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Charleston, West Virginia, Thursday, February 5, 2026 

The Senate met at 11:21 a.m. 

(Senator Smith, Mr. President, in the Chair.) 

Prayer was offered by the Reverend Eric Rakes, Guyan Freewill Baptist Church, Harts, West 
Virginia. 

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Michael T. 
Azinger, a senator from the third district. 

Pending the reading of the Journal of Wednesday, February 4, 2026, 

At the request of Senator Jeffries, unanimous consent being granted, the Journal was 
approved and the further reading thereof dispensed with. 

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Clerk presented the following communication from a state agency as required by the 
provisions of law: 

Tax Appeals, Office of (§11-10A-7) 

The Senate proceeded to the third order of business. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4004—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended, by adding a new article, designated §5B-2P-1, §5B-2P-2, §5B-2P-3, §5B-2P-4, and 
§5B-2P-5, relating to the creation of the Recharge West Virginia Program; providing for the 
reimbursement of certain employers for certain costs of providing upskilling training to their 
employees; stating the short title; defining terms; establishing the Recharge West Virginia 
Program; requiring the Division of Economic Development to administer the program; providing 
procedures, standards, and requirements to determine which employers are reimbursed; 
prohibiting certain duplicative reimbursement; requiring certain post-reimbursement duties of 
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employers; requiring the Division of Economic Development to promulgate emergency rules; 
authorizing legislative rules; and providing for requirements and protections related to records. 

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body 
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4456—A Bill to amend and reenact §15-10-3 and §15-10-4 
of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to cooperation of law-enforcement 
agencies; providing definitions; and clarifying the authority for cooperation between law 
enforcement agencies and personnel of states bordering this state. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body, 
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of 

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4484—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-3-3 of the Code of 
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to county commissions; authorizing competitive bidding 
as an alternative to public auction process; establishing requirements for competitive bidding; 
authorizing the sale of county- owned real property under certain conditions; and clarifying the 
authority of the county commission to sell, trade in, or lease property. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

The Senate proceeded to the fourth order of business. 

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 30, Allowing 18 to 20-year-olds carry concealed weapon without permit. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 30 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to amend 
and reenact §61-7-6, §61-7-7, and §61-7-8 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and 
to repeal §61-7-3, relating to recognizing the right of persons 18 to 20 years old to carry a 
concealed deadly weapon without first obtaining a license; repealing the crime of carrying a 
deadly weapon without a license for certain persons under 21 years of age; repealing the 
exceptions to prohibitions for persons 18 to 20 years old carrying concealed handguns; clarifying 
that certain persons 18 years of age or older have the right to carry concealed deadly weapons 
without first obtaining a license; clarifying that certain minors may lawfully possess or carry openly 
or concealed a firearm under certain circumstances; and providing for misdemeanor and criminal 
penalties applicable to a minor for conviction of unlawfully possessing or carrying openly or 
concealed a deadly weapon. 

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

  Thomas E. Willis II, 
    Chair. 

Senator Hart, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Agriculture has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 73, Clarifying non-agricultural status of solar farms. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 73 (originating in the Committee on Agriculture)—A Bill to amend 
and reenact §11-1A-10 and §19-19-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to 
solar generation facilities; clarifying that land on which solar generation facilities are operated is 
not farm property for purposes of taxation; and clarifying that solar generation facilities are not 
agricultural operations.  

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass; but under the original double 
committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Craig A. Hart, 
    Chair. 

The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 73), under the original double committee reference, was then 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following 
report, which was received: 

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 413, Creating Transactional Gold and Silver Act. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 413 (originating in the Committee on Banking and Insurance)—A 
Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a new article, designated 
§47-29-1, §47-29-2, §47-29-3, §47-29-4, §47-29-5, and §47-29-6, relating to the Transactional 
Gold and Silver Act; providing legislative findings; defining terms; recognizing bullion as legal 
tender; setting out authority, duties, and responsibilities of the Treasurer; providing for rulemaking; 
creating implementation date and reporting requirements; and exempting certain transactions 
from tax liability.  

