WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

SENATE JOURNAL

EIGHTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION, 2026
TWENTY-NINTH DAY

Charleston, West Virginia, Wednesday, February 11, 2026
The Senate met at 11:10 a.m.
(Senator Smith, Mr. President, in the Chair.)
Prayer was offered by Richard Justice, Retired Pastor from the Global Methodist Church.

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Zack
Maynard, a senator from the seventh district.

Appalachian Children's Chorus from Charleston, West Virginia, proceeded in the singing of
"Mountain Lullaby" and "Take Me Home, Country Roads".

Pending the reading of the Journal of Tuesday, February 10, 2026,

At the request of Senator Taylor, unanimous consent being granted, the Journal was approved
and the further reading thereof dispensed with.

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests.
The Senate then proceeded to the third order of business.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4011—A Bill to amend and reenact §22-15-2 and §22-15-5
the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to facilitating the implementation by DEP
of the certification of mass balance attribution by a third party who certifies recycled content in
products to promote waste reduction practices by facilitating the use of recycled material in the
feedstock for new products; providing definitions of mass balance attribution, recycled material,
recycled plastics, renewable biomass, and renewable chemical; requiring DEP to identify third
party certification systems to be used for waste reduction programs through mass balance
attribution; and providing for rulemaking.

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization.
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A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4053—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, by creating a new article and accompanying sections, designated 15-3G1, §15-3G-2,
§15-3G-3, §15-3G4, §15-3G-5, and §15-3G-6, related to findings and establishing start date of
the Blue Envelope Program; relating to establishing the "blue envelope" program; relating to
establishing standards for storage, retention of information relating to a person's identity; relating
to the prohibiting any person or entity from having the State Police verify any information
contained on the envelope; and providing that No person or entity who in good faith follows and
abides by the provisions of this article is liable for any civil or criminal penalty as the result of any
act or omission in the furtherance thereof unless it is alleged and proven that the information
disclosed was false and disclosed with the knowledge that the information was false.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee
on Health and Human Resources.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4179—A Bill to repeal §19-20-24 of the Code of West Virginia,
1931, as amended relating to Causing death or injury to animals used by law-enforcement officials
or by fire prevention or investigation officials; criminal penalties; and to amend and reenact §61-
2-10b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to creating the felony crime of
battery upon governmental representatives, health care providers, utility workers, law-
enforcement officers, correctional employees and emergency medical service personnel and
establishing the potential sentencing ranges, penalties, and fines for that offense; creating the
felony crime of assault upon governmental representatives, health care providers, utility workers,
law-enforcement officers, correctional employees and emergency medical service personnel and
establishing the potential sentencing ranges, penalties, and fines for that offense; and to create
§61-5-30 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended relating to creating the felony crime of
Causing death or injury to animals used by law-enforcement officials or by fire prevention or
investigation officials and establishing the potential sentencing ranges, penalties, and fines for
that offense; and relating to creating the requirements and conditions for an order of restitution
upon a defendant for any trained dog or horse used by law-enforcement officials, the Department
of Homeland Security or by fire prevention or investigation officials that is harmed or killed.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4198—A Bill to amend and reenact §21-1B-2, §21-1B-3, §21-
1B-5, and §21-1B-7 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to repeal §21-1B-6,
relating to the E-Verify employment verification system; providing a definition; requiring employers
to register and create an E-Verify account; requiring employers to verify a new employee's
authorization to work; creating exceptions; revising a certain penalty; removing certain criminal
penalties; revising business-license sanctions; removing prohibition on claiming certain business-
expense deductions; providing an affirmative defense for an employer that uses the E-Verify
employment verification system.
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4345—A Bill to amend and reenact §15-3D-3 and §15A-12-
9 of the Code of West Virginia, as amended; and to amend the code by adding a new section,
designated §15-3D-10, relating to preserving records and evidence in missing persons complaints
that are unresolved after one year; creating definitions; mandating the creation of certain
databases; requiring record and evidence retention; and requiring certain records be transmitted
to the Fusion Center.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4468—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-8B-19 of the Code
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to confidentiality of court files and law-enforcement
records; requiring the name and address of victims in criminal complaints of listed crimes is
confidential; requiring redactions for disclosed criminal complaints; providing for waiver of
confidentiality; providing exceptions for disclosures to certain governmental entities subject to the
same confidentiality provisions; repealing provisions relating to court orders and subpoenas; and
amending certain internal effective dates.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4600—A Bill to amend and reenact §3-3-5 of the Code of
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to voting by absentee; altering the timing of absentee
voting periods to synchronize with early in person voting; and requiring absentee ballots mailed
in to be received by 8:00 p.m. on the day of the election to be counted.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4893—A Bill to amend and reenact §50-5-11 of the Code of
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to increasing the penalties and fines for a first, second,
or third or subsequent finding contempt of court pertaining to the same matter in magistrate court;
and also relating to providing that a person adjudged guilty of a third or subsequent offense of
contempt may, in the discretion of the magistrate, as an alternative to the sentence provided in
the code, be sentenced in a manner consistent with §62-11A-1a of this code.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The Senate proceeded to the fourth order of business.
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Senator Barrett, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on Finance has had under consideration

