WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

SENATE JOURNAL

EIGHTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION, 2026
THIRTIETH DAY

Charleston, West Virginia, Thursday, February 12, 2026
The Senate met at 11:10 a.m.
(Senator Smith, Mr. President, in the Chair.)
Prayer was offered by the Honorable Vince S. Deeds, a senator from the tenth district.

The Senate was then led in recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Honorable Jack David
Woodrum, a senator from the tenth district.

Pending the reading of the Journal of Wednesday, February 11, 2026,

At the request of Senator Grady, unanimous consent being granted, the Journal was approved
and the further reading thereof dispensed with.

The Senate proceeded to the second order of business and the introduction of guests.
The Senate then proceeded to the third order of business.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4012—A Bill to amend and reenact §24-2-11, §24-2-11a, and
§24-2-11c of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, all relating to reducing and altering
the regulatory burden on utilities when constructing and maintaining facilities within this state;
reducing the PSC statutory approval time for certificates of convenience and necessity from 270
to 240 days; reducing the PSC statutory approval time for water and sewer projects from 225 to
190 days; raising the projected cost limitation for extended the approval time for high voltage
(220kV and above) transmission lines from $50 to $100 million; reducing the extended statutory
approval time for high voltage transmission lines from 400 to 360 days; requiring an examination
of alternatives to high voltage line construction to include advanced transmission technologies;
providing for a PSC waiver for maintenance and repair of high voltage facilities at the
commission's discretion; reducing the PSC statutory approval time for siting certificates from 300
to 270 days; requiring annual reporting by PSC regarding costs and benefits of advanced
transmission technologies; placing limitations and conditions on the granting of certificates of
public convenience and necessity by PSC for high voltage transmission lines which concern costs
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to West Virginia ratepayers, benefits to West Virginia ratepayers, and legal obligations to construct
off-take facilities to valid West Virginia retail loads when requested; limiting costs to ratepayers
under certain circumstances; establishing that failure to provide clear and convincing evidence of
compliance with certain limits and conditions are cause for denial of a certificate by PSC.

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. House Bill 4089—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by
adding seven new sections, designated §5-16-8b, §9-5-34, §33-15-4a, §33-16-20, §33-24-15,
§33-25-23, and §33-25A-37, relating to insurance; and providing definitions; and requiring health
insurers to provide coverage for scalp cooling systems for the preservation of hair during cancer
chemotherapy treatment.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on
Finance.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4466—A Bill to amend and reenact §60-6-9 of the Code of
West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to making it a misdemeanor to being under the
impairment of controlled substances in public; providing for criminal penalties, fines and education
upon conviction thereof, and providing that three convictions for public intoxication by way of
controlled substances within the preceding six months is considered evidence of dependence on
controlled substances.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. House Bill 4474—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-5R-8 of the Code of West Virginia,
1931, as amended, relating to extending the Alzheimer's Disease and Other Dementia Advisory
Council sunset date.

At the request of Senator Martin, and by unanimous consent, reference of the bill to a
committee was dispensed with.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4501—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, by adding a new section, designated §30-35-7a; and to amend the code by adding a
new article, designated §30-35A-1, §30-35A-2, §30-35A-3, §30-35A-4, §30-35A-5, §30-35A-6,
§30-35A-7, §30-35A-8, §30-35A-9, §30-35A-10, §30-35A-11, §30-35A-12, §30-35A-13, and §30-
35A-14, relating to enacting the Dietitian Licensure Compact; requiring applicants seeking to
practice in a remote state pursuant to the compact to submit to national and state criminal record
background check as condition of eligibility for compact privilege; mandating such applicants to
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submit fingerprints and to authorize the board, West Virginia State Police, and Federal Bureau of
Investigation to use records submitted to screen applicants; prohibiting release of background
check results; providing for exceptions; establishing that background check records are not public
records; obligating applicants to complete background check immediately after application for
privilege to practice; requiring applicants to pay costs of fingerprinting and background check; and
authorizing rulemaking and emergency rulemaking; providing for a purpose; providing for
definitions; providing requirements for state participation in the compact; requirements to exercise
the compact privilege; requirements for a licensee to hold a home state license based on a
compact privilege; requiring criminal background check and setting educational and other
requirements for a licensed dietitian; authorizing member state to charge fee for granting compact
privilege; providing for state participation in the compact; establishing the privilege to practice in
member states; providing for change in primary state or residence procedures relating to licensing
for active duty military personnel and their spouses; providing for procedures relating to duties,
meetings, responsibilities, and adverse actions; establishing the dietitian licensure compact
commission; providing for membership, powers and duties of the commission; and providing for
an executive committee; providing for a data system available for use among the member states;
providing for rulemaking authority of the commission; providing for dispute resolution, and
enforcement provisions of the commission among the member states; providing for date of
implementation among the member states; providing for applicability of the existing rules at the
time a new member state joins the commission; providing for withdrawal of any member states
and conditions that must be met until withdrawal is effective; providing for a six-month period
before withdrawal is effective; providing for construction and severability of the provisions of the
compact; and providing for a binding effect of the laws and rules of the compact among the
member states.

