beer, wine, hard 
cider, or liquor.  

(m) A private fair and festival licensee who executes a written agreement with a licensed 
brewer, resident brewer, winery, farm winery, distillery, mini-distillery, or micro-distillery to conduct 
limited off-premises consumption sales may charge them a flat booth rental fee. 

(n) A private fair and festival licensee, licensed brewer, resident brewer, winery, farm winery, 
distillery, mini-distillery, micro-distillery, or their licensed representatives who permits members or 
guests to consume, on the private fair and festival's licensed premises, any nonintoxicating beer, 
nonintoxicating craft beer, wine, hard cider, or liquor, that was purchased as an off-premises 
consumption sale, shall have their respective license immediately suspended, and that conduct 
is grounds for revocation of their license. 

§60-7-8g. Special permit for a qualified permit holder in a private outdoor designated area; 
license fee and application; license subject to provisions of article. 

(a) There is hereby created a special permit designated Class S4 for a qualified permit holder 
operating in a private outdoor designated area approved by a municipality as set forth in §8-12-
26 of this code for the consumption of liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft 
beer for on-premises consumption at a certain public property designated as a private outdoor 
designated area where multiple private club license type licensees who apply and obtain a 
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qualified permit holder permit shall share liability and responsibility. Each qualified permit holder 
may sell, furnish, or serve liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer as 
provided in this section. 

(a) There is hereby created a special permit, designated Class S4, for the sale of liquor, wine, 
nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer in a private outdoor designated area that has 
been approved by a municipality pursuant to §8-12-26 of this code. Each Class S4 permittee may 
sell, furnish, or serve liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer as provided 
in this section. 

(b) Definitions: 

(1) "Private outdoor designated area" means public property that has become a legally 
demarcated area established by a municipal ordinance as set forth in §8-12-26 of this code for 
the consumption of liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer. 

(2) "Qualified permit holder" means the holder of a Class A, Class B, or Class S2 license 
issued under §60-7-1 et seq. of this code issued under this article that elects to operate within a 
private outdoor designated area, and that a Class S4 license pursuant to §60-7-1 et seq. of this 
code. 

(c) To be eligible for the license authorized by subsection (a) of this section, the qualified 
permit holder shall:  

(1) Operate in a private outdoor designated area created by municipal ordinance as set forth 
in §8-12-26 of this code, and provide the commissioner a copy of the certified ordinance from the 
municipality; 

(2) Apply to the commissioner for the special permit prior to operating in an approved private 
outdoor designated area on an application provided by the commissioner; 

(3) Pay a nonrefundable non-prorated annual license fee of $100 to the commissioner;  

(4) Be in compliance with all state and federal laws and be in good standing with the 
commissioner;  

(5) Be approved by the municipality to operate in the private outdoor designated area; 

(6) Provide the days and hours of operation in the private designated area which cannot 
exceed the stated private club hours of operation; 

(7) Provide, in conjunction with the municipality, adequate restroom facilities, whether 
permanent or portable, to serve the members and guests who will be attending the private outdoor 
designated area;  

(8) Provide an executed agreement between all qualified permit holders stating that each 
qualified permit holder is jointly and severally liable for any improper acts or conduct committed 
in the operation of the private outdoor designated area in conjunction with operation of their Class 
A license; 
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(9)(8) Provide a security plan for the private outdoor designated area indicating: All qualified 
permit holders' licensed premises where alcohol will be served in approved non-glass containers; 
all entrances and exits in order to verify members', patrons', and guests' ages, and to assess 
whether a member, patron, or guest is under 21 years of age or intoxicated; and a plan to provide 
for the public health and safety of members, patrons, and guests; 

(10)(9) Provide a floorplan for the private outdoor designated area indicating a legally 
demarcated area that is bounded or utilizes signage to safely account for the ingress and egress 
of members, patrons, and guests who will be within the private outdoor designated area and also 
be permitted to carry liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, and nonintoxicating craft beer on and off 
of the qualified permit holders' licensed premises and within the private outdoor designated area 
when contained in an approved non-glass container. The private outdoor designated area's 
floorplan does comprise a separate licensed premises authorized only for the lawful consumption 
of liquor, wine, nonintoxicating beer, or nonintoxicating craft beer throughout the licensed 
premises when lawfully purchased from a qualified permit holder;  

(11) (10) Meet and be subject to all other private club license type requirements; 

(12) (11) Provide a plan to prevent members, guests, and patrons from bringing, consuming, 
or selling alcohol not in an approved non-glass container in the private outdoor designated area; 
and 

(12) Use an age verification system approved by the commissioner. 