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass; but under the original double 
committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance. 



4 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [February 5 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Michael T. Azinger, 
    Chair. 

The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 413), under the original double committee reference, was then 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 473, Creating felony penalties for criminal threats using electronic devices. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 473 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to 
amend and reenact §61-3C-14a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to 
creating felony offense for using electronic communication devices to threaten crimes of violence; 
amending definitions; creating criminal offense for person using an electronic communication 
device to threaten a crime of violence in certain circumstances; describing burden of proof; 
prohibiting use of certain defense; and providing penalties. 

And, 

Senate Bill 478, Second Amendment Reaffirmation and Protection Act. 

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title: 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 478 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to 
amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a new section, designated §61-
7-13, relating to establishing the Second Amendment Reaffirmation and Protection Act; specifying 
legislative purpose; limiting the incorporation of invalid or repealed federal law; creating a trigger 
clause; prohibiting state and local officers from enforcing invalidated or repealed federal firearm 
restrictions; creating a cause of action; and providing for rules of statutory construction. 

With the recommendation that the two committee substitutes do pass. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Thomas E. Willis II, 
    Chair. 

Senator Hart, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted the following report, which was 
received: 

Your Committee on Agriculture has had under consideration 

Senate Bill 693, Classifying forestry equipment for levy purposes. 
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And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass; but under the original 
double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  Craig A. Hart, 
    Chair. 

The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The Senate proceeded to the sixth order of business. 

On motions for leave, severally made, the following bills and joint resolutions were introduced, 
read by their titles, and referred to the appropriate committees: 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 746—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §20-2-43, relating to establishing Class WV resident and Class WVV 
nonresident wildlife view stamps; and authorizing the Department of Natural Resources to 
propose legislative rules for appropriate uses and the cost of the stamps. 

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 747—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-6-19 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to clarifying that there is no restriction on the lawful carrying of a deadly 
weapon, firearm, or pepper spray specifically on sidewalks and streets directly bordering and 
surrounding the State Capitol Complex grounds. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 748—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §18-5-22f, relating to requiring public schools to notify parents when 
dispensing contraceptives to minors; and providing a definition. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

By Senator Barrett: 
Senate Bill 749—A Bill to amend and reenact §7-22-9 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to county economic opportunity development districts; and to authorize the 
Berkeley County Commission to levy a special district excise tax for the benefit of the Berkeley 
County Economic Opportunity Development District. 

Referred to the Committee on Economic Development; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 750—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-10-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to clarifying the responsibility of the Governor to fill a vacancy in the state 
Legislature; providing a process for the selection of three legally qualified persons to fill a vacancy 
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in the office of state Senator or member of the House of Delegates; allowing for virtual candidate 
interviews where more than three candidates apply; clarifying the interview process; and providing 
that a party county chairman appoint a subcommittee to act as vacancy committee where a senate 
or delegate district is wholly within one county. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 751—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-25-3, §19-25-4, §19-25-5, and §19-25-6 