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4695—A Bill to amend and reenact §61-8B-5, §61-8B-9, §61-
8D-4a, §61-8D-5 and §61-8D-6 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to
increasing the criminal penalties for crimes against minors; increasing criminal penalties and fines
for the offenses of sexual assault in the third degree; increasing criminal penalties and fines for
sexual abuse in the third degree; increasing criminal penalties and fines for child neglect resulting
in death; increasing criminal penalties and fines for a parent, guardian, or custodian, or other
person in a position of trust in relation to the child engaging or attempting to engage in sexual
exploitation of, or in sexual intercourse, sexual intrusion or sexual contact with a child under his
or her care, custody or control; increasing criminal penalties and fines for knowingly procuring,
authorizing, or inducing, or attempting to do the same, another person to engage in or attempt to
engage in or attempting to engage in sexual exploitation of, or in sexual intercourse, sexual
intrusion or sexual contact with a child under his or her care, custody or control by a parent,
guardian or custodian and the child is less than 16 years of age or disabled as defined in the
code; increasing criminal penalties and fines for knowingly procuring, authorizing, or inducing, or
attempting to do the same, another person to engage in or attempt to engage in or attempting to
engage in sexual exploitation of, or in sexual intercourse, sexual intrusion or sexual contact with
a child under his or her care, custody or control by a parent, guardian or custodian and the child
is over 16 years of age; and increasing criminal penalties and fines for sending, distributing,
exhibiting, possessing, displaying, or transporting material by a parent, guardian, or custodian, or
person in a position of trust, depicting a child engaged in sexually explicit conduct.
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Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. House Bill 4749—A Bill to amend and reenact §49-2-126 of the Code of West Virginia,
1931, relating to adding three additional rights that foster children and children in a kinship
placement have in the foster child bill of rights including the right to have timely notice of a hearing
that may have legal implications for a child over 13, the right to attend a hearing that may have
legal implications for a child over the age of 13, and the right to have the outcome of any hearing
that has legal implications for the child explained to them by their guardian ad litem or legal
counsel.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body,
to take effect from passage, and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4767—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, by adding a new section, designated §9-5-34, relating to requiring the Bureau for
Medical Services to file a legislative rule.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

A message from the Clerk of the House of Delegates announced the passage by that body
and requested the concurrence of the Senate in the passage of

Eng. House Bill 5022—A Bill to amend and reenact §16B-12-3 of the Code of West Virginia,
1931, as amended, relating to expanding the programs to be included in the annual capitation
rate review.

Referred to the Committee on Health and Human Resources; and then to the Committee on
Finance.

The Senate proceeded to the fourth order of business.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration
Senate Bill 538, Increasing compensation for panel attorneys.
And,

Senate Bill 792, Eliminating requirement that Supreme Court of Appeals supply magistrates
with copies of WV Code.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass; but under the
original double committee references first be referred to the Committee on Finance.



2026] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 5

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.

The bills, under the original double committee references, were then referred to the Committee
on Finance.

Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following
report, which was received:

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration
Senate Bill 560, Relating to financing and state payments.
And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 560 (originating in the Committee on Banking and Insurance)—A
Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new article,
designated §12-3B-1, §12-3B-2, §12-3B-3, §12-3B-4, §12-3B-5, §12-3B-6, and §12-3B-7, relating
to creating the Financial Accountability Stable Token Act; authorizing use of qualifying stable
tokens for payments to state vendors and contractors; establishing eligibility and reserve
requirements; providing for administration and oversight by State Treasurer; authorizing
imposition of fees; and requiring rulemaking and reporting by State Treasurer.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass; but under the original double
committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael T. Azinger,
Chair.

The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 560), under the original double committee reference, was then
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration

Senate Bill 643, Discontinuing WV Supreme Court of Appeals Public Campaign Financing
Program.

And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 643 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to
amend and reenact §3-12-1 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to repeal §3-
12-2, §3-12-3, §3-12-4, §3-12-5, §3-12-6, §3-12-7, §3-12-8, §3-12-9, §3-12-10, §3-12-11, §3-12-
12, §3-12-13, §3-12-14, §3-12-15, and §3-12-16, relating to discontinuing the West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals Public Campaign Financing Program; and transferring any
unexpended balance remaining to the General Revenue Fund.
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With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.

Senator Hart, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on Agriculture has had under consideration
Senate Bill 697, Relating to state road system.
And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 697 (originating in the Committee on Agriculture)—A Bill to amend
and reenact §17-4-49 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to amend the code
by adding a new section, designated §17-4-49a, relating to the state road system; clarifying
Commissioner of Highways' authority to review and direct changes in points of access to and from
state highways; providing legislative findings; defining terms; establishing criteria for determining
change of use to existing entrances to state highways; providing exemptions for certain
operations; providing that certain existing entrances shall be treated as legally established by
commissioner; authorizing certain improvements be made to existing entrances without requiring
permit; and providing for rulemaking.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass; but under the original double
committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Craig A. Hart,
Chair.

The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 697), under the original double committee reference, was then
referred to the Committee on Finance.

Senator Azinger, from the Committee on Banking and Insurance, submitted the following
report, which was received:

Your Committee on Banking and Insurance has had under consideration

Senate Bill 702, Setting new maximum annual interest rate for regulated consumer lenders
on certain loans.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass; but under the original
double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael T. Azinger,
Chair.
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The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee
on Finance.