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 104, Providing certain state mine inspectors with raise.

Senate Bill 825, Supplementary appropriation to Department of Administration, fund 0226.

And,

Senate Bill 868, Supplemental Appropriation for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass.

Respectfully submitted,

Jason Barrett,
Chair.

Senator Morris, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following
report, which was received:

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration

Senate Bill 188, Changing length of term of state political party chair.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 188 (originating in the Committee on Government Organization)—
A Bill to amend and reenact §3-1-10 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to
selecting the length of term of the state political party committee chair.

And,

Senate Bill 671, Relating to WV Real Estate Commission.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 671 (originating in the Committee on Government Organization)—
A Bill to amend and reenact §30-40-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating
to membership of the West Virginia Real Estate Commission; and modifying qualifications and
process for appointment of certain members.

With the recommendation that the two committee substitutes do pass.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert L. Morris, Jr.,
Chair.
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Senator Barrett, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on Finance has had under consideration

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 231 (originating in the Committee on Health and Human
Resources), Relating to value-based payment requirements.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 231 (originating in the Committee on Finance)—A
Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a new article, designated
§9-11-1, §9-11-2, §9-11-3, §9-11-4, §9-11-5, and §9-11-6, relating to value-based payment
requirements; providing legislative intent; defining terms; establishing value-based measures;
creating timelines for implementation; setting out authority; and making provision inoperable
without approval.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute for committee substitute do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Jason Barrett,
Chair.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration

Senate Bills 251, 252, 253, 254, and 255, Department of Administration rule relating to One-
Stop Shop Permitting Program.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 251 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to
amend and reenact §64-2-1 et seq. of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to
authorizing certain agencies of the Department of Administration to promulgate legislative rules;
authorizing the rules as filed and as modified by the Legislative Rule-Making Review Committee;
authorizing the Department of Administration to promulgate a legislative rule relating to the One-
Stop Shop Permitting Program; authorizing the Office of Technology to promulgate a legislative
rule relating to cyber reporting; authorizing the Board of Risk and Insurance Management to
promulgate a legislative rule relating to mine subsidence insurance; authorizing the Board of Risk
and Insurance Management to promulgate a legislative rule relating to the public entities
insurance program; and authorizing the Board of Risk and Insurance Management to promulgate
a legislative rule relating to Preferred Medical Liability and High Risk Medical Liability Program.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.
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Senator Helton, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the
following report, which was received:

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration
Senate Bill 562, Establishing Food Is Medicine Program under Medicaid.
And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 562 (originating in the Committee on Health and Human
Resources)—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a new
section, designated §9-5-34, relating to establishing a Food Is Medicine Program; providing for
the program to be developed in accordance with the Rural Health Transformation Program;
authorizing coverage of nutrition supports; prioritizing local food producers when available;
providing for implementation; and setting an effective date.