of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating generally to limiting landowner liability 
for injuries to, or caused by, persons entering or going upon land for noncommercial recreational 
purposes, wildlife propagation purposes, military training purposes, law-enforcement training 
purposes, or homeland defense training purposes; clarifying statutory language in light of Mallet 
v. Pickens, 206 W.Va. 145, 522 S.E.2d 436 (1999); defining terms; and making numerous 
technical corrections. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 752—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §17-2-3; and to repeal §7-1-3qq, relating to racing events; authorizing 
Department of Transportation to permit motor vehicle racing events and impose permit fee; 
defining terms; imposing permit issuance requirements; making certain laws inapplicable to racing 
events; and providing for liability and indemnification. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 753—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §17-4-56, relating to establishing the Adopt-A-Road program; specifying 
authority and duties of Division of Highways as to Adopt-A-Road program; defining terms; 
specifying program requirements and potential benefits and funding; providing indemnify and hold 
harmless provision; and allowing participation by counties and municipalities. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator Garcia: 
Senate Bill 754—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §49-2-131, relating to foster care facilities and services; creating the 
Foster Care Facilities Improvement Fund; providing for funding; authorizing Secretary of 
Department of Human Services to administer fund; creating Foster Care Facilities Improvement 
Advisory Committee; authorizing secretary to appoint committee members; providing for 
committee recommendations to secretary for use of funds; authorizing disbursements; providing 
that priority for disbursements shall be given to certain nonprofit organizations providing foster 
care services; providing for other disbursements to foster care facilities and programs; and 
providing for rulemaking. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 
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By Senator Morris: 
Senate Bill 755—A Bill to amend and reenact §5A-3-59 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to removing the requirement that state agencies submit annual progress 
reports on small, women, and minority-owned business procurement to the Department of 
Administration. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Morris: 
Senate Bill 756—A Bill to amend and reenact §5A-3-10b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to extending authority to state spending units to utilize best value 
procurements when they determine that it is advantageous to the state. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senator Morris: 
Senate Bill 757—A Bill to amend and reenact §5-22-1 and §5-22-2 of the Code of West 

Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to government construction contracts; and adding language 
allowing bidders a 10-day grace period to provide valid bid bond documentation after the close of 
the bid to address bonding errors in otherwise qualified bids. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization. 

By Senators Morris, Deeds, Hamilton, Rose, and Taylor: 
Senate Bill 758—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-9A-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended; and to amend the code by adding a new section, designated §18-9A-13, relating to 
defining a reasonable route for school bus travel; providing extra state aid to school districts for 
students enrolled in extremely remote schools; defining "extremely remote school"; stating 
purpose; prohibiting a county board from closing an extremely remote school during any fiscal 
year it is accepting the additional aid for that school; requiring county board submission of certain 
documentation; establishing reporting requirements; and allowing a waiver from any requirement 
to be submitted. 

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Thorne: 
Senate Bill 759—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-2C-1,§19-2C-2, §19-2C-3, §19-2C-3a, 

§19-2C-4, §19-2C-5b, §19-2C-6, §19-2C-6a, §19-2C-7, §19-2C-8, §19-2C-9, and §19-2C-10 of 
the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to auctioneers; providing definitions; 
updating exceptions; requiring fees be established by legislative rule; raising the amount of bond 
an auctioneer must have; removing the board from being authorized to use records for screening 
applicants for licenses; extending how long apprentice auctioneer can perform after license has 
expired; clarifying investigation of complaints; providing board members with compensation; 
clarifying hearing procedure; requiring civil penalties be payable to the Department on Agriculture; 
updating contract terms; and clarifying what is prohibited when advertising or promoting an 
auction. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 
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By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 760—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §21-11B-1, §21-11B-2, and §21-11B-3; and to amend and reenact §30-
42-15, relating to establishing certain rights for purchasers of residential improvements; stating 
legislative purpose; defining terms; mandating contracts for residential improvements contain 
warranty; stating required minimum terms of warranty; setting length of warranty; establishing that 
warranty is cumulative of other warranties; prohibiting exclusion or limitation of express or implied 
warranties; mandating that arbitration proceedings be held within certain distance from location 
of improvements; requiring alternative dispute resolution provisions of contract be prominently 
displayed; and establishing grounds for disciplinary action by Contractor Licensing Board. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Senators Hamilton, Barnhart, Deeds, Garcia, Hart, Morris, Thorne, and Woodrum: 
Senate Bill 761—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §5B-12-1, §5B-12-2, §5B-12-3, §5B-12-4, §5B-12-5, §5B-12-6, §5B-12-
7, and §5B-12-8, relating to in-state production of value-added forest products; providing a 
purpose; providing definitions; establishing how tax credits are applied; clarifying eligibility and 
compliance standards; clarifying rule-making authority; and creating civil penalties. 