Senator Hamilton, from the Committee on Natural Resources, submitted the following report,
which was received:

Your Committee on Natural Resources has had under consideration
Senate Bill 708, Creating WV River Access and Bridge Modernization Act.
And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 708 (originating in the Committee on Natural Resources)—A Bill
to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a new article, designated §17-
4B-1, §17-4B-2, §17-4B-3, §17-4B-4, §17-4B-5, §17-4B-6, §17-4B-7, §17-4B-8, §17-4B-9, §17-
4B-10, §17-4B-11, §17-4B-12, §17-4B-13, and §17-4B-14, relating to public river access and
public safety in connection with bridge projects and hazardous river segments; creating a short
title; providing legislative findings and purpose; providing definitions; clarifying how to evaluate
river access during bridge projects; establishing when to undertake public access improvements;
prohibiting eminent domain; requiring safety and design standards; prioritizing public safety;
requiring informational signage in certain situations; clarifying liability of division and private
property owners; authorizing inter-agency coordination; providing grant and funding authority; and
providing legislative review.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass; but under the original double
committee reference first be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Hamilton,
Chair.

The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 708), under the original double committee reference, was then
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Senator Hart, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on Agriculture has had under consideration

Senate Bill 712, Allowing installation of cattle guards on certain public roads.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Craig A. Hart,
Chair.

Senator Hamilton, from the Committee on Natural Resources, submitted the following report,
which was received:
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Your Committee on Natural Resources has had under consideration
Senate Bill 761, Relating to in-state production of value-added forest products.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that it do pass; but under the original
double committee reference first be referred to the Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Hamilton,
Chair.

The bill, under the original double committee reference, was then referred to the Committee
on Finance.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration

Senate Bill 793, Relating to courthouse closures on certain days.

And,

Senate Bill 796, Relating to distribution of West Virginia reports.

And reports the same back with the recommendation that they each do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.

Senator Willis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report, which was
received:

Your Committee on the Judiciary has had under consideration
Senate Bill 800, Clarifying policy of state regarding jury service.
And reports back a committee substitute for same with the following title:

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 800 (originating in the Committee on the Judiciary)—A Bill to
amend and reenact §52-1-1, §52-1-3, §52-1-5, §52-1-5a, §52-1-6, §52-1-7, §52-1-8, §52-1-9,
§52-1-15, §52-1-16, §52-1-22, and §52-2-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended; and
to repeal §52-1-7a and §52-1-25, relating to juries; clarifying policy of state regarding jury service;
defining terms; setting forth duties and procedures for compilation and maintenance of a master
list and county lists for the administrative director and circuit clerks; clarifying clerk duties with
respect to juror qualification forms; clarifying procedures for jury wheel; eliminating alternate
procedure for selection of jury by electronic data processing methods; eliminating the use of a
jury box; providing for certain qualified jurors to be used in event of unanticipated shortage;
clarifying procedures for preservation of records; clarifying criminal offense of fraud by tampering
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with the jury wheel; eliminating provision requiring present methods of jury selection remain in
effect until preparation of master list; and clarifying procedures for selection and summoning of
grand jurors.

With the recommendation that the committee substitute do pass.
Respectfully submitted,

Thomas E. Willis I,
Chair.

The Senate proceeded to the sixth order of business.

On motions for leave, severally made, the following bills were introduced, read by their titles,
and referred to the appropriate committees:

By Senators Rucker, Azinger, Barrett, Helton, M. Maynard, Rose, Taylor, Thorne, and
Willis:

Senate Bill 923—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new article, designated §55-22-1, §55-22-2, §55-22-3, §55-22-4, §55-22-5, §55-22-6, §55-22-7,
§55-22-8, §55-22-9, §55-22-10, §55-22-11, and §55-22-12, relating to civil procedure, and
creating the West Virginia Guaranteeing Rights Against Novel International Tyranny and Extortion
Act; creating a cause of action against foreign states and international organizations regarding
foreign censorship laws that violate specific constitutional provisions; providing for standing,
jurisdiction, venue, alternative service of process, and a statute of limitations; providing remedies;
imposing joint and several liability; prohibiting the state from recognizing, enforcing, or
cooperating with certain foreign judgments; creating a cause of action against the state for the
recognition, enforcement, or cooperation with certain foreign judgments; providing civil penalties;
providing definitions; providing legislative findings; making conforming amendments; requiring
rulemaking; and providing for effective dates.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Senator Smith (Mr. President) (By Request of the Executive):