And,

Senate Bill 649, Requiring coverage of home blood pressure monitoring devices for certain
Medicaid recipients.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 649 (originating in the Committee on Health and Human
Resources)—A Bill to amend and reenact §9-5-20 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to Medicaid coverage for blood pressure monitoring devices to be offered to
certain persons who have been diagnosed with hypertension; requiring benefits be provided once
Rural Health Transformation Program funding has been expended; requiring state plan
amendment consistent with Rural Health Transformation Program; and requiring reimbursement
for related costs.

With the recommendation that the two committee substitutes do pass; but under the original
double committee references first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Helton,
Chair.

The bills (Com. Sub. for S. B. 562 and 649), under the original double committee references,
were then referred to the Committee on Finance.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration

Senate Bill 640, Prohibiting release of certain personal information of contributors to political
elections.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:



2026] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 7

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 640 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to
amend and reenact §3-8-1a, §3-8-5a, and §3-8-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended; and to amend the code by adding a new section, designated §3-8-6a, relating to
prohibiting the release of an individual campaign contributor's address and employer information;
defining terms; removing prohibition on distinguishing between entities in certain circumstances;
requiring filing of financial statements with Secretary of State in local elections; creating
misdemeanor criminal penalty; providing for monetary penalty if violation is not timely cured; and
setting forth effective date.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.

Senator Morris, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following
report, which was received:

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration

Senate Bill 726, Removing cap for municipalities on their stabilization fund.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Robert L. Morris, Jr.,
Chair.

Senator Morris, from the Committee on Government Organization, submitted the following
report, which was received:

Your Committee on Government Organization has had under consideration

Senate Bill 755, Removing state agencies' requirement to submit annual reports for certain
businesses.

And,
Senate Bill 759, Relating to agency changes to auctioneers.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass; but under the
original double committee references first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert L. Morris, Jr.,
Chair.

The bills, under the original double committee references, were then referred to the Committee
on Finance.
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Senator Helton, from the Committee on Health and Human Resources, submitted the
following report, which was received:

Your Committee on Health and Human Resources has had under consideration

Senate Bill 797, Continuing of independent living and transitional support services for youth.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass; but under the original
double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Helton,
Chair.

The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee
on Finance.

Senator Grady, from the Committee on Education, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on Education has had under consideration
Senate Bill 801, Increasing each school district's basic foundation program.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass; but under the original
double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Amy N. Grady,
Chair.

The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee
on Finance.

Senator Grady, from the Committee on Education, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on Education has had under consideration

Senate Bill 804, Removing physical education requirements for certain middle and high
school athletes.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 804 (originating in the Committee on Education)—A Bill to amend
and reenact §18-2-7a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to providing that
students participating in good standing in an extracurricular sport are not required to comply with
the statutory middle school and high school physical education requirements.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass.
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Respectfully submitted,

Amy N. Grady,
Chair.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4433, Prohibiting Human Smuggling and Trafficking.

And has amended same.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass, as amended.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.

The Senate proceeded to the sixth order of business.

On motions for leave, severally made, the following bills were introduced, read by their titles,
and referred to the appropriate committees:

By Senators Smith (Mr. President) and Woelfel (By Request of the Executive):

Senate Bill 909—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-8-26, §18-2E-12, and §18-9A-10 of the
Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend the code by adding a new section,
designated §18A-3-13, relating to establishing the Future-Ready Education Act that seeks to
facilitate the modernization of educational programs and technologies that can prepare students
for future workforce needs; authorizing multi-year contracts by local fiscal bodies to procure
educational materials with a technology licensing service component where it would result in
material fiscal savings; requiring maintaining documentation regarding the fiscal savings from
authorized multi-year contract; extending the Mountain State Digital Project to grades 9-12 and
extending the program to include educational support and tutoring curriculum including in reading,
mathematics, science, and career-technical education; authorizing the Department of Education
to retain $7,100,000 from the foundational allowance for school year 2026-2027 to develop and
provide to each kindergarten through grade five public school teacher that provides literacy
instruction the high quality professional training in the science of reading; providing that beginning
in the 2026-2027 school year, each kindergarten through grade five public school teacher
providing literacy instruction and intensive training in the science of reading; and allowing public
charter school educators to voluntarily participate in the training.

Referred to the Committee on Education; and then to the Committee on Finance.