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senators Smith (Mr. President) and Woelfel (By Request of the Executive): 
Senate Bill 762—A Bill to amend and reenact §22-36-1, §22-36-3, §22-36-4, §22-36-5, §22C-

1-3, §22C-1-4, §22C-1-5, §22C-1-6a, §22C-1-8, §22C-2-1, §22C-2-3, §22C-2-4, §22C-2-5, §24-
2H-1, §24-2H-3, §24-2H-4, §24-2H-5, §24-2H-6, §24-2H-7, §24-2H-8, §31-15A-1, §31-15A-2, 
§31-15A-3, §31-15A-10, §31-15A-13, and §31-15A-17 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 
amended; and to amend the code by adding eight new sections, designated §22C-1-5a, §24-2H-
3a, §24-2H-3b, §24-2H-3c, §24-2H-4a, §24-2H-7a, §31-15A-3a, and §31-15A-9a, relating to 
comprehensive reform of the state's water infrastructure systems; granting the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection administrative authority over the West Virginia Drinking 
Water Treatment Revolving Fund and the Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund; renaming the 
Infrastructure and Jobs Development Council the Water Development and Infrastructure Council; 
eliminating the Water Development Authority Board and shifting its responsibilities to the Water 
Development and Infrastructure Council; allowing private utilities to be eligible for low-interest 
loans through the Water Development Authority, so long as the issuance of loans to public utilities 
are prioritized; renaming the Distressed and Failing Utilities Improvement Act the Distressed and 
Failing Water and Wastewater Utilities Improvement Act; requiring mandatory reporting to 
municipal governing bodies and county commissions; requiring initial and renewed training for 
municipal governing bodies and county commissions overseeing public water and/or wastewater 
utilities; designating water and wastewater regions across the state; authorizing utilities to enter 
into regional cooperative agreements, which shall include and encourage shared resources, and 
which should afford the participating utilities with benefits, such as relaxed regulatory 
requirements; creating a voluntary Early Intervention Pilot Program which shall afford six to 10 
public water and wastewater utilities with an opportunity to address critical matters before the 
utilities end up on the distressed and failing utilities watch list; modifying the process for placing 
public water and wastewater utilities on the watch list for water and wastewater utilities; 
establishing a mandatory improvement period for public water and wastewater utilities on the 
watch list for distressed and failing utilities; authorizing the Public Service Commission to order 
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utilities which are exempt from being ordered to acquire a distressed or failing utility to enter into 
a memorandum of understanding to ensure that the distressed or failing utility continues to 
properly function while the Public Service Commission identifies an alternative acquiring utility; 
codifying the Consolidation Committee on the Water Development and Infrastructure Council, 
which allows for considering whether voluntary consolidation would improve an infrastructure 
project; establishing new guidelines for the use of state funds, which addresses when a public 
water or wastewater utility seeking funding is in substantial noncompliance with state regulations; 
requiring guidelines for determining when to fund projects that include line extensions, and 
authorizing public water utilities to obtain use contracts with potential new customers before 
obtaining funding; allowing public water and wastewater utilities to seek a waiver of a preliminary 
engineering report prior to obtaining a recommendation to seek funding; requiring the Water 
Development Authority to work with public water and wastewater utilities to rectify any issues 
which may prevent the utility from being eligible for state funding for infrastructure projects; and 
updating definitions in accordance with the changes made throughout. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Chapman: 
Senate Bill 763—A Bill to amend and reenact §49-2-106 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to requiring all children placed into foster care to be screened for human 
trafficking upon entry into the foster care system. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

By Senator Helton: 
Senate Bill 764—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §16-7-1a; and to amend and reenact §16-7-2 and §16-7-4, relating to 
prohibiting certain adulterated products; setting forth legislative findings; setting forth substances 
and ingredients considered adulterated; setting forth effective date; providing that criminal 
penalties do not apply to specific adulterated foods; and providing for civil penalties. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