Senate Bill 924—A Bill to amend and reenact §5F-2-8, §11B-1-8, §29-6-1, §29-6-2, §29-6-4,
§29-6-5, §29-6-6, §29-6-7, §29-6-10, §29-6-16, §29-6-24, and §49-10-101 of the Code of West
Virginia, 1931, as amended; and to repeal §29-6-8, §29-6-9, §29-6-10a, §29-6-14, §29-6-25, §29-
6-27, §49-10-102, and §49-10-103, relating to streamlining and reforming the Division of
Personnel systems; eliminating special merit-based personnel system for Department of
Transportation employees; transferring duplicative Department of Transportation personnel duties
to the Division of Personnel; exempting new hires and promoted employees within the
Department of Transportation from the classified civil service system and the state grievance
procedures beginning on July 1, 2026; eliminating special merit-based personnel system for the
State Tax Division and Bureau for Social Services; transferring duplicative State Tax Division and
Bureau for Social Services personnel duties to the Division of Personnel; clarifying definitions
related to the state's personnel systems; defining classified and classified-exempt service;
removing provisions allowing additions to the classified service; identifying and defining
exemptions from the classified service; streamlining the functions of the Division of Personnel;
terminating the State Personnel Board; transferring authority from the State Personnel Board to
the Division of Personnel; clarifying and identifying the duties of the Division of Personnel;
clarifying the rule-making authority for the Division of Personnel; clarifying that the records of the
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division are subject to the Freedom of Information Act and its exemptions for personal identifying
and personal health information; shortening the time frames for classified job openings and
appointments; shifting the leave donation program to a program provided for through rulemaking;
modernizing processes for posting job openings in classified service; removing archaic provisions;
and providing technical cleanup throughout.

Referred to the Committee on Government Organization; and then to the Committee on
Finance.

By Senators Hart and Smith (Mr. President):

Senate Bill 925—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-8-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to providing that a Future Farmers of America-sanctioned activity or program
shall not count toward the 10-day limit for excused absences.

Referred to the Committee on Education.

By Senators Willis, Helton, Rose, and Rucker:

Senate Bill 926—A Bill to amend and reenact §11-21-12 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931,
as amended, relating to excluding funds derived from the exchange or sale of precious metal
bullion from gross income; and setting an effective date.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

By Senators Hart and Chapman:

Senate Bill 927—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-13-1, §19-13-2, §19-13-3, §19-19-4, and
§19-19-7 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to agricultural production;
providing legislative findings relating to the West Virginia Apiary Act; defining terms; clarifying
exclusivity of commissioner of agriculture's authority to regulate bees, bee equipment, and
apiaries; and clarifying when legal proceedings may be maintained against certain owners or
operators of agricultural land or agricultural operations.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Senators Morris, Fuller, Helton, Rucker, and Takubo:

Senate Bill 928—A Bill to amend and reenact §60-1-5 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended; and to amend the code by adding a new article, designated §60-8B-1, §60-8B-2, §60-
8B-3, §60-8B-4, and §60-8B-5, relating to the manufacture, sale, and distribution of low-proof
spirit alcohol products; defining terms; declaring legislative findings, policy, and intent; prescribing
manufacture, sales, and distribution requirements for low-proof spirit alcohol products; prescribing
taxation amount and methodology for low-proof spirit alcohol products; and granting permissive
rule-making authority.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

By Senators Taylor, Bartlett, Chapman, Helton, M. Maynard, Queen, and Rose:

Senate Bill 929—A Bill to amend and reenact §18-9-3a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931,
as amended, relating to the Taxpayer Transparency in Education Act; requiring the State Auditor
to issue a notice of noncompliance to county boards that do not timely report; prohibiting a county
board in noncompliance with reporting from receiving state discretionary funds; providing a short
title; and setting an effective date.
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Referred to the Committee on Education.

By Senators Oliverio, Woodrum, Rose, Z. Maynard, Roberts, Weld, and Willis:

Senate Bill 930—A Bill to amend and reenact §8-22-26a of the Code of West Virginia, 1931,
as amended, relating to pension benefits; and raising the cost-of-living increase from the first
$15,000 to the first $45,000 for supplemental pension benefits for municipal police, firefighters,
employees of waterworks systems, sewage systems, or combined waterworks/sewage systems.

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance.

By Senators Hart, Smith (Mr. President), Chapman, Fuller, Helton, Roberts, Rose,
Taylor, and Thorne:

Senate Bill 931—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new article, designated §24-2J-1, §24-2J-2, §24-2J-3, §24-2J-4, §24-2J-5, §24-2J-6, §24-2J-7,
§24-2J-8, §24-2J-9, §24-2J-10, §24-2J-11, and §24-2J-12, relating to utilities; providing a short
title; providing legislative findings and declarations; providing definitions; creating a moratorium
on rate increase; and establishing phases and standards to restore utility affordability and
reliability to state residents.

Referred to the Committee on Energy, Industry, and Mining; and then to the Committee on
Finance.

By Senators Hart, Smith (Mr. President), Chapman, and Rose:

Senate Bill 932—A Bill to amend and reenact §16-7-2 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to adulterated foods; and specifying that cultivated meat products are
adulterated foods.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture; and then to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Senator M. Maynard:

Senate Bill 933—A Bill to amend and reenact §17-2A-11 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931,
as amended, relating to expanding digital mapping of unimproved public roads; authorizing West
Virginia Department of Tourism and county commissions to submit mapping requests to the West
Virginia Commissioner of Highways; setting forth mapping request content, and mapping and
online posting requirements; and requiring cooperation between West Virginia Division of
Highways and West Virginia Department of Tourism.

Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; and then to the Committee
on Finance.

By Senators Deeds and Oliverio:

Senate Bill 934—A Bill to amend and reenact §20-18-2 and §20-18-8 of the Code of West
Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to Natural Resources police officer retirement; modifying the
accrued benefit of members of the West Virginia Natural Resources Police Officer Retirement
System who retire after July 1, 2026; and providing for additional funding under the West Virginia
Natural Resources Police Officer Retirement System.