By Senator Queen:

Senate Bill 910—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-8-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to removing the unintended limitation on excused absences for students
participating in approved extracurricular and educational activities; and restoring local decision-
making authority to parents, teachers, and school administrators.
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Referred to the Committee on Education.

By Senator Queen:

Senate Bill 911—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §5B-2-7, relating to the First-time Drive to Work Pilot Program; creating
the program in the Division of Economic Development; setting eligibility requirements; listing
authorized assistance and vehicle eligibility standards; providing state liability; setting financial
caps; permitting rulemaking; requiring reporting; and setting a sunset and effective date.

Referred to the Committee on the Workforce; and then to the Committee on Finance.

By Senator Rucker:

Senate Bill 912—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-15-3 and §11-15-3b of the Code of West
Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to removing consumers sales and service tax from prepared
food sold through vending and money-operated machines.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

By Senators Oliverio and Grady:

Senate Bill 913—A Bill to repeal §18B-18A-12 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to repealing the annual reporting requirement for the West Virginia Research
Trust Fund.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

By Senator Takubo:

Senate Bill 914—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-17-2, §11-17-3, and §11-17-7 of the Code
of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to repeal §11-17-4a, §11-17-4b, and §11-17-9, relating
to the Tobacco Products Excise Tax Act; repealing discounts on tax stamps; adding definition of
"electronic smoking device"; increasing taxes on tobacco products; and providing that 10 percent
of the revenue collected be dedicated to the West Virginia Division of Tobacco Prevention.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on
Finance.

By Senator Morris:

Senate Bill 915—A Bill to amend and reenact §49-4-720 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931,
as amended, relating to removing language that may cause confusion or instances of confusion
when a juvenile may be detained or confined in an institution in which he or she may have contact
with or come within sight or sound of any incarcerated adult persons; and providing the
Commissioner of the Division of Corrections and Rehabilitation with the discretion to oversee the
process of security staff or direct care staff of a jail or lock up facility where a juvenile may be
detained or confined in which he or she would have contact with or come within sight or sound of
any incarcerated adult persons.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Senator Morris:

Senate Bill 916—A Bill to amend and reenact §30-9-30 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931,
as amended, relating to the use of "A.C." as a name ending for an accounting corporation.
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Referred to the Committee on Government Organization.

By Senators Morris, Helton, and Rose:

Senate Bill 917—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new article, designated §11-15C-1, §11-15C-2, §11-15C-3, §11-15C-4, §11-15C-5, §11-15C-6,
§11-15C-7, §11-15C-8, and §11-15C-9, relating to imposing a privilege tax on the retail sale of
electric vehicle charging services at public charging stations; defining terms; establishing a 15
percent tax measured by gross receipts; requiring collection and remittance; providing
administration and enforcement; dedicating revenues to the State Road Fund; providing rule-
making authority; and providing an effective date.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

By Senators Fuller, Azinger, Deeds, Phillips, Roberts, and Woelfel:

Senate Bill 918—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §8-14-17a, relating to civil service promotion criteria for municipal law-
enforcement officers.

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization.

By Senator Taylor:

Senate Bill 919—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §18-2-25f, creating the Safe School Events Music Act; providing for a
short title; prohibiting explicit music at interscholastic athletic events; requiring the West Virginia
Secondary School Activities Commission to adopt rules governing music played at events;
prohibiting the use of clean versions of explicit songs; and providing enforcement authority and
penalties.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

By Senator Charnock:

Senate Bill 920—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §61-2-2a, relating to making a first-degree murder of a minor conviction
with a firearm punishable by life imprisonment without mercy.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance.

By Senators Rose, Bartlett, M. Maynard, Rucker, Taylor, and Z. Maynard:

Senate Bill 921—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §9-2-11a, relating to public health care funding; setting forth legislative
findings; defining terms; setting forth Medicaid funding prohibitions; setting forth public funding
prohibitions; permitting the Attorney General to bring enforcement action; permitting any person
eligible to receive public funds to possess standing to bring action; permitting the award of
reasonable attorney's fees and costs to a prevailing plaintiff, addressing severability; permitting
intervention; and setting an effective date.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources.
By Senator Chapman:

Senate Bill 922—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §16-6-26, relating to permitting hotels and public lodging establishments
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to provide human trafficking awareness training to employees; establishing permissive annual
training; establishing reporting procedures; providing that no private cause of action is created;
and authorizing rulemaking.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

At the request of Senator M. Maynard, unanimous consent being granted, the Senate returned
to the second order of business and the introduction of guests.