By Senator Takubo: 
Senate Bill 765—A Bill to amend and reenact §60-3A-17 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to allowing retail liquor outlets to be able to discount stagnant liquor below 
the minimum markup. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Deeds: 
Senate Bill 766—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §11-29-1, §11-29-2, §11-29-3, and §11-29-4, relating to creating the 
Caregiver Tax Credit Act; defining terms; listing the guidelines for implementation; authorizing 
rulemaking for the Department of Revenue; and providing an effective date of January 1, 2028. 
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Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 767—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §16-4G-1, §16-4G-2, §16-4G-3, §16-4G-4, §16-4G-5, §16-4G-6, §16-4G-
7, and §16-4G-8, relating to requiring needs-based assessments of emergency medical services 
departments so that funding may be distributed according to need and not equally across the 
board; providing short title; providing legislative findings; providing definitions; providing process 
for implementation; providing for application of the assessment; providing for reporting and 
legislative oversight; authorizing rulemaking to the Office of Emergency Medical Services; and 
establishing an effective date. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 768—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §17-2F-1, §17-2F-1a, §17-2F-2, §17-2F-3, §17-2F-4, §17-2F-5, §17-2F-
6, §17-2F-7, §17-2F-8, and §17-2F-9, relating to creating the Country Roads Act, which will permit 
counties to request the Division of Highways map all scenic and back roads within the county for 
tourism purposes; establishing an application process for counties; establishing reporting and 
review; providing funding; requiring the creation of an app; and requiring road surface 
classification. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 769—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §22-37-1, §22-37-2, §22-37-3, §22-37-4, §22-37-5, §22-37-6, and §22-
37-7, relating to litter control and environmental cleanup; providing a short title; providing a 
purpose; clarifying the responsibilities of certain state agencies and local authorities; providing 
funding eligibility for counties if certain requirements are met; clarifying litter control officer 
authority in issuing citations and fines; authorizing the State of West Virginia to issue a request 
for proposal; providing responsibilities for contractors; providing funding and implementation; 
requiring annual reports; and providing an effective date. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 770—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §20-20-1, relating to establishing the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Act; establishing a commission; establishing membership of commission; requiring 
commission to identify and designate suitable public lands as Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation 
Areas; establishing commission's duties; creating a fund; and establishing reporting requirements. 

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee 
on Finance. 
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By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 771—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §5A-1-13, relating to establishing a non-denominational chapel within 
the West Virginia Capitol building; and designating the Secretary of the Department of 
Administration with the oversight, maintenance, and operation of the chapel. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator Barrett: 
Senate Bill 772—A Bill finding and declaring certain claims against the state and its agencies 

to be moral obligations of the state; and directing the Auditor to issue warrants for the payment 
thereof. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 773—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-1-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as 

amended, relating to the state public health system; and requiring the Secretary of the Department 
of Health to propose legislative rules to include alpha-gal syndrome on the list of diseases that 
shall be required to be reported to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources. 

By Senators Oliverio, Clements, Rose, and Weld: 
Senate Bill 774—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §16-5V-6g, relating to emergency medical services; allowing certain 
county emergency medical services officers to participate in the Emergency Medical Services 
Retirement System; providing for emergency medical services officers currently participating in 
the Public Employees Retirement System to elect to begin participating in the Emergency Medical 
Services Retirement System; detailing process and timing of emergency medical services officer's 
election to participate in the Emergency Medical Services Retirement System; and allowing 
qualified years of service of certain emergency medical services officers' assets to transfer to the 
Emergency Medical Services Retirement System from the Public Employees Retirement System. 

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 775—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §1-9-1, §1-9-2, §1-9-3, and §1-9-4, relating to prohibiting state 
government entities from promoting or facilitating discussions, policies, programs, or medical 
procedures related to sexual orientation or gender transitioning; defining terms; prohibiting use of 
state funds for such purposes; establishing enforcement mechanisms; and providing for penalties. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 776—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-13A-1a, §24-1-1, and §24-1-3 of the Code 

of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to increasing the oversight and regulatory authority 
of the Public Service Commission over public service districts; and providing for structured 
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guidelines, mandatory auditing, continuing education requirements, regular inspections, and 
funding transparency. 