Referred to the Committee on Pensions; and then to the Committee on Finance.
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By Senators Taylor, Smith (Mr. President), Rose, and Phillips:

Senate Bill 935—A Bill to repeal §11-13-2q of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended,
relating to eliminating the business and occupation tax exemption for certain coal-fired merchant
power plants on the generating capacity of the generating units located in this state that are owned
or leased by the taxpayer and used to generate electricity.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

By Senator Rucker:

Senate Bill 936—A Bill to amend and reenact §19-23-3, §19-23-12c, §19-23-13b, §29-22A-
10, and §29-22A-10b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating to providing a
definition for "West Virginia certified thoroughbred" horses; setting requirements and purse
calculations for West Virginia certified thoroughbred horses to race in restricted races; providing
eligibility requirements for West Virginia accredited restricted races; increasing the $1 million cap
on funding of restricted races by thoroughbred horse racetracks that did not participate in the
West Virginia Development Fund for a period of not more than four consecutive years prior to
December 31, 1992; providing an inflation adjustment to the net terminal income at a licensed
racetrack deposited in the state Excess Lottery Revenue Fund; and providing for changes in the
distribution of the net terminal income.

Referred to the Committee on Agriculture; and then to the Committee on Finance.

By Senator Willis:

Senate Bill 937—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding a
new section, designated §49-2-1007, relating to community-based child welfare systems;
providing legislative findings and purpose; establishing a community-based child welfare system
program; and requiring evaluation and reporting.

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Senator Helton offered the following resolution:

Senate Resolution 35—Recognizing February 14, 2026, as National Organ Donor Day at
the Legislature.

Which, under the rules, lies over one day.
Senator Willis offered the following resolution:

Senate Resolution 36—Recognizing the third week of July as Pretrial, Probation, and Parole
Supervision Week.

Which, under the rules, lies over one day.
Senator Charnock offered the following resolution:

Senate Resolution 37—Designating February 13, 2026, as West Virginia Silver Jackets
Flood Resiliency Day at the Capitol.

Which, under the rules, lies over one day.
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The Senate proceeded to the seventh order of business.
Senate Resolution 34, Designating February 12, 2026, as Hospital Day.
On unfinished business, coming up in regular order, was reported by the Clerk.

At the request of Senator Helton, unanimous consent being granted, reference of the
resolution to a committee was dispensed with, and it was taken up for immediate consideration
and adopted.

The Senate proceeded to the eighth order of business.
Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 478, Second Amendment Reaffirmation and Protection Act.

On third reading, coming up in regular order, with the right having been granted on February
10, 2026, for amendments to be received on third reading, was read a third time.

On motions of Senators Tarr and Rose, the following amendment to the bill was reported by
the Clerk:

On page 2, section 13, lines 20-30, by striking out all of subsections (f) and (g) and inserting
in lieu thereof three new subsections, designated subsections (f), (g), and (h), to read as follows:

(f) A state entity, agent of the state, agency of the state, municipality, county, or any other
political subdivision of state government shall not limit the right of any person to lawfully carry a
concealed firearm by means of ammunition capacity, caliber, firearm modification, accessory,
decibel, location of carry, or method of concealed carry: Provided, That the provisions of this
subsection do not apply to firearm restrictions in a correctional facility building, primary or
secondary school building, or areas under the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Appeals of

West Virginia.

(9)(1) Redress for an alleged violation of this section may be sought through the provisions of
§53-1-1 et seq. of this code, which may include the awarding of reasonable attorney's fees and
costs, if the petitioner prevails.

(2) Every right derived from the Second and Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitution
of the United States will be restored and reaffirmed upon repeal by Congress or judicial
nullification by the U.S. Supreme Court or a federal court of final jurisdiction of any federal
firearms restriction, requlation, or classification.

(h) Construction. — This section shall be construed using the following rules:

(1) Nothing in this provision shall be construed to:

(A) Abrogate or alter §8-12-5a of this code;

(B) Affect the enforcement of any provision of this code that independently establishes a
firearms-related offense, restriction, or requlation under state law; or

(C) Apply to military facilities, bases, armories, or military encampments that are subject to
the jurisdiction and oversight of the Governor or the Adjutant General.
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(2) If any provision or any part or clause of any provision of this section, or its application, is
held unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or
invalidity shall not affect other provisions of this section.

(3) The provisions of this section shall take effect immediately.

Following discussion,

The question being on the adoption of the amendment offered by Senators Tarr and Rose to
the bill, and on this question, Senator Rose demanded the yeas and nays.

The roll being taken, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman, Charnock,
Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Helton, Jeffries, Martin, M. Maynard, Z.
Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rose, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr, Taylor, Thorne,
Weld, Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—34.

The nays were: None.
Absent: None.

So, a majority of those present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the President
declared the amendment offered by Senators Tarr and Rose to the bill adopted.

The bill, as just amended, was again ordered to engrossment.
Engrossed Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 478 was then put upon its passage.

On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Helton, Jeffries, Martin, M.
Maynard, Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rose, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr,
Taylor, Thorne, Weld, Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—34.

The nays were: None.
Absent: None.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. Com. Sub. for S. B. 478) passed.