The Senate again proceeded to the sixth order of business.

On motions for leave, severally made, the following joint resolution was introduced, read by
its title, and referred to the appropriate committees:

By Senator Z. Maynard:

Senate Joint Resolution 20—Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of
West Virginia amending section one, article X thereof, relating to permitting excess levies or
increases in maximum rates limited exclusively to fire protection and emergency medical services
to be approved by a majority of the votes cast while retaining the existing sixty-percent
requirement for all other levies and increases; numbering and designating such proposed
amendment; and providing a summarized statement of the purpose of such proposed
amendment.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then to the Committee on Finance.

Senator Helton offered the following resolution:

Senate Resolution 34—Designating February 12, 2026, as Hospital Day at the Legislature.

Which, under the rules, lies over one day.

The Senate proceeded to the seventh order of business.

Senate Resolution 32, Protecting WV coal jobs, coal power, and coal families.

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk and referred
to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining.

Senate Resolution 33, Designating February 11, 2026, as WV Arts Day.

On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk.

At the request of Senator Martin, unanimous consent being granted, reference of the
resolution to a committee was dispensed with, and it was taken up for immediate consideration
and adopted.

The Senate proceeded to the eighth order of business.

Eng. Senate Bill 404, Relating to Department of Human Services authority to contract with
certain providers.
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On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage.

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard,
Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld,
Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—32.

The nays were: None.

Absent: Helton and Rose—2.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 404) passed with its title.

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 478, Second Amendment Reaffirmation and Protection Act.

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on February
10, 2026, for amendments to be received on third reading, was reported by the Clerk.

At the request of Senator Martin, unanimous consent being granted, the bill was laid over one
day, retaining its place on the calendar, with the right to amend on third reading remaining in
effect.

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 543, Requiring Bureau for Social Services to file legislative
rule.

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage.

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard,
Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld,
Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—32.

The nays were: None.

Absent: Helton and Rose—2.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 543) passed with its title.

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.

Eng. Senate Bill 604, Extending Alzheimer's Disease and Other Dementia Advisory Council
sunset date.

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage.

Pending discussion,
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The question being "Shall Engrossed Senate Bill 604 pass?"

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard,
Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld,
Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—32.

The nays were: None.

Absent: Helton and Rose—2.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 604) passed with its title.

Senator Martin moved that the bill take effect from passage.

On this question, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman, Charnock,
Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard, Z. Maynard,
Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld, Willis,
Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—32.

The nays were: None.

Absent: Helton and Rose—2.

So, two thirds of all the members elected to the Senate having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 604) takes effect from passage.

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.

At the request of Senator Woelfel, and by unanimous consent, the remarks by Senator Morris
regarding the passage of Engrossed Senate Bill 604 were ordered printed in the Appendix to the
Journal.

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 633, Relating to WV Commission on Holocaust Education.

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage.

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard,
Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld,
Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—32.

The nays were: None.

Absent: Helton and Rose—2.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 633) passed with its title.
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Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.

Eng. Senate Bill 645, Prohibiting surprise billing of ground emergency medical services by
nonparticipating providers.

On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage.

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard,
Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne, Weld,
Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—32.

The nays were: None.

Absent: Helton and Rose—2.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 645) passed with its title.

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.

The Senate proceeded to the ninth order of business.

Senate Bill 704, Prohibiting certain compensation for advising or assisting with veterans
benefits.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.

The Senate proceeded to the tenth order of business.
Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 173, Prohibiting abortifacients.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 389, Historic Rehab Building Credit Act.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Senate Bill 393, Updating corporate net income tax definitions.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 531, Establishing First Amendment Preservation Act.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.
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Senate Bill 570, Supplemental Appropriation to Department of Health, fund 8802.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 692, Authorizing green flashing warning lights on DOH vehicles.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 772, Declaring certain claims against WV to be moral obligations.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Senate Bill 781, Supplemental appropriation for Civil Contingent Fund, fund 0105.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

The Senate proceeded to the twelfth order of business.