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Senator M. Maynard: 
Senate Bill 777—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new article, designated §20-20-1, §20-20-2, §20-20-3, §20-20-4, and §20-20-5, relating to 
creating of the Outdoor West Virginians with Disabilities Act; providing for a short title; establishing 
definitions; providing updates to travel management plans and motor vehicle use plans; clarifying 
motor vehicle use maps and designation of certain public land as open, limited, or closed to off-
road vehicles; and clarifying the effect of the article. 

Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senators Rucker, Fuller, Grady, and Hart: 
Senate Bill 778—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-20-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to removing a significant barrier for families and ensuring that students 
receive timely educational support by allowing nurse practitioners and physicians assistants, as 
well as physicians, to certify eligibility for homebound services. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

By Senator Rucker: 
Senate Bill 779—A Bill to amend and reenact §49-2-113 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, 

as amended, relating to exempting two county boards of education that are a part of a child care 
center or facility pilot for school personnel employed by the county from certain licensure, 
approval, certification, and registration-related requirements; requiring the State Superintendent 
of Schools to select for the pilot the first two counties that apply and demonstrate that they are 
financially capable of participating in the pilot; establishing the term of the pilot to be for two years; 
and requiring a report to the Legislative Oversight Commission on Education Accountability at the 
conclusion of the two years. 

Referred to the Committee on Education. 

By Senators Rose, Clements, Martin, and Rucker: 
Senate Bill 780—A Bill to amend and reenact §29-22B-402, §29-22B-702, and §29-22B-706 

of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to advertising by licensed limited video 
lottery retailers and licensed limited video lottery permittees; authorizing rule-making authority of 
the Lottery Commission relating to advertising; and authorizing advertising by licensed limited 
video lottery retailers and licensed limited video lottery permittees to be consistent with other code 
provisions. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Barrett: 
Senate Bill 781—A Bill supplementing and amending the appropriations of public moneys out 

of the Treasury from the balance of moneys remaining as an unappropriated surplus balance in 
the State Fund, General Revenue, to the Governor's Office, Civil Contingent Fund, fund 0105, 
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fiscal year 2026, organization 0100, by adding a new item of appropriation for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2026. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Woelfel: 
Senate Bill 782—A Bill to amend and reenact §50-1-3, §51-1-10a, §51-2-13, §51-2A-6, §51-

9-4, §51-9-6, §51-9-6a, §51-9-6b, and §51-11-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; 
and to repeal §51-9-6c and §51-9-6d, relating to salaries and retirement benefits of judges; 
increasing annual salary of magistrates, justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals, circuit court 
judges, family court judges, and judges of the Intermediate Court of Appeals; suspending 
contribution of courts into judicial retirement system until certain condition met; providing for 
retirees under post-2005 retirement system to be treated as pre-2005 retirement system retirees; 
providing for actuarially reduced pension benefit for judges in certain circumstances; increasing 
surviving spouse plan benefit for certain judges; eliminating limitation on retirement benefit 
increases; and eliminating distinction between certain judges for purposes of calculating surviving 
spouse plan benefits, surviving dependent children plan benefits, and adjusted annual retirement 
benefit. 

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senators Helton and Rose: 
Senate Bill 783—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a 

new section, designated §61-8B-20, relating to providing for a sentence of death or life 
imprisonment for capital felony offense of a sexual battery upon, or in an attempt to commit sexual 
battery, injures the sexual organs of, a person less than 12 years of age. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senators Grady, Morris, and Willis: 
Senate Joint Resolution 17—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of 

West Virginia, amending article x thereof by adding thereto a new section, designated section 1d, 
relating to permitting the Legislature to adopt a law that ends taxation on real property; numbering 
and designating such proposed amendment; and providing a summarized statement of the 
purpose of such proposed amendment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Grady: 
Senate Joint Resolution 18—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of 

West Virginia, amending article X thereof by adding thereto a new section, designated section 1d, 
eliminating taxation on permanent residences of persons over 65; numbering and designating 
such proposed amendment; and providing a summarized statement of the purpose of such 
proposed amendment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

By Senator Phillips: 
Senate Joint Resolution 19—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of 

West Virginia, amending section one, article VII thereof, relating to election of the executive 
department, providing that no person may be elected as, or serve as, Governor, unless that 
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person was born in West Virgina; numbering and designating such proposed amendment; and 
providing a summarized statement of the purpose of such proposed amendment. 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance. 