On motion of Senator Tarr, the following amendment to the title of the bill was reported by the
Clerk and adopted:

Eng. Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 478—A Bill to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, by adding a new section, designated §61-7-13, relating to establishing the Second
Amendment Reaffirmation and Protection Act; specifying legislative purpose; limiting the
incorporation of invalid or repealed federal law; creating a trigger clause; prohibiting state and
local officers from enforcing invalidated or repealed federal firearm restrictions; prohibiting state
entities from limiting the right of a person to carry a concealed firearm; providing for redressability
through writs of prohibition and mandamus; and providing for rules of statutory construction.

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.
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Eng. Senate Bill 704, Prohibiting certain compensation for advising or assisting with veterans
benefits.
On third reading, coming up in regular order, was read a third time and put upon its passage.
On the passage of the bill, the yeas were: Azinger, Barnhart, Barrett, Bartlett, Chapman,
Charnock, Clements, Deeds, Fuller, Garcia, Grady, Hamilton, Hart, Helton, Jeffries, Martin, M.
Maynard, Z. Maynard, Morris, Oliverio, Phillips, Queen, Roberts, Rose, Rucker, Takubo, Tarr,
Taylor, Thorne, Weld, Willis, Woelfel, Woodrum, and Smith (Mr. President)—34.
The nays were: None.

Absent: None.

So, a majority of all the members present and voting having voted in the affirmative, the
President declared the bill (Eng. S. B. 704) passed with its title.

Ordered, That the Clerk communicate to the House of Delegates the action of the Senate and
request concurrence therein.

The Senate proceeded to the ninth order of business.

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 173, Prohibiting abortifacients.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time.

On motion of Senator Tarr, the following amendment to the bill was reported by the Clerk:

On page 7, section 10, line 37, after the word "claim." by inserting the following: The Attorney
General shall maintain records of the number of complaints it has received pursuant to subsection
(d) of this section and shall provide a report containing the number of the complaints received and

the number of civil actions in which it has sought relief on an annual basis to the Joint Committee
on the Judiciary on or before December 31 each vyear.

At the request of Senator Martin, unanimous consent being granted, the bill (Com. Sub. for
Com. Sub. for S. B. 173) was ordered to engrossment and advanced to third reading with Senator
Tarr's amendment pending and the right reserved to consider other amendments to the bill on that
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 389, Historic Rehab Building Credit Act.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.

Senate Bill 393, Updating corporate net income tax definitions.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 531, Establishing First Amendment Preservation Act.
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On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.
Senate Bill 570, Supplemental Appropriation to Department of Health, fund 8802.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 692, Authorizing green flashing warning lights on DOH vehicles.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 772, Declaring certain claims against WV to be moral obligations.
On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time.

On motion of Senator Barrett, the following amendment to the bill was reported by the Clerk
and adopted:

By striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
§1. Finding and declaring certain claims against the Department of Education; Department
of Health and Human Resources; Department of Health Facilities; Division of
Corrections; Division of Highways; Division of Motor Vehicles; and West Virginia Army
National Guard, to be moral obligations of the state and directing payment thereof.
The Legislature has considered the findings of fact and recommendations reported to it by the
Legislative Claims Commission concerning various claims against the state and agencies thereof
and, in respect to each of the following claims, the Legislature adopts those findings of fact as its
own and in respect of the claims herein, the Legislature has independently made findings of fact
and determinations of award and hereby declares it to be the moral obligation of the state to pay
each such claim in the amount specified below and directs the Auditor to issue warrants for the
payment thereof out of any fund appropriated and available for the purpose.
(a) Claim against the Department of Education:
(TO BE PAID FROM GENERAL REVENUE FUND)
(1) SOMBNSON ...ttt et et et et e e e e st e e e eene e en e e eneaaenaenas $513.08
(b) Claim against the Department of Health and Human Resources:
(TO BE PAID FROM GENERAL REVENUE FUND)
(1) FEl.com, Inc. dba FEI Systems..........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee $34,403.81
(c) Claim against Department of Health Facilities:

(TO BE PAID FROM GENERAL REVENUE FUND)

(1) Athena Consulting LLC.........coooiiiiii e $571.98
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(d) Claim against the Division of Corrections and Rehabilitation:

(TO BE PAID FROM GENERAL REVENUE FUND)
(1) John Michael Dignazio, Jr. .........cccccooiiii $240.00
(e) Claims against Department of Transportation, Division of Highways:

(TO BE PAID FROM STATE ROAD FUND)

(1) Ra'ed J. Abdel-Hadi ...........oooiiiiiiiiieiic e $500.00
(2) Addie Adkins & Eric Hardman ..o $1,000.00
(3) David Arnold & Samantha Pillo ... $475.94
(4) Holly Bailey on behalf of John Kennedy Bailey .................................... $20,000.00
(5) Holly Bailey as Mother and Guardian of B. B., a minor child................ $30,000.00
(6) Josh Bruce & Ashley BruCe............ooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeee e $250.00
(7) Burns Motor Freight, Inc. & Doug BUrns ..., $9,000.00
(8) John Carter & Collision Appraisal Reinspection Service.......................... $500.00
(9) Meghan Chill .......cccuiiiiiee e $1,500.00
(10)  Patrick Troy Clagett..........ccueeeiiiiiiee e $587.62
(11)  EVElYN M. CIArK ...c..oeeiiiiieieeecee e $5,000.00
(12)  Tiffany COMEN .....oiiiiieii et $252.16
(13) Alexander Cruzzavala ..............cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e $3,000.00
(14) Gary Davis & LisaDavis.........ccccceeeeiiiiii $500.00