Remarks were made by Senators Deeds, M. Maynard, and Morris.

The Senate then proceeded to the thirteenth order of business.

Senator Grady called attention to today being the birthday of Jacque Bland, Director of
Communications for the West Virginia Senate, and on behalf of the Senate extended felicitations

and good wishes to Jacque Bland.

At the request of Senator Martin, unanimous consent being granted, leaves of absence for
the day were granted Senators Helton and Rose.

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senators were added
as co-sponsors to the following bills and resolutions on February 10, 2026:

Senate Bill 28: Senator Barnhart;

Senate Bill 437: Senators Barnhart and Garcia;
Senate Bill 531: Senator Taylor;

Senate Bill 562: Senator Garcia;

Senate Bill 575: Senator Deeds;

Senate Bill 657: Senator Deeds;

Senate Bill 675: Senator Charnock;

Senate Bill 693: Senator Deeds;
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Senate Bill 717:

Senate Bill 745:

Senate Bill 797:

Senate Bill 801:

Senate Bill 804:

Senate Bill 887:

Senate Bill 893:

Senate Bill 895:

Senate Bill 898:

Senate Bill 902:
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Senator Barnhart;

Senator Rucker;

Senators Garcia, Deeds, and Rucker;
Senator Garcia;

Senators Deeds and Taylor;

Senator Oliverio;

Senators Woelfel and Oliverio;
Senators Woelfel and Clements;
Senator Rucker;

Senator Woelfel;

Senate Resolution 15: Senator Barnhart;

Senate Resolution 32: Senators Chapman and Taylor;

And,

Senate Resolution 33: Senators Rucker, Chapman, and Oliverio.

Pending announcement of meetings of standing and select committees of the Senate,
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On motion of Senator Martin, at 11:57 a.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday,
February 12, 2026, at 11 a.m.




SENATE CALENDAR

Thursday, February 12, 2026
11:00 AM

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

S. R. 34 - Designating February 12, 2026, as Hospital Day

THIRD READING

Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 478 - Second Amendment Reaffirmation and Protection Act - (With right
to amend) (original similar to HB4926)

Eng. S. B. 704 - Prohibiting certain compensation for advising or assisting with veterans benefits

SECOND READING

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. 173 - Prohibiting abortifacients (original similar to HB4674,
SB599)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 389 - Historic Rehab Building Credit Act (original similar to HB4016)
S. B. 393 - Updating corporate net income tax definitions (original similar to HB4023)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 531 - Establishing First Amendment Preservation Act (original similar to
HB4746)

S. B. 570 - Supplemental Appropriation to Department of Health, fund 8802 (original similar to
HB4717)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 692 - Authorizing green flashing warning lights on DOH vehicles (original
similar to HB4993)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 772 - Declaring certain claims against WV to be moral obligations

S. B. 781 - Supplemental appropriation for Civil Contingent Fund, fund 0105

FIRST READING

Com. Sub. for S. B. 104 - Providing certain state mine inspectors with raise

Com. Sub. for S. B. 188 - Changing length of term of state political party chair

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. 231 - Relating to value-based payment requirements

Com. Sub. for S. B. 251 - Authorizing Department of Administration to promulgate legislative rules

Com. Sub. for S. B. 640 - Prohibiting release of certain personal information of contributors to
political elections (original similar to HB5066)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 671 - Relating to WV Real Estate Commission

S. B. 726 - Removing cap for municipalities on their stabilization fund



Com. Sub. for S. B. 804 - Removing physical education requirements for certain middle and high
school athletes

S. B. 825 - Supplementary appropriation to Department of Administration, fund 0226 (original
similar to HB5282)

S. B. 868 - Supplemental Appropriation for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 4433 - Prohibiting Human Smuggling and Trafficking - (Com. amend.
and title amend. pending)



ANNOUNCED SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Regular Session 2026

Thursday, February 12, 2026
9:30 a.m. Education (Room 451M)

9:30 a.m. Government Organization (Room 208W)