Senators Clements, Azinger, Barnhart, Chapman, Garcia, Oliverio, Rose, and Weld offered 
the following resolution: 

Senate Resolution 28—Expressing support for the I-68 Energy Manufacturing AI Corridor. 

Which, under the rules, lies over one day. 

Senator Deeds offered the following resolution: 

Senate Resolution 29—Designating February 6, 2026, as Recovery Advocacy Day at the 
Legislature. 

Which, under the rules, lies over one day. 

The Senate proceeded to the eighth order of business. 

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 256, Authorizing DEP to promulgate legislative rules. 

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage. 

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman, 
Charnock, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Helton, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard, Z. 
Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rose, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, 
Weld, Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Clements—1. 

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 256) passed with its title. 

Senator Martin moved that the bill take effect from passage. 

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman, Charnock, 
Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Helton, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard, Z. Maynard, 
Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rose, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld, 
Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—33. 

The nays were: None.  

Absent: Clements—1. 

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the 
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 256) takes effect from passage. 
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Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and 
request concurrence therein. 

The Senate proceeded to the ninth order of business. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 1, Small Business Growth Act. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 440, Increasing penalty for transporting telecommunication 
devices into jails. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 467, Allowing enforcement of Purple Heart parking spaces taken 
by non-Purple Heart recipients. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 490, Approving short-term training programs for eligibility for 
federal Workforce Pell Grants. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 543, Requiring Bureau for Social Services to file legislative rule. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk. 

At the request of Senator Martin, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over one 
day, retaining its place on the calendar. 

Senate Bill 586, Modifying requirements for public water systems. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 615, Requiring persons with illegal immigration status be turned 
over to ICE. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

Senate Bill 622, Extending mine safety technology tax credit. 

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to 
engrossment and third reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the tenth order of business. 
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Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 592, WV Short Line Railroad Modernization Act. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 607, Relating to federally approved project delivery methods for 
airport capital improvement projects. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 625, Relating to responsibility of board of public service district 
that is being dissolved. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 694, Removing county residency requirement for county 
superintendent of schools. 

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second 
reading. 

The Senate proceeded to the eleventh order of business and the introduction of guests. 

The Senate then proceeded to the thirteenth order of business. 

Senator Smith (Mr. President) announced the replacement of Senator Morris as Vice Chair of 
the Committee on Banking and Insurance with Senator Barnhart. 

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senator was removed 
as a co-sponsor of the following bill on February 4, 2026: 

Senate Bill 42: Senator Hart. 

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senators were added 
as co-sponsors to the following bills and resolutions on February 4, 2026: 

Senate Bill 30: Senators Azinger and Taylor; 

Senate Bill 44: Senator Deeds; 

Senate Bill 73: Senator Hart; 

Senate Bill 150: Senator Hart; 

Senate Bill 173: Senator Willis; 

Senate Bill 503: Senator Hart; 

Senate Bill 665: Senator Rucker; 
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Senate Bill 669: Senators Rucker and Willis; 

Senate Bill 693: Senator Hart; 

Senate Bill 716: Senators Smith and Grady; 

Senate Bill 723 Senator Grady; 

Senate Bill 731: Senator Grady; 

Senate Bill 736: Senator Clements; 

Senate Joint Resolution 2: Senator Hart; 

Senate Joint Resolution 9: Senator Smith (Mr. President); 

Senate Joint Resolution 14: Senator Smith (Mr. President); 

Senate Resolution 15: Senator Smith (Mr. President); 

Senate Resolution 26: Senator Smith (Mr. President); 

And, 

Senate Resolution 27: Senator Morris. 

Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate, 

On motion of Senator Martin, at 11:43 a.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Friday, 
February 6, 2026, at 11 a.m. 

____________ 
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