(15)  Russell Driskel, Administrator of the Estate of Raymond M. Driskel $5,000.00

(16)  Kaithin FIeldS .......eeeieii et $1,000.00
(17) Kala Ford & Alec Donaldson .............cccci $991.89
(18)  Kathy S. GIDSON ......veeieieeee e $274.42
(19)  Brian HaWeS .......ceeieieiiiiee e $1,620.00
(20)  Hoffman Grain Farms LLC & Joe Hoffman..........................c $5,000.00

(21)  Kyara Keiffer...........ooouuiieieciee e $82.00

17
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Deborah KHMEK ........oouuiieiiee e $1,000.00
Jacquelyn KINGShirn ..o $500.00
David E. Kurp & Paula J. KUIP ......eeeccccccccccecesecee e $900.00
LOTT  LEDET . $621.01
MiIChEle LEMON ...t $337.00
Charles W. Malone. .........ccuiiiieiieiie et $500.00
NIiCholas Marsh..........c.cooiiiiiiiiei e $434.30
Paul David Martin & Penny Lee Martin...........cccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiann. $10,412.04
DaVien MCCAMY .......c.ueeeeeeeiee e $500.00
Wesley McDOoNald .........ccuviiiiiiieee e $24,328.41
Maggie V. McDowell & Steven L. Buser..........cccccccovviiiiiiiiieenncenn, $28,750.00
DaVid F. MOOIE ...ttt $1,078.14
Gary L. Morris & Shelley R. MOITiS .....ccccooieiiiiieiiieieieccececeeeceee e, $12,000.00
Craig WL INEaI ... $449.56
Valerie NIiCholas-LittleS ........ccouvieiiiee e $2,000.00
James A. Norman & Bobba P. Norman ..........coooueeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeenn $6,525.00
William O'Neal & Regina O'Neal ...........c.ooeevieiiiiiiiieeee $1,000.00
Kimberly Page .......cooueiiiii e $1,256.78
JAKE ParKEr ... $158.17
ESSi€ P. ParsONS .....c..eiiiiiieiiie e $472.59
JessiCa B. PerKiNS ........c.oiiiiiiiiii e $265.00
Paul PhillipS ..o $500.00
Everett Randolph...........cocuiiiiiiee e $106.20
DaVid A. RAPP .eeeieiiiiie et $2,500.00
Pierce D. REESMAN ..ot $174.13
Charles R. Smith & Mary Wagner ...............cccooeeeii, $4,876.00
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MaSON SCOtt SEArK ... $7,500.00
Ethan Taylor & Chad Taylor ... $1,000.00
Stephanie Taylor ...........eeieeieeeeeeeeee e $1,000.00
JENNITEr TUCKET ... .o, $1,000.00
Edward RoSS TUCKWIIIET, Tl ......oeeieiieeeee e $688.58
Richard L. TUIEY ... s $4,732.36
Waldron S. Whitfield........c.oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeevveeveeeveeeeeeeneees $500.00
Tabitha YOUNQG ....ooiiiiie e $634.10
Mary E. YouNgbIoOd...........uviiiiiieieeeeeee e $172.12

Claim against the Division of Motor Vehicles:
(TO BE PAID FROM STATE ROAD FUND)
ENSONO, LLC .. et $49,407.70
Claims against WV Army National Guard
(TO BE PAID FROM GENERAL REVENUE FUND)
DEeVON MD, LLC ..ot $32,561.20

DMD Medical Group INC.......ccoooiiiiiiiie e, $92,365.00

19

The Legislature finds that the above moral obligations and the appropriations made in
satisfaction thereof shall be the full compensation for all claimants and that prior to the payments
to any claimant provided in this bill, the Legislative Claims Commission shall receive a release
from said claimant releasing any and all claims for moral obligations arising from the matters
considered by the Legislature in the finding of the moral obligations and the making of the
appropriations for said claimant. The Legislative Claims Commission shall deliver all releases
obtained from claimants to the department against which the claim was allowed.

The bill (Com. Sub. for S. B. 772), as amended, was then ordered to engrossment and third

reading.

Senate Bill 781, Supplemental appropriation for Civil Contingent Fund, fund 0105.

On second reading, coming up in regular order, was read a second time and ordered to
engrossment and third reading.

The Senate proceeded to the tenth order of business.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 104, Providing certain state mine inspectors with raise.
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On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.
Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 188, Changing length of term of state political party chair.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 231, Relating to value-based payment
requirements.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 251, Authorizing Department of Administration to promulgate
legislative rules.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 640, Prohibiting release of certain personal information of
contributors to political elections.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 671, Relating to WV Real Estate Commission.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Senate Bill 726, Removing cap for municipalities on their stabilization fund.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Com. Sub. for Senate Bill 804, Removing physical education requirements for certain middle
and high school athletes.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Senate Bill 825, Supplementary appropriation to Department of Administration, fund 0226.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

Senate Bill 868, Supplemental Appropriation for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.
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Eng. Com. Sub. for House Bill 4433, Prohibiting Human Smuggling and Trafficking.