(c) (d) As set forth in §8-12-26 of this code a municipality may, by ordinance, establish a 
private outdoor designated area where the municipality may zone, set requirements, and establish 
conditions for safe operation of private outdoor designated area by qualified permit holders. 

(d) (e) A municipality shall be responsible for the enforcement of any criminal violations 
occurring in a private outdoor designated area and shall report such violations to commissioner 
for a determination of any violation of §11-16-1 et seq. and chapter 60 of this code. 

(e) (f) The commissioner shall enforce any violations of §11-16-1 et seq. and chapter 60 of 
this code committed by qualified permit holders against their permit and their Class A, Class B, 
or Class S2 license. 

(f) (g) A qualified permit holder that is separately authorized for an outdoor dining area or 
sidewalk dining area may continue to operate those areas in conjunction with the private outdoor 
designated area subject to the commissioner's requirements. Notwithstanding any other section 
of the code, a private outdoor designated area is authorized to simultaneously host multiple 
qualified permit holders as defined in §60-7-1 et seq. of the code. 

(g) (h) A licensee permitted under this section is subject to all other provisions of this article 
and the rules and orders of the commissioner: Provided, That the commissioner may, by rule or 
order, allow certain waivers or exceptions with respect to those provisions, rules, or orders as 
required by the circumstances of for the operation of qualified permit holders in each private 
outdoor designated area. The commissioner may revoke or suspend immediately any permit 
issued under this section prior to any notice or hearing, notwithstanding §60-7-13a of this code: 
Provided, however, That under no circumstances may the provisions of §60-7-12 of this code be 
waived or an exception granted with respect thereto. 
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The bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 5295), as amended, was then ordered to third reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the twelfth order of business. 

Remarks were made by Senators Queen and Plymale. 

At the request of Senator Queen, unanimous consent being granted, the Senate stood in 
observance of a moment of silence in recognition of the passing of a staff member at Liberty High 
School who was struck by a vehicle in the school parking lot earlier today. 

At the request of Senator Plymale, and by unanimous consent, the Senate then stood in 
observance of a moment of silence in recognition of the passing of Charles H. McKown, Jr., M.D., 
former Dean of the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 

The Senate proceeded to the thirteenth order of business. 

The following communication was reported by the Clerk: 
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Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senators were 
removed as co-sponsors of the following bills on February 19, 2024: 

Senate Bill 638: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 828: Senator Woodrum; 

Senate Bill 829: Senator Woodrum; 

And, 

Senate Bill 830: Senator Woodrum. 

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senators were added 
as co-sponsors to the following bills and resolutions on February 19, 2024: 

Senate Bill 184: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 673: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 674: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 681: Senators Deeds and Maroney; 

Senate Bill 684: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 692: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 712: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 754: Senator Plymale; 

Senate Bill 756: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 765: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 768: Senators Rucker and Stuart; 

Senate Bill 773: Senator Deeds; 

Senate Bill 799: Senator Woelfel; 

Senate Bill 802: Senator Taylor; 

Senate Bill 821: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 831: Senator Maroney; 

Senate Bill 865: Senators Woelfel and Maroney; 

Senate Bill 867: Senator Rucker; 



2024] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 45 

Senate Bill 870: Senators Taylor, Karnes, and Roberts; 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 30: Senators Taylor and Rucker; 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 31: Senator Woelfel; 

And, 

Senate Resolution 48: Senators Taylor, Woelfel, and Rucker. 

Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate, including the 
Committee on Rules, 

On motion of Senator Takubo, at 12:09 p.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 21, 2024, at 11 a.m. 

____________ 
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