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Executive Summary
The West Virginia Advisory Council on Public Health was created as

an advisory body for the Commissioner of the Bureau of Public Health.
The Council was created by West Virginia Code §16-1-16 in 2000 by the
Legislature, but no members have been appointed since its creation.  The
Council is to consist of 15 members from various public health related
associations appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of
the Senate.  According to DHHR, the associations did submit nomina-
tions, but the Division did not forward them to the Governor for nomina-
tion.  Part of the reason for lack of interest could be due to the fact that the
Council was created under a different gubernatorial administration, and
also a different Secretary of the Division of Health and Human Resources.
Thus, evidently interest in providing nominations and appointing the Coun-
cil did not continue with the new administration.  The Legislative Auditor
has determined that the Advisory Council on Public Health is not neces-
sary for the efficient operation of state government.  If the associations
feel they need to inform the Commissioner of any public health related
issues, the Legislative Auditor is of the opinion that they can still lobby or
communicate with the Commissioner regarding any problems or concerns
rather than having an official body to speak to the Commissioner.

Recommendation

1. The Legislative Auditor recommends the sunset of
the Advisory Council on Public Health.
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Review Objective, Scope and Methodology

This Preliminary Performance Review of the Advisory Council on
Public Health is required and authorized by the West Virginia Sunset Law,
Chapter 4, Article 10 of the West Virginia Code, as amended.    The Coun-
cil was created by West Virginia Code §16-1-16 in 2000 by the Legisla-
ture as an advisory body for the Commissioner of the Bureau of Public
Health.

Objective

As stated in the Code, a performance evaluation is to deter-
mine for an agency whether or not the agency is operating in an effi-
cient and effective manner and to determine whether or not there is a
demonstrable need for the continuation of the agency.

Scope

The performance evaluation covers from the Council’s cre-
ation by the Legislature in 2000  through July 2002.

Methodology

Information complied in this evaluation was acquired from
the West Virginia Code, and interviews with Bureau of Public Health
Staff, DHHR, and the Governor’s Office.  Every aspect of this review
is in compliance with the Generally Accepted Government Standards
(GAGAS).
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 Issue 1
The Legislative Auditor foresees no discernable adverse
effects if the Advisory Council on Public Health is
terminated.

The West Virginia Advisory Council on Public Health was created
as an advisory body for the Commissioner of the Bureau of Public Health.
The Council was created by West Virginia Code §16-1-16 in 2000 by the
Legislature, but no members have been appointed since its creation.  No
activity has occurred with the Council since its creation.  Statutorily, the
Council was intended to only serve in an advisory capacity.  Since the
Council has not been appointed, and since the Division of Health and
Human Resources has limited interest in the Council, the Legislative Au-
ditor has determined that the Council should be terminated.

Council Membership

The Council is to consist of 15 members appointed by the Gover-
nor with the advice and consent of the Senate.  The membership includes:

• State Insurance Commissioner or his or her designee (ex-officio);

• A member from the association of local health boards;

• A member from the association of local health officers;

• A member the Association of County Commissioners;

• A member from WV Association of Sanitarians;

• A member from the WV Hospital Association;

• A member from the WV Medical Association;

• A member from the WV Emergency Medical Services Coalition;

• A member from the WV Primary Care Association;

• A member from the nursing section of the WV public health association;

• A representative from the state college and university system;

• A member from the State Health Education Council;

• and, a member from the State Chamber of Commerce.
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In addition, the Governor shall appoint two people to represent the
general public.  The Code states that each of these above organizations
shall nominate three members from their respective associations for the
Governor to select the membership.  According to DHHR, the associa-
tions did submit nominations, but the Division did not forward them to
the Governor for nomination.  Part of the reason for lack of interest could
be due to the fact that the Council was created under a different guberna-
torial administration, and also a different Secretary of the Division of Health
and Human Resources.  Thus, evidently interest in providing nominations
and appointing the Council did not continue with the new administration.

Council Responsibilities

The Council is intended to act as an advisory body for the Com-
missioner of the Bureau of Public Health.  According to the WVC §16-1-
16, the Council may:

• Advise the commissioner in all matters pertaining to the
commissioner’s duties and functions concerning public health and the pro-
visions of  §16-1-16.

• Review all state public health rules and advise the com-
missioner on necessary revisions.

• Advise the commissioner on the need for additional or spe-
cial advisory committees to assist the council in matters concerning pub-
lic health in relation to any business.

The Code states that the Council is to meet at the call of the Com-
missioner of Public Health at least twice a year.  Members of the Council
are to receive the same compensation and expense reimbursement equiva-
lent to what is paid to members of the Legislature.

Lack of Need for Council

The Legislative Auditor has determined that the Advisory Council
on Public Health is not necessary for the efficient operation of state gov-
ernment.  Since the creation of the Council in 2000, there seems to be
little interest by the Bureau of Public Health in which it is to serve.  DHHR
did not forward the nominations to the Governor’s Office from the asso-
ciations that were to nominate members, which suggests that there is mini-
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mal interest or need for the Council.  The Legislative Auditor foresees no
discernable adverse effects if the Council were terminated.  The Council
as written in statute, has no power and only serves in an advisory role.  If
the associations feel they need to inform the Commissioner of any public
health related issues, the Legislative Auditor is of the opinion that they
can still lobby or communicate with the Commissioner regarding any prob-
lems or concerns rather than having an official body to speak to the Com-
missioner.

While the cost of the Council, if appointed, would be fairly mini-
mal, the Legislative Auditor has made a conservative estimate of the po-
tential costs.  If the Council as required meets at least  twice yearly, and
assuming all fourteen non-ex-officio members are in attendance, the Coun-
cil would cost a minimum of $4,200 per year not including expense reim-
bursements.  The following table displays minimal costs for five years of
the Council’s operations.  As estimated, the Council would cost a mini-
mum of $21,000 in five years assuming all members attended the meet-
ings, and not including expense reimbursements.

Table 1
Five year minimum estimation of expenses for Council

Meeting 1 Meeting 2 Total

Year 1 $2,100 $2,100 $4,200

Year 2 $2,100 $2,100 $4,200

Year 3 $2,100 $2,100 $4,200

Year 4 $2,100 $2,100 $4,200

Year 5 $2,100 $2,100 $4,200

Totals $21,000

Conclusion

The Advisory Council on Public Health was created to advise the
Commissioner of the Bureau of Public Health on state public health is-
sues.  The Council was created by the Legislature in 2000, but no mem-
bers have been appointed by the Governor’s Office.  DHHR did receive
nominations from the associations that were to have representative mem-
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bers, but never forwarded them to the Governor.  DHHR and the Bureau
of Public Health seem to have limited interest in the Council.

Recommendation

1. The Legislative Auditor recommends the sunset of
the Advisory Council on Public Health.
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Appendix A:  Transmittal Letter To Agency
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Appendix B:  Agency Response