On first reading, coming up in regular order, was read a first time and ordered to second
reading.

The Senate proceeded to the twelfth order of business.

Remarks were made by Senators Phillips, Chapman, Woodrum, Weld, M. Maynard, and
Rucker.

Thereafter, at the request of Senator Woelfel, and by unanimous consent, the remarks by
Senators Woodrum and Weld were ordered printed in the Appendix to the Journal.

The Senate proceeded to the thirteenth order of business.

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senator was removed
as a co-sponsor of the following bill on February 11, 2026:

Senate Bill 917: Senator Rose.

Under the provisions of Rule 15 of the Rules of the Senate, the following senators were added
as co-sponsors to the following bills and resolutions on February 11, 2026:

Senate Bill 67: Senator Willis;
Senate Bill 104: Senator Barnhart;
Senate Bill 231: Senator Willis;
Senate Bill 244: Senator Barnhart;
Senate Bill 248: Senator Barnhart;
Senate Bill 540: Senator Smith;
Senate Bill 549: Senator Barnhart;
Senate Bill 560: Senator Willis;
Senate Bill 648: Senator Smith;
Senate Bill 708: Senator Garcia;
Senate Bill 712: Senator Hart;
Senate Bill 744: Senator Willis;
Senate Bill 804: Senator Willis;
Senate Bill 887: Senator Charnock;

Senate Bill 910: Senators Rucker, Woelfel, and Taylor;
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Senate Bill 920: Senator Bartlett;

Senate Joint Resolution 20: Senator Clements;

Senate Resolution 32: Senators Roberts, Barnhart, Hamilton, Phillips, and Garcia;
And,

Senate Resolution 34: Senators Roberts and Oliverio.

Pending announcement of meetings of standing committees of the Senate,

On motion of Senator Martin, at 12:17 p.m., the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Friday,
February 13, 2026, at 10:30 a.m.
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SENATE CALENDAR

Friday, February 13, 2026
10:30 AM

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

35 - Recognizing February 14, 2026, as National Organ Donor Day
36 - Recognizing third week of July as Pretrial, Probation, and Parole Supervision Week

37 - Designating February 13, 2026, as WV Silver Jackets Flood Resiliency Day

THIRD READING

Com. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. 173 - Prohibiting abortifacients - (Amend. pending) - (With
right to amend) (original similar to HB4674, SB599)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 389 - Historic Rehab Building Credit Act (original similar to HB4016)
S. B. 393 - Updating corporate net income tax definitions (original similar to HB4023)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 531 - Establishing First Amendment Preservation Act (original similar to
HB4746)

S. B. 570 - Supplemental Appropriation to Department of Health, fund 8802 (original similar
to HB4717)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 692 - Authorizing green flashing warning lights on DOH vehicles (original
similar to HB4993)

Com. Sub. for S. B. 772 - Declaring certain claims against WV to be moral obligations

S. B. 781 - Supplemental appropriation for Civil Contingent Fund, fund 0105

SECOND READING

. Sub. for S. B. 104 - Providing certain state mine inspectors with raise

. Sub. for S. B. 188 - Changing length of term of state political party chair

. Sub. for Com. Sub. for S. B. 231 - Relating to value-based payment requirements

. Sub. for S. B. 251 - Authorizing Department of Administration to promulgate legislative rules

. Sub. for S. B. 640 - Prohibiting release of certain personal information of contributors to
political elections (original similar to HB5066)

. Sub. for S. B. 671 - Relating to WV Real Estate Commission
726 - Removing cap for municipalities on their stabilization fund

. Sub. for S. B. 804 - Removing physical education requirements for certain middle and high
school athletes



S. B. 825 - Supplementary appropriation to Department of Administration, fund 0226 (original
similar to HB5282)

S. B. 868 - Supplemental Appropriation for fiscal year ending June 30, 2026

Eng. Com. Sub. for H. B. 4433 - Prohibiting Human Smuggling and Trafficking - (Com. amend.
and title amend. pending)

FIRST READING

Com. Sub. for S. B. 643 - Discontinuing WV Supreme Court of Appeals Public Campaign
Financing Program

S. B. 712 - Allowing installation of cattle guards on certain public roads
S. B. 793 - Relating to courthouse closures on certain days

S. B. 796 - Relating to distribution of West Virginia reports

Com. Sub. for S. B. 800 - Clarifying policy of state regarding jury service

Eng. H. B. 4474 - Extending the Alzheimer’s Disease and Other Dementia Advisory Council
sunset date. (original similar to SB604)
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9a.m. Finance (Room 451M)



	§1. Finding and declaring certain claims against the Department of Education; Department of Health and Human Resources; Department of Health Facilities; Division of Corrections; Division of Highways; Division of Motor Vehicles; and West Virginia Army ...
	(TO BE PAID FROM General REVENUE FUND)
	(TO BE PAID FROM General REVENUE FUND)
	(TO BE PAID FROM GeNERAL REVENUE FUND)
	(TO BE PAID FROM STATE ROAD FUND)